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* death, from digefling bis 
7$-® thoughts into'l raftates | 
more accommodate for all mens 
vſe, preſaped norwithſtanding, a 
little before bis death, that they 
would be preſſed into publike view 
by one or other, which might per- 
baps bee leſfſe carefilll ;"\who that 
be might prenent, hee bequeathed 


'T®. "felfe; being hindred by | 


| 


| 


the care of thoſe Sermons that were 


#3 


only 


—_—— 


— 


_ > 1 | 


only preacbed atLincolnes Inne, 
to theſe bis worthy friends, by 
mhom you ſee them faithfully ſet 
| forth, who luing ihe ( ity were 


better connerſant with thoſe that 


tooke them from 
| others, nhatſocaer 28to\ ur, who | 
(though much more ynworthy and 
| vnable)werext more frequently bs 

| e Auditors inaeber placer,and bad 
reaſon fully to know bu Doftrine_, 
manner of life purpoſe, {hould 
| therefore bee mere guilty of vn- 
gratefull negligence, if ang of thoſe 
Lamps, into which be emptied the 
golden oile out of hiaxſelfe,'fbould 


To the Reader. 


om. bu mouth : eAll \ 


not by vs be lighted vp ra ſerue the 


| him chey were deuoted, Moued 


7 emple, to Which pngfoubredly by 


therefore wah che neceſaty of our 
h duty,. 


— 


— — — 


all by other works did bow ba more 


ere ont 


— TorhsReader. 

duty, their former good example, 
and the ſucceſſe{ull entertainment 
the reſt hane found, we ger bere ad- 
rnenture inte light theſe fine ſhore 


Sermons, preached at ſpecial tunes, 


and in Auditories of greateſt worth | 
| and expeflation , and accordingly | 


compoſed of more exatt materials, 
and cloſer put together, which in 
him'may well be pardoned, who in 


ſublime and raiſed parts to loweſt 
apprebenſions. Wee haue laboured 
what we could to diſcharge the truſt 
by him repoſed in vs, and dehre_ 
that others would be pleaſed to for- 
beare the putting forth of any thing 
of ha, without acquainting ſome of 
vs therewith, by him deputed for | 
that worke , who az foone as may 


be | 


© — 
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by _—_Y be carefullin to prefent. thee 
wink mbar elſe ſoeger we ſballthink 
veful's rhe Lord grant they may 
doe a3 wnuch ge 4 the Harbor "of 
them di 
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But if T tarry long , that thou mayeſt know 
bow thou oughteſt to bebaye thy ſelfe in 
F the bouſe of God , which is the Church of | 2 
nf the living God, the pillar and ground of ] 4 
the Truth. | 4 4 


> Here are two maine princi- 
ples, upon which the whole 
frame of Popery is founded, | 
firſt, Thet the Cherch of Rome | 
4 the encly Catholike Church : 

ſecondly , Ther the Church | 
| cannat erre, By which-latter 
Kenchvas - have browught on themſelves a 
| B .deſpe- 


SEW 
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— 
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deſperate neceſsitic , never to amend or re- 
| forme whatſocyer is once decided by the 
Church. Theſe are the principles they firſt 
inſtill into their Novices ; theſe arethe trains, 
wherewith they ſeeke to winne men to them- 
ſelves : for when they cannot prove their 
points in ſpeciall and particular, they take 
them all in groſſe, and by this one principle | 
(Our Charch , whichcannot erre, hath ſo decided 
it ) they prove a bundle of them alcogether. So 
when hey can ſhew no ground in Scripture 
fortheir clouded ,tngrounded, fuperadded o- 
pinions, they faſten-theav and hang them all 
upon this pinacle of the Church, which be- 
cauſe itis infallible,admits of noexamination. 
And whereas truth ſeekes out no corners, de- 
fires to ſeethe light, and cometotriall; Pope- 
riedelights to hideitfelfein rheſe obſcure and | 
uncertaine generalities, As for example : aske 
them what ground they have for invocation of 
Saints, worſhipping of Images, Indulgences, 
| ſuperadded Sacraments,and a multitude of ſu- 
; perſtitious ceremonies ; their anſwer is, The 
| Church hath ſodecided, and her decrees are 
all infallible, and notto be examined by parti- 
| Cular men, which are. inferiour. So that pull 
bur this pillar downe, as Sampſon did,and the | 
| whole frame of Poperic, with all that ſtay 


themſelyes: upon it, comes preſently tumbling 
downe. 


Yet becauſe they think it too improbable. | 
GBs courſe | 


— 


th... 


| mad "Tg 


{ 


| ten verities are, and how they may be knowne 


1 #hy ſelfe in the bouſe of God: as if heſhould ſay,lt 


| 


| Of TxuTH. 


courfero build all on thenaked aſſertion of he 
Church, which is onely to interprete and not 
ro make the Text,therefore they bring in Tra- 
ditions which they call unwritten verities,and 
makethem of cquall value and credite with the 
Text : butif you aske them what theſe unwrit- 


from counterfeit ; they ſay onely the Church 
cantellthat,to whoſe cuſtodic they were com- 
mitted, and who onely isableto indge infal- 
libly, which arethe genuine Traditions, and 


which not. And if Scripture at anie time bee { 


brought againſt any of theſe points, ang ſay it 

belongs ro the Church of Rome to declare 

what bookes of Scriptureare canonicall, what 

tranſlarion is authenticall, what interpretation 

muſt be the ſenſe of Scripture, and in effeRt 

they will be onely iudged by themſelves, and 

whatſoever we ſay, they choke us with theſe 

principles,Theirs is the only Church,and, The: 
Church eannever erre. 


Now of all places of Scripture, whereby | 


they would vindicateto themlſclves this privi- | 
ledge,rhis verſe thatT have read is one of the 
range how jiuſtly,wee arc now to con- 
1der. 

Sayes the Apoſtle to Tiwerhy,! have written 
unto thee , that theoumayet know bow to behave 


is of much moment that the houſe of God be 


ordered and kept aright, be ſwept continually 
ER B 2 and 


4th « - T5 ts. 
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| vena and doctrines of Devils , forbidding to mer - 


| | habitant is now departed, andthe truth, which 


and purged,becauſe it is the Pillar and Ground 
of Trath, chat is, the ground and place where 
truth (which is the houſholds food) is nouri- 
ſhed, and doth grow ; into which if falſhood 
| creepe,their food will ſoone be poiſoned,and 
ſo not nouriſh but corrupt , not fit them to- ſal- 
vation but deſtruction : ſo that the Apoſtlein 
[this verſe hath this double ſcope. 
| Firſt, to deſcribe the Church by this diſtin- 
'guiſhing propertie, that it is #he Piller and 
Crone of Truth, that is, Truth is the ſigne, | 
| whereby this houſe of Gad is knowne from 0- 
ther houſes. 

Secondly,he fayes,in the houſe of Goa &+c.not 
inthe Church of Epheſus, leſt anie ſhould 
[conclude( as now the Papiſts would )that the 
truth were fo nailed and faſtened to anic one 
particular houſe or pillar , that it could never 
be taken downefromthence,and hanged up in 
another place, which is flat contrarie to the 
ſcope of the Apoſtle inthis place, who in the 
beginning of the next chapter ſhewes evident- 
mou inthe later times. ſome ſhould depart 

om the faith, andgive heed to,ſeducing ſpi- 


| 


ry,end commanding to abitaine from meats. 
| The Papiſts would makeus beleeve,that be- 
cauſethe truth-wasonce at Rome, ir is there 
ſill. Indeed the houſe and place where once 
it was,they may ſtill ſhew perhaps; buc the in- 


| 
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wasthe figne, is taken. downe, and hanged up 
elſewhere,in ſtead whereof theſe veric errours 
hang, whichthe Apoſtle doth foretell tobe the 
fignes of Truth's departure,orbidding 2omerry, 
414 commanding 10 abiteine fron meats, If they 
obje,they forbid not all to marrie. I anſwer, 
| no hereticke or people-fince the beginningof 
the world,did ever doc it, nor is it credible that 
 anieever will ; forthen the world would ſoone 
be at an end: but they forbid! ſome to marrie 
at anietime, as the Clergie, all at ſometimes, 
and that not asa precept of conveniencie, but 
neceſsitic and holineſle. : 

The Papiſts indeed ſay,thatthe Church is ſo 
. | the pillar and ground'of truth;that there is no 
truth but what comes from the Church, &thar 
whatſoever comes from the Church is true in- 
fallibly, and nor ſubje&to errour : but this can- 
not be the Apoſtles meaning here. Firſt, there 
may be truths. in other Writers that are not of 


convenient and ordinarieplace and'ground of 
hearbs; yet ſome Violets may be gathered in 
the Woods,and onthe high-way fide. 

By Truth therefore here is meant divine and 
ſacred :truth,a plant of Gods owne Gardgn,not 
growing in the Wildernefle and Waſt. 

Beſides,as ſome truths may be found without 
the Church, fo: ſome errours may be found 
within-the Church : thovgh the Garden be rhe 
proper groundand place of hearbs, yerweedes 

B 3 may 


the Church © thoughthe Garden beethe moſt | 


— 
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The pillar and ground 
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| may alſo grow there , as tares 'may in the 
field, which notwithſtanding is the proper 
placeof wheat. 

Againe, when hee ſaith, The Charch # zhe 
iller and ground of trath, his meaning is, that in 
the Church of God, the truth ought alwaies to 
bee preſerued and kept, that is, thoſe thar pro- 
felſerhemſclues to bee the Church, ought to 
| maintaine the truth ; that is their duetie, which 
chey are bound at alſrimesto performe: but it's 
no good conſequenceto infer, A thing is ſure- 
! Jartnens ſomeoughttodoc it, for men 
oc not alwaies yori their dueties, aor 
diſcharge the truſt that is committed to them. 
Laſtly, iristo bee marked, that the Apoſtle 
ſaith in general tearmes, The Charcb « the pillar 
«nd ground of trath, not this or that parti- 
cular people, of Epheſus, or Corinth, or 
Rome, oranieother citieor countrey ; for 
the Church may make a progrefle, from one 

ople to another, as now it hath from thoſe 
R—_ cities of Afia unto other parts. In- 
deede while the Church continues ina place, 
ſo long the fundamentalltruthes continue, but 
when ſhee changerh habitation, the truth goes 
with her, for theſecannor dwell aſander: while 
the Church continued at Rome, ſo long the 
truth continued, but no longer. 

If they objec;char a+ pillar is che prop and 
ſuſlent cnlam of that building wherein' it is , 
and therefore cannot. bee removed co another 


———_————. 
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/ place, | 


——_—_—_ — 


——— 


xs Of T rut. 


place, unleſſethe building be deſtroyed and pe- | 
the pillar and ground of truth, it is ſo ſtill. 


riſh: fince thenthe Church of Rome was once | 


I anſwer, the Apoſtle in this place ſpeaks of 


ding by it ſome effentiall 'and- inſeparable 
peece of the building, but more forenſi, for fuch 
apoſt or pillar, on which tables and proclama- 
tions, and ſuchthings are wont to hang, and 
from ſuch pillars, : fuch things may ſoone'bee 
ſeparated. Such a pillar was this people of 
Epheſus, which ſtood long after the truth was 
taken downe and Mahumetanifſme hanged up 
in ſtcadtherof. And that its thus meant, appears 


| by the other word,#}«vs, joined with it,which 


ſignifies a ſeate or receptacle, arall rimes ſepa- 
rable from what is in it. And indeed((as before 
I ſaid)the Church is the ground oftruth, as the 


ther place. Astherefore that which hangs on 
the pillar may be plucked down,or other things 
hanged with it, as herbes may bee tranſlated 
from one gardento another, or weedes grow 
withthem , ſo, that people which are now the 
Church of God; may ccaſe to be ſo, erconti- 


Errours. 


namely , That the Church cahnorertss- may 


a pillar, not more erchitedtomes, as nnderſtan-| 


garden is the ground of herbs, which wee{ 
know, may bee plucked up and planted in ano-} 


nuing the Churchqmay bee obnoxious unto{ 


_ Andthatthis is the meaning of the place, 
and nor: thatwhichthe Papiſty hence my 
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appeare by theſe reaſons. 

Firſt, notto be capable of errour, is the inſe- 
parableattribute of God himſelfe,tor God and 
truth are termes conuertible,which cannot bee 
ſaid of any creature-; becauſeto creatures,truth 
isa-rule, from which they may decline , as the 
Carpenters hand mayfrom the line that guidcs 
it. Truth isnot of the efſence of a creature,as it's 
of Gods, and therefore feparableand diſtin , 
as the Carpenters line, is athing diſtinguiſhed 
from his hand, and therefore may be ſeparated, - 
his hand may ſometimes deuiateand goe awry. 
The decree and will of God is the rule itſ{elte, 
and from it ſelfe it cannot deuiate or erre, bur 
the creature hath aline of reirude,drawnerto | 
itby the Scripture, from which, though now 
de facts it doth nor {werue, yet de poſſibild it may. 
| E/4.8.20, Tothe Lew and to the Teſtimonie , if 
they ſpeake not according to this word, it is be- 
cauſe they haue no light in them. As if one 
ſhould ſay to a Pilote, Know that in your eye, 
and in your hand, there is no inſeparable and 
inbred rule, to guide you :in your courſe, but 
here is a compaſle for to dire you;zif you look 
beſide this, or negle this, you w1ll fall ypon 
the rockes and ſands : ſothe Lord ſaith to his 
Church. Know that in you there is no inherent 
ſelfe-ſufficient light, bur here is my word, tobe 
a lanterne to you ; if you keepe not your eye on | 
this, you may erre -quickely, and make ſhip- 
wracke of your faith. | > | 


_—— 


Secondly 
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judgement of it : now who can fay in divine 


_w_ 


| Secondly, where there is ignorance there | 
may bee errour, for ignorance is the cauſe of 


man cannot haue a perfe& iudgement of things, 
except he havea perfet knowledge of thems 
now the moſt learned Biſhops that cuer were, 
in generall Councels (whichis the repreſenta- | 
tive Church, inall mens iudgements leaſt ſub- 
ietuntoerrour) haue beene ignorant of manic 


aremore capable, the wiſeſt men have beene 


they knew, was the leaſt of thatthey knew not , 
much mere in _—_ divine, in which our eyes 
are like the eyes of barres and owles, vnto the 
brighteſt ſunneſhine, too weake and too anguſt | 
to comprehend them; therefore their knows 
ledge beeing defeRive, their iudgement like- 
wiſe muſt needes be {o, 1.Cor.13.11. Wee know 
in part, ſaith the Apoſtle, therefore wee pro- 
pheſie im part. Ariftotle could ſay,Hethat looks 
notround abouta thing, and ſees notall the 
parts and corners of it, can give no certaine 


myſteries hee is able to ſee all things? and if he 
benor, hee may both bee geceived, andde- 
ceive, | | 
Laſtly, where God intends to givethe end 
he alwaies gives themeanes to effect and brin 
that end to paſfe;bur he giues nottothe Churc 


the meanes of infallibilitic, as perfet know- | 
GW. ledg 


errour, as darkeneſle is of tumbling , for a | 


things, for euenin humanethings, whereof we | 


readicto profeſle, thatthe —_ part of that | 
t 
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ledge of rhetruth, fincere loue of it,right orde- 
red zeale for it , heetakes not alwaies from 
them thoſe ſinnefull luſts, which breed errings 
from the faith, and often thruſt and impell men 
into errour. | 

How oft have generall Councels, beene di- 
traced into factions, leavened with malice, 
puft up with pride,&c? and ſhall weſay when 
their hearts and mindes are thus corrupted,that 
their totigues are notwithſtanding infallibly 
ouer-ruled,to poure forth nothing elſe but ora- 
cles ? To ſay that at that inſtant there fals a ſpi- 
rit upon them to guide them with immediate 
revelation, isto approve the fanaticall fancies 
ofthe Anabaptiſts; which they take on them to 
abhorre,z which notwithſtanding if anic doe 
affirme, as ſome have beenebold todoe, they 
muſt conſider, that the Prophets which were 


guided by ſuchſpirits, and had the truth inſpi- 
red by viſions, and immediat revelations, did 
neverargue, diſcuſſc, or reaſon of the things 
they ſpake and wrote, but enly did declare and 
| manifeſt what was revealed , but in generall 

Councelsthe truth is bolted out by reaſonings 


toand fro, the concluſions many times diſpu- 


concluſion cannot bee infallible; for they are 


the cauſcof the concluſion, and there cannotbe |- 
more in. theeffet than was formerly inthe | 


| cauſe. This is ſufficient toevince thatthough 


1 C—_— _— ; 


ted of, and ſtrongly argued on both ſides : now | 
where the premiſes are onely probable, the | 
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generall Councels, doe not at all times defa&o 


je (for weeall acknowledge the great benefit 
of the foure firſt generall Councels) yet to 


lay that de pgſ5ibili they cannot, is viterly yn- 
true. 4 

_ Chriſt hath promiſed, /obx 16.13, to ſend 
his Spirit which ſhould lead them intoall truth; 
and Math, 28,20.to be with them tothe cnd of 


[the world. 


Theſe places muſt needes bee underſtood 
primarily of the Apoſtles themſclues, who 
oncly were infallibly led into every truth, and 
but ſecondarily of their ſucceflors, that is, ſo 
farre as they inſiſt in rheic ſteps and doctrine; 
for if that were the ſenſe that Bel/armine, Sts- 
pleton, and other popiſh writers give, namely, 
thatthe promiſe is indiffcrently madetotheir 
ſucceſſors, as well as to themſelves, then parti- 


judges of truth 8 talihood, 8 ſo all controver- 
fies intheChurch would preſently have an end, 
ſo as never to ſpring againe. If they ſay, its not 
to beunderſtood of them taken fingle & apart, 
but as mer together, & aſſembled in a Synode. 
Ianſwer, there isnot the leaft intimation of 
this diftintion ia thoſe places : but the place 
for ſuch a promiſe is. Ma!#h.,18.20. where two 
or three are gathered together in noy name, there 


underſtood of the leaſt meetings of true Chri- 
h_ in thename of Chriſt, as well as of the 
K C 2 largeft 


am [in the mid} of thew, But this placeis to bee 


cular Biſhopsand Miniſters ſhould be infallible | 


Obieet.r. 
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largeſt Councels, and ſothe ſmalleſt companic 
or convention ſhould bee capable of this pro- 
miſcof infallibilitic,as well as the moſt genera] 
andample Councell, | 

But they farther objeR, If there ſhould not be 
a viſible,external unerring judge,ro which at all 
times thoſe might reſort for ceſolutien,that are 
notthemſelues able to wade throughthe depth 
of diuiniry-controuerfics,therewould benoend 
of _—_— and diſputing, ner any certaine 
—_— to finde the truth in matters queſti- 
oncd. 
| Thoughthere beeno infallible, viſible, hu- 
[manciu ge, yettherc is an inviſible, infallible 
judge, and thatis the holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking in 
the ſcriptures, which are therefore called.the 
word of God. Andthis judge in many reſpeRs, 
is betrer and ficter than aniePther. Firſt, this 
may becaſily had,isalwaies readie,andat hand, 
ro which men of all ſorts may ſoone repaire , 
the other ambulatory,tomany inacceſſible,and 
| toalldifficult to bee abtained.. Secondly,the 
enrence of this judge is certaine and inflcxible, | 
not ſubic&ro errour, but the others mutable 
like a leaden rule, that may bee bended roand 
fro: forin men; affeRtions haue their place ; 
which isthe reaſon that among men there 
are Lawes, becauſe the Law is not capableof 

<tions; but the Lawyer is. Thirdly, this 
judge is berter knowne, and:may ſooner bee a- 
greedwpon by all ; for bee it granted that the 
| rue 
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true Church is a judge infallible, yer it may be 
 fooner known which is the true Scripture, than 
which is the true Church, there becing more: 
pretenders tothe one,thanto the other, 
| Whilethe Churchis militant uponthe earth, 
God hathnotſaid, there ſhould bee any ſuch 
end of controverſies ,as.theſemen dreame of ; 
' but rather he hath ſaidthe contrarie, 1.Cor.171, 
I9. Theremuſt bee herefies inthe Church, that 
thoſe may periſh who receine not the loue of 
therruth ro bee ſaued, and the? thoſe which are 
| pproued might be knowne. 
If there were anie ſuch meancs, by God ap- 
pointed in his Church todetermine cantrover- 


_— 


| in his placeto be reſpeed) is not likely tobee 
| it; forisit like God would. appointameanes 
forending controuerſies in his Church, thar 
for atleaſt three hundred yeares, (that is,tilithe 
time of Conſtantinethe great)could not be had ? 
and though he andothers his ſuccefſours(while 

the Empire wasundivided) might eaſily alſem- 

ble Councels, yet when the Empire fell into 

many ſubdiuifions, andthe parts thereof were 

gouerned by ſeuerall Kings, of different religi- 

ons,as now they be;it is impoſhble the Church, 
ſhould have the benefit ofrhem., , 

What is the vſe thenand benefit of generall 


fies infallibly,yera generall Councell (though; 


Councecls, if they could be obrained ? 


' for manic candles give mpre light, and manie | 
| C3 cycs 


Anſw.3. 


Queſt, 
They axe the beſt meanesto finde our Truth, | 4n/wp, 


——— 
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eyes {ce morethan one;and in the multitude of 
Counſellors there is he2!th : and as they are 
the beſt meanes to finder, fofromthemit hath 
no ſmall authoricie, yet notwithſtanding they 
may erre in neceflury and fundamentall points, 
as the Councell of Ariminum,and Seleucia, 
where there were as manic more Biſhops,as at 
the firſt Nicene Councell , and therefore held 
in two Cities, becauſe no one was able to con- 
taine them, yeterred ina fundamentall point, 
decreeing for 4drriwe herefic againſt the Dei 
of Chriſt. The ſecond Councellat Epheſus did 
the like,and ſo ten Councels, at Tyrus, Ieruſa- 
lem, Philadelphia, Ariminum , Seleucia,Con- 
ſtantinople, Alexandria &c. ſo the ſecend 
Councell at Nice ſet up Images, and comman- 
dedthemto bee worſhipped , which in the ſe- 
cond Councell of Canſtantineplc immcdiate- 
ly before were utterly condemned. 
—_ inftances might cafily bee given, but 
theſe ſuffice to warrant this concluſion, T hat a 
gencrall Councell may crre in fundamentall 
points, For though the univerſall Church of 


in matters fundamentall( for then they might 
fall away,and the gates of hell prevaile againſt 
them) yet the cexternall viſible bodie of the 
Church may erre, becauſe the truth of Ged 
may bec locked up within the hearts of ſicha 
companic,as if competition of ſuffrages can- 


| 
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ah 


Chriſt,taken for his myfticall bodie on earth , | 
and complete number of his cle, cannot erre 


not 


— Q 


| 
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not make a greatet part in a generall Councell, 
ſo that the ſentence decreed thereinmaybeea 
fundamentall errour. | 

From theſe grounds thus laid, may fitly riſe 
a threefold application. ; 

Firſt, ſeeing it is thE received and approved 
doqrine of the Papifts, That the Church of 
Rome cannot erre in- points of Faith and 
Doctine ;. wee {ce how little hope there is 
that wee and they. ſhould ever bce reconciled, 
or that one truth ſhould ariſe from a compo- 
ſition of their and our opinions : for if they 
yeelde inany thing ro-us, it would preſent- 
*ly follow, that- in” thar wherein they now 


would from thence be oyerthrowne. Wee may 
alter our Tenents if wee will, but. they are 
ſtrongly cngaged to keepe theirs without anie 
change or variation ; we may goc tothem,they 
cannot come to us ; witnefle the Germane 
Interim, ſo carctully and often tempered,wher-! 
in there were but tew of their ingredicnts left 
out ; yet was it more than Chaerles-the Fifth 
and therefore thoſe Caſ/anders that thinke by 
wit and policie to reconcile us, attempt athing 
impoſlible, For-of what matcrials ſhall an 


buildings they cannot, becanſe thereb they 
0 


| 


yeelde, before they erred, and ſo this fun- |- 
damentall point of their Churches not crring, | 


could do to get it entertainment on either fide :| 


middle courfe bee framed, when neyther fide] 
can ſpare the ſmalleſt piece of timber intbeir| 


| 


| 


— 
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ſhould bee argued of erringformerly , we can- 
not, for true Religion is of a britcle nature, 
breake it you may, bend it you cannot, nenot 
in the leaſt degree, It cannot bee accommoda- 
ted to intereſts, and reſpets of policie and 
ſcruing turnes , it cannot be mixt with errour, 
no morethan oyle with water, iron and ſteele 
with clay. Dawlcl 2.43. They ſbah mingle thens. 
[elves with the ſeede of men, but they ſhell not 
clexvedne to another: even as iron ts not mixt with 
clay ; or as the elements when once they are 
mingled in a compound bodie doe loſe their 
proper formes ; even ſo Religions, when made 
ingredients, and compounding parts. of any o- 
cher, do loſe their formes,and ceaſe to bee reli- 
gions in Godsaccount. 2Kizg.17.33. Itis ſaid, 
the mingled people of Samaria feared the Lord 
and ſerved their owne gods, after the manner 
ofthe Nations whom they carried away from 
thence; that is, they. jumbled all together, the 
fear of God,& worſhip of their Idols,thinking 
thereby to fic both parties, [ewes and Heathens, 
witha religion wherein both might beegratifi- 


| ed. But what ſaith God * doth he approve this 


mixture ? verſe 34. Vanto this day they doe af- 
ter the former manners, they fear not the Lord, 


| neither do they after their ſtatutes, or after the 
law or commandement which the Lord com- | 


manded. God will not owne his owne com- 


ded with another, 


_— 
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manded worthip when minglcd and compoun-. 1 
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So Gal.5.1.2. Bee not entangled apaine with the 
yoke of bondage (that is) take heede of enter-| 
taining thoſe rites and-cuftomes of the ceremo- 
nialllaw, from which now by Chriſt yeare ſer} 
free. Well,but what if circumciſion the anci- 
ent charaQter bee ſtill retained, and joined un- 
to Chriſt*is it not betterto be ſure ot both? See 
what he anſwers in the ſecond verſe , Behold, 7 
Pant ſay wnto you, that if you bee circumciſed, 
Chriſt (ball profit you nothing, And again, verf. 
4+ Chrift © become of none effect to you; As if 
hee ſhould ſay, Take whether you will, either | 
Chriſt or circumciſion; for both yee cannot 
have : So Eſay.1.verſ.21, 22. Hows the faith- 
Full Citie become an harlot * But how proveth 
| hee that © Thy ſilner is become aroſe, thy wine 
| mnixt with water, He denics not butthey had 
filver and wine amongſt them ;, but as filyer 
mixt with baſer metrall becommeth drofle,and 
is no longer accounted filver : ſo wine when it 
is mixt with water leaves off to -be accounted 
wine. /cr.23.28, Hee that hath my word let 
bim ſpeake my word faithfally , for what # the 
chaffe tothewheat ? Whatſoever of our owne 
we offerto annexeto the word of God,in Gods 
account isas if wee added chaffe to wheate, by 
whichadditionthe wheate can bee no gaincr 
They thatgoe about to mixe true and falſe reli- 
gions, arelike thoſe that take too big a graſpe, 
and ſo let whatthey;meantto have ſuſtained fall 


truth 


and breake,as wee ſee in _— who mingled | 
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truth and falſchood, not changing the worſhip, 
as heethought, but the place and manner of 
the worſhip onely, leſt the kingdome ſhould 
returne unto the houſe of David, that was the 
intereſt, whereunto he thought to make religi- 
on ſtoope, 1. Kings 12.26. &c, But what came 
of it'? He madea nullitic of religion, and of his 
| andhis poſteritics title ro the kingdome. Saul. 
had a ſtrait command to deſtroy all the Ama- 

lckites, but becauſc in cxecutionof ithee needs 

would interpoſe his owne diſcretion , in ſpa- 


| ring Az42,andſome ofthe cattel, God takes the 


—_— 


- | kingdome from him forir. Afoſes will not 


| yeeldrothe King of Egypt to leave one hoofe 
behinde him, of any thing that did belong un- 
to the Iſraclites. Merdece, becauſe God forbad 
rhem to make peace with Awalet for ever, will 
| rather hazzard his owne and others ſafcrie;than 
| ſo muchas bow the knee to Heaman an Amale- 
kite, Dexiel when God commanded to pray 
towards the Temple, will not omit that cir- 
| cumſtance of his praicr, though he cannot pra- 


_ : Riſe it without hazzard of his life, This is the 


diſpoſition of all whoſe hearts are perfe& with 
their God, they dare not pare away the leaſt 
lap fremrthe g_ of religion,noradde the 
| leaſt Aye tothis boxe of precious ointment; for 
| in this curious clocke-worke of religion, every 

piaand wheele that is amifſe diſtempers all : 
And as we arewontto lay afidecracked veſſels, 
anddiſtempered watches as unuſcfull, ſodoth 


| 


God |. 
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God diſtempered and mixt religions. As 
to the Iewes, a garment made of linzy woolſic 
might not be worne : ſd to vsa Samaritan reli- 
ion, made vpof true and falſe, is notto been- 
ured , butas the tomacke loathes lukewarme 
water, ſo God lukewarme religions. As there- 
fore Elieh cxhorts the people to follow cither 
God or Baal, and not to halt betweene them 
both; ſo.it's good for vs to take heede of ming- 
ling truth and falſehood, whereof God is more | 
impaticntthan of either of the two extremirics 
apart. Forone to bea downe-right Papiſt may 
bea inne of ignorance; butto blend and min- 
gle with. it, to picke and chooſe ſome tinc- - 
tures of it to feruc our worldly tunes, cannot 
but bea fin of knowl : forif one were ful- 
ly in his heart perſwaded that Poperie -were 
the truth, he-would embrace that,and cleave to 
that alone ; againe,if our religion were thought | | 
to bethe right, that onely will be entertained; | | 
but when we mingle thus, and will not runne | 
without a byas, but for advantage balt willing- 
ly betweene both, wee cannot bee accepted, 
| Thisweſpeake bur for prevention, norknow- 
ing what temptations aftertimes may bring ; 
_ good preventing Phyficke to know the 
t @ | 
Secondly, ſeeing wee have proved that the 
iudgement of the Church-is not: infallible in 
points of faith.& dodirine;hencewemay learn, i 
to take upnothing meerely;, upon.truſt, not to 
D 2 thinke 


CY 
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——iadulgences, prater in an unknowne tongue, 


thinke things are ſo-onely becauſethe Church 
hath ſaid ir ;zthis foundation is too fandy for us 
to build our faithupon, that ſhould be builtup- 
08 the rocke which is the word of God : upon 
| which ground, ina manner,thewhole Fabricke 
|of Poperie will ſoone be overthrowne, ſeeing 
all,or moſt of them,are only tooke up upon the 
Churches credit; for in all the book of God ye 
| ſhall not finde a word for invocation of Saints, 
| worſhipping of Images, univerſalitic, & ſupre- 
macy of the Biſhop of Rome, purgatory, Popiſh 


praier forthe dead, conſecration of oyle, ta- 


pers, and holy water, and all that rabble of ſu- 
perſtitious ceremonies ; but are the hay and 
(ſtubble that men have heaped together, now 
one, and then another, according to their ſeue- 
rall fancies, till the myſtericof iniquitie was 
come vnto its fulneſſe: for all theſe controver- 
ies are founded, either uponthe decrees of the 
Pope, or unwritten traditions, orthe authority 
of the Church, or Scripture wreſted from the 
native ſenſeto that which they are pleaſed ro 
put upon it, ſothat this principle of rheir 
Church noterring,is thatindeede on which the 
very waight of Popery doth depend, ler this 
be taken away,and all comes quickly down. 
Thirdly, asthe Apoſtle here exhorts Time- 
thie, and in himall Miniſters to take heede how 
| hee behaves himſclfe in the Church of God, 


ſo may we doe all Magiſtrates, both ſupreme 
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and ſubordinate to be circumſpe& & wary how 
{ they behave themſelues, in this Church of 
God: for though the Miniſters bethe bees that 
makethe honey, yet the Magiſtrates arethe 
hives wherin it is made and kept;the Miniſters 
arethe vines that bring forth grapes, yet Magi- 
ſtrates are the elmes that underprop and huld 
up theſe vines;theMiniſter defends the Church 
with tongue & pen,the Magiſtrate with hand & 
power, wherewith for that end God hath fur- 
niſhthim , Miniſters arethe preachers of both 
tables, Magiſtrates the keepers ; the cxccutiue 
power of Word and Sacraments belongs alone: 
to Miniſters, but dire<tiue and coactue, for the 
orderly and well performance, belongs to 


Magiſtrates. And the text it {elfe affordes us | 


motives. 

It is the houſe of God, and its reaſon thete- 
nant ſhould keepe the houſe in repatatian , and 
they are Magiſtrates as well as Miniſters ; for if 
the ruines and breaches of the houſe bee once 
neglected, bothr hereſies and ſuperftitions will 
ſoone creepe in; and carrie captiue with their 
errours thoſe of the family. 

It is the Church of God,of which good Ma- 
giſtrates are nurſes, E/ay 49-23. as therforethe 
nurſe is bound to looketo the childe,and ſee it 

. Cheriſhed with wholſome food, and kept from 
dangers, as they will anſwer to the parents, 
'whoſechilde tis; ſo Magiſtrates are bound to 
defend and keepethe Church, to ſee it nouri- 
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| men Zezebel, which calltth her ſelfe « Propheteſſe, 


| ſhed with milke, and not with poiſon, thatis,] 


wich truth,and not with crrour, as they will an- 
ſwer to that God, who with his owneblogd 
hath purchaſed it unto himſclfe, 4s 20. 28. 
It is the lock of God,and its no diſparagement 
for Kings to bee his ſhepheards, as David was , 
if Wolves therefore dee cnter through their 
negligence,and ſnatch up now a ſheep,and then 
alambe, the Lord will one day require it at 
their hands, as Lebandid at /ac95s5, 

It is the pillar and ground of Truth, that is, 
the field or garden wherein Truth growes, and | 
Magiſtrates the gardiners or husbandmen , and 
therefore to ſee: thegood plants wate- 
red, the weedesand ſtones throwne out that 
hinder growth,the hedge kept ſtrong and good 
abour it; leſt as the Serpentgotinto Eden, and 
beguiled Eve,ſothe Serpents of our times creep 
through into this Garden, and corrupt the 
minds of any from that fimplicitie which is in 
Chriſt, The like Motives are every where in 
Scripture ſcattered , Revel. 2.20. Iheve « few 
thing s againih thee, becauſe tho ſuffereft that wo- 


ta teach and ſeduce mp ſervants tacemmit foruica- 
Hiow,aud tocate things offered to idols, Therefore 
neither: Errours, nor their Authours in the 
Church of Godaretobe ſuffered. 1obn 15.13. 
Eveny. plant which my heavenly Father hath not 
i ſhall beerauted out : Andwhoſhould: 
root them out,but Magiſtrates, to-whonm Gods; 


Vine- | 
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| David, burwhen heehad-eftabliſhed rhe King- 


| | way hiz:hearr after other gods, and his heart: 


tr the Lord, tooke away 'the:Sodomites out 


— _ 
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Itr'scometo the Old Teſtament, where the | 
hves of Magiftratcs arerepreſented, as the face 
is in aglafſe, that ſhewes both ſpors and beauty, 
2 Chrox.17. lehoſbaphat commanded the Priefts 
and Levites toinſtrutrhe People in the Law, 
from the ſeventh verſe xorhe tenth, buethars 
netall, burinthe fixthyerſcitis ſaid, Hirheert 
was tft up in the wazes of the Lord , fo that hre 
todhe away the high places, and ti F groves ont 
of 1#4xb. Let us caft onr tyes upon. the other 
Kings of Iſracl and Indah, and confiderwhat 
God himſclfe hath marked and obſerved in 
them, ſeeing his obſervarion canner butbe of 
moment, 'like afterifmes in the m 
booke. Of Sz/omen God hath obſerved, 1 King, 
I 1-4+ that when hee was old:his wives turned a- 


was notperfedt with the Lord his God, tharis, 
fatrte looſe from God, and then the Lord: left 


off todo im good:Ot Rebobonms;2 Chron. 17 | 


that for three yearcs hee walked imthe way of 


dome, and hadftrengthned himſelfe, he forſook 
the Law of the Lord, andall Ifradl with him, 
chapt. 1.2. 1.8 2. therefore inthe fifth yearc of 
Reboboams, sbiſbak King of Egypt came up a- 
gainſt Terufalem, becauſethey hadtranſgrefl? 
ainft the Lord :: Of uſe, i King. 15.11, 
F$eq that hee did what was right in the fight 


_—— 


of 


argents of 'a | 


lf 
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of the Land, removed all the Idols that his 
Fathers 'had' made, removed Mazceb his Mo- 
ther from being Queene, becauſe ſhe had made | 
an Idoll in a grove,and burnes her Idoll by the} 
brooke Kidron,but the bigh places were not ta- | 
kendowne; therefore verſe 16. there was war 
between .4/« and Baeſba King of Iſracl all their 
daies: yet thoſe high places were but the groves 
where the Tabernacle and Alrar were which 
Moſes made, where before the Temple was 
builc it was lawfull for them to offcr ſacrifice; 
yet this wasthatfor which the Lord is ſv off<n- 
ded, becauſe whenthe Temple once was built, 
it wasno longer lawfull to offer ſacrifice inan | 
other place. Now when Almighty God tall 
beelſo curious, have ſuch a quicke and icalous 
eye upon ſo ſmall an over-ſfighrt as this , how | 
ſenfible will he bee, when marters much worſe 
arc tolerated & permitted? /ude 3.the faith once 
given tothe Saints.[t was but once given;there- 
foreif loſt,or any way corrupted,it will not be 
given again:for ic was given oxce for all,8&is not 
robe revealeda ſecond time, and therefore he 
cxhorts them to contend earneitly for the ſame. 

For our ſclyes, wee have cauſe to magnific 
Gods mercie in our preſent conditien, under 
the government of his gracious Maicſtie, and | 
75 remember this day, which is the birth day 
of us Maieſtte, ſecing under his ſhadow wee 
enjoy the publicke profcfſion and praftice-of 
Religion, and mayilive notohly a quict, but an | 


honeſt 
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| fineſſe, and blefſed is theman that doth it dili- 
| God,ſo they had moreperte peace,and where | 
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honeſt life , a bleſſing that we cannor prize too | 
mach, and ſhould therefore much inlarge our 
hearts with thankefulnefſe ro God, and love 
to our Princes,to beſtow on them not only our- 
ward obcdicnce,but alſo inward, to afliſt then, 
and bee ſubie@ttorhem, nor by conſtraint, bur 
illingly, to pray for them not formally but 
heartily, as for the inſtruments and conduir- 
pipes of ſo great bleſſings.notwithſtanding we 
the Miniſters of God have been bold ro deliver 
from the mighty God of heaven and earth, to 
conſcicnce his vicegerent this impartiall and | 
inflexible rule; nat faſhioned! and bended by | 
the hand of many bur moulded -by the hety 
Ghoft, that thereby we may diſcouer wherein 
we have fallen ſhort, and bee carefullroamend | 
it : wherein we have done well, and be encou- 
raged to doc it more and more, that is, to make 
freer paſſage for the truth, and dam up the cur- 
rent of crrours, whether Popiſh er Arminian,or 
of what kinde elſe ſocver;for it's the Lords bu- 


gently : for as any walked more perfectly with 


uneveneſſe was found in their obedience, there 
was italſo found in Gods bleſſing on them. | 
Though wickednefle and crooked wayes may 
getthe ady e for a ſtart, yet by it ſhallno | 
matt bee eſtabliſhed, Proe.12.3. dagaine, | 
thongh yprighrneſſe bee ſometimes overwhel- | 


med,yert likea corkeat laſt it will ariſe from _— | 
E _der 
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, et it muſt bee well with thoſe thar 


der water;the proſperiticofwicked men, likea 


watrie ſua-ſhigc may for a whilc continue, bur 
the late evening will bring a ftorme tharnever 
ſhallblow over ; he may flouriſh for atime, like 
agr reene bay tree, but atlaſt ſhallſurely wirher. 
ole that are perfet with their God, may 
have a winters ſeaſon, but ſhall atlaſt befurero 
floutiſh.For if God be governour ofthe world, 
copay of the things therein, accordingto his 
ifgood and pet are done by himalone, 


fcare him, and Jill with thoſe that ſinne againſt | 
him; for. itwill be alwaics found atrucand. 
certainerule, That uprightnefſe andholineſle is 
che cauſe of all our happineſle, and obliquitic, 

| and finnethe cauſc of allour miſerie. 
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Flee that bath the Sonne, hath life : lend bee 
pbge bath not the Sonne, bath not life. 


p He Apoſtles {cope here "7m to 
e thew as what great privi- 
tedges wee have by Ieſus 
Chriſd 5 among wel this i by 
one of the chicfeſt, thar bee 
thet hath the Sowne bath life, 
that is, hee hath the life of 


plory for ever z which he ſets-outÞby the oppo- 

fire, and thati ig hee that beth mt the Soune bath 
not life. Sothiethis poitttHes eviderftly bef6re 
us, that hojoru barb not s fiirit ealbiife; for the 
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gracefor the preſent, andſhallhavethe life of | 
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i in Chriſt, and{ball live for ever , wherethefe 
ewo things are tobeobſerved: 
' Firſt, that every man by nature isadead 
man: dead,that is,in treſpaſſes and fins, 
Secondly, that yet there isalifeto.bee had 
that is,contrary tothisdeath..-- IJ <4;.14 
Firſt, I ſay, every man by nature is a dead 
man : forlife you ſce here is from the Sonne , 
now there .is no man borne a member of the 
new Adam, bur every man, is borneamember 
of the old Adam; and therefgre in that ſenſe 
he is borne a dead man,though otherwiſe indu- 
cd with a naturall.life. For ifthe rootebe dead, 
as the old Adam is, all the branches, zhat riſe 
from the roote, muſt needes be dead alſd, Againe, 
(ſpirituall life is nothing elſe, bura conjunction 
' of the ſoule with the Spirit of God,evenasthe 


{narurall life is a conjunQion of the body with | 


[the ſoule;now as the ſoule leaveth the bodie;1& 
'the holy Ghoſt withdrawes itſelfe from the 
ſaule,when it is disjointed,& diſtempered,and 
made vnfit for vie: for evenas a man dwels in a 
honſe while it is habitable, plaies on a muſicall 
[inſtrument while it is fir,uſeth a veſſelwhile itis 
| whole and found, but when the houſe growes 
ruinous, and inhabitable, hee departs / nh it, 
whenthe inſtrument is unſtrung, hee laies it a- 
ſide, when the veſſel! is: broken or boared 
thoraw, be caſts it away, and leaves it: even ſo 
daththe ſoule depart- from the body, when it 
growes ruinous, when it is made inhabitable 


—_— 
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through mortal diſcaſc,it laies it aſide as an out- 
worn garment : and after the ſame mannerthe 
holy Spirit withdrawes ir ſelf from the ſoule of 
a man, when it is broken, & ruinated, & diſtem- 
pered through rhemortall diſcalc of {in,and of 
naturall corruption, And this istheca{c of eve- 
| ry naturall nan whatſoever, till he be renewed 
by the infuſion of anew life; and yet itis the 
common opinion of naturall men,that if a man 
live in theChurch,and be baprized,and pray,8: 
hcarethe word, and imbrace rhe true rcligion, 


| andpraQtiſe the outward duties of it, that heis 


(out of doubt) in the ſtate of rhis ſpirituall life ; 
and therfore I think. it would bee an houre well 
ſpent todiſcover dead men to themſelves, to 
pcrſwade men,that except they be made new 
creatures, except they be borne again,they are 
in a ſtate of death, and cannar bee ſaved in that 
condition: for you fec,he thathath not life hath 
not the Son, and he that hath not the Son ſhall 
dic,the wrath of God abides upon himfor ever,loh. 
3.u/t, Now it is ſaid,Eph.4.18.thatmen arc/{rav- 
gers from this life through the ignorance thit is in 


| them, and throagh the hardweſſe of their bearts. 


Marke it ; they are ſtrangers from this life : 
Partly through /gnerence, becaulc they are 
| ignorant of this worke of life and regenerati- 
on,they thinke there is a greater latitude in reli- 
gion than there is, within w** compaſle if they 
come, they are ſafe; that is,though they be nor 


ſo ſtri,and ſo zealous, though they goe not ſo 
E 3 faſt 
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Signe, 


1] 


| naturall life and death, 


faſt to heaven as others, yet they ſhall doe as 
well as the beſt ; In a word, they are ignorant 
what belongs to this life, ſaith che Apoſtle,and 
therefore they are ſtrangers to it, 

Partly againe, they are ftrMgers, becauſe of 
the baraneſſe of their hearts, thatis, either be- 
cauſe they are ſo diſtrated and poſlefled with 
worldly buſineſſc,that they cannot attend ir,or 
they are ſo ſoaked and ſurfetted with pleaſures 
ys delights, that they are not ſenfible of the 


they are ſtrangers toit, that is,they are not able| 
to judge of it, whether they have this life of 
grace,ornot. You will ſay vnto mee, How ſhall 
we know it ? 

I anſwer, from thoſe properties of life and 
death, thar weetake from the ſimilitude of the 


Firſt,a man may know whether hee remaine 
inthe ſtate of Nature, whether hee be a dead 
man, by conſidering whether hee have anie 
change wrought in him : Foras it is ſaid of 
Chriſt,he was dead and is alive; ſo itis true of 
everie man that is in Chriſt,he was dead and is 
alive. and this implies agreatchange. 

There are manie changes in a man: age 
makes a change, place and companie make a 
change, educationand cuſtome and experience 
makeachange; bur when a man is tranſlated 


things that belong tothis life, and therefore | 


from deathrolife, iris arotherkind of change, 


hk is ſuchachange,zs if another ſonte dwelt in 
| the 


ki 
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theſamebodic, that aman thus changed can | 
ſay, Ego nov ſars £20. When his old luſts, his old 
acquaintance, his old temprations ſhall come, 


he is able to anſwer them, and to ſay hee is not 
| the ſame man ; though they knocke at rhe ſame 
| doore,yct there is another inhabitant come in- 
to the houſe,and they finde not him they looke 
for, Even as you {ce when a graft is put intoa 
Crab-tree-ſtocke, it changeth all , the ſap,and 
the fruir,and the leaves, and all are of another 
faſhion : ſoit is when the life of grace is pat in- 
rothe heart of a naturall man, it changeth the 
inward manand the outward, it changeth the 
| whole frame of the ſoule, For (my Beloved) 
this is not a light alteration , bur as the old 
ſtampe muſt bee obliterate before the new can 
be imprinted, as the old building muſt be pul- 
led downe, before you can ſct up a new ; ſothis 
old naturc of ours in agreat meaſure, muſt bee 
broken in pieces, & new moulded,betorea man 
can be madea living man : which is done by 
the infuſion of the ſupernaturall qualities of 
graceand holinefle, I ſay ſupernaturall; for e- 
ven as the carth may bring forth grafſe and 
common wilde flowers of it felfe, but ir muſt 
be plowed and ſown, before anie choiſe plants 
can grow there 2: cven ſo theſe common na- 
tures, which weall have, may bring out things 


bring ferth fruits of true righteou 


fle,rhc y 
muſt be plowed and ſowne. Plow 


is, A 
man 


Simile. 


Simile, 
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that are morally good , but before they .can| 
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man muſt be broken in heart , with an appre- 
henfion of his finne,and of Godseternal wrath, 
he muſt ſee himſelfe but a dead man, and hee 
mult be pricked and wounded in heart with the 
ſenſe of it, as thoſe in 42.2. after the ſermon of! 
Peter, who were pricked in their hearts, and cried 
out, Men and brethren,what (ball wee ave tobe ſa- 
ved ? For this is the plowing & the breaking of 
the heart. And againe,they muſt be ſowne too, 
that is, there muſt bee an implanting of ſpiri- 

tuall graces,which change and renew vs,accor- 

ding to that which you ſhall find, Rom.12.2. F«- 

ſhion your ſelves no more after this world,but be ye 

chenged, or metamorphoſed, by the remwewing of 
your minde , and this is one way by which you 
may diſcerne whether you bee dead or alive. 

Secondly, when there is no ation, when 
there is no motion ina man, you lay he is dead, 
when 2 man acts nothing, when hee ſtirres not 
himſelfe, we reckon hima dead man : now this 
is the caſe of every naturall man ; he is notable 
to move hand nor foot, inthe wales of true god- 
lineſle. 

It you ſay, I but they are able to doc ſome- 
thing,they arcable to pray,to heare the Word, 
to receive the Sacrament, they arc able rodoc 
many excellent duectics of juſtice andrighte- 
ouſnefſe amongſt men. 

I anſwer, ir is very true, but yetthe Scripture 


ſpeakes of certaine dead works, as Heb.9.14.The | 
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in themſelves, having all the lincaments of 
works truely good (as you know a dead bodie 
hath of a living) but yet indeedethey are bur 
dead workes, that is, they may havea golden 


ces from dead workes, that is, allthefe may dee / 
done by naturall men,and they are good works 


out-{ide, and bee verie beautifull in the fight of 
the doer, and likewiſe in the fight of men, but 
yet as Chriſts ſpeakes, be abominable in the (jg ht 
of God, A naturall man,you ſeetherefore,may 
pay a certaine debt of duetie, and obedienceto 
God, but hee paies it in counterfeit coine that 


| 


hath theſtampe, and colour, and ſimilitude of 
true coine, yctit confiſts, if you looke tothe in- 
wards , but of baſe metrall. I remember a 
ſtorie that Remigius tels, who was a Tudge in Zo 


reine, under whoſe iudgement many hundreds 
of witches were condemned ypon their owne 
confeffion, ſaith he, thedevill did bring them 
many boxes, that had currant coine in them,to 
the appearance of the witches, but when they 
cameto uſe them, they proved nothing butwi- 
thered leaves : I ſay atter the ſame manner,Sa- 
tan couſeneth natural men in things of greater 
moment, hee ſuffers them to thinke well of the 
good workes,and of the duetics thatthey doro 
make them thinke they are currant coine , but 
when they come to makeule of this treaſure, at 
the day of death, inthetime of extremiry,atthe 


withered leaves, ſuch as God will not accept. 


day of judgement, they findethem to bee but 
F The | 
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The Apoſtle ſpeakes, 1.Tim.3. of certaine 

men which had a forme of godlineſs,but deni- 
cd the power thereof, that is,that had a formall 
cuſtomary performance of good works, and of 

ood duties, with which the conſcience is ſatiſ- 
Bed. becauſe it is ignorant and is notable to 
judge. Satan doth with men in this caſe,as we 
are wont to do with children, we take from 
them true gold and filver,and when they fall a 
crying, ſtop their mouthes with counters, So,I 
ſay, Sathan labours to keep men from the live- 
ly and through performance of good workes, 
and of holy dueties, and then ſatisfies their 
conſciences with that which hath but a forme 
of godlineſſe without the power of it. 


/ 


td. 


good in ſucha manneras they are wroughtby 
him? 

FS, anſwer, you may know it by theſe two 
things : 


actions, that is, except they proccede from an 
inward priaciple of life within, they are not 
good aftions,they are ſuch as the Lord regards 
not, Now you know there are motions, as 
the motionsof clockes and watches, that pro- 
ceede not from life, but fromart ; ſoit is in this 


| done, many good motions ia the waics of god- 


But you will ſay, How ſhall a man diſcerne | 
it, whether thoſe good works thar are good in | 
themſclves, begood indeede, whether chey be | 


Firſt, it is certaine, that except they be vitall | 


matter of religion : many good actions may be | 


lineſle, | 


| 


{tomeof death. Theſe good workes, when _ 
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linefſe, which-yer may not proceede from life, 
from the life of grace, but from outward re. 
ſpetstomen, from feare of hell, from feare of 
judgements, in ſickeneſſe from the apprehen- 
ſton of death and calamity z in ſuch caſes wee | 
ay be ſtirred vp to doe them, andthen, even 
as the wheeles that are ſet a going by a ſpring, 
when the ſpring is downe, you know they ceaſe 
their motion , ſocommonly itis intheſe good | 
fits, in theſe good moodes of godlineſle, when 
that which ſets them aworke ts removed, there 
isanendof it ; and therefore if you would | 
know whether the workes that you doe bee 
right or no, ſuchas God will acceptatthe laſt 
day, confider if they proceede from an inward 
principle, from a principle of life within, 
Secondly, you ſhall know them by their 
coldneſle ; forcoldneſſe you know is a ſymp- 


are done by a naturall man, yet there is no life 
in them, there is no warmth, no vivacity and 
quickneſſe inthemggereas you know it is {aid | 
lam.5.Praier if it btervent prevailes much : an 
Rom.12. Be yee burning in ſpirit, ſerning the Lord ; 
thatis, all thoſe ducties that have not heare in 
them, that haue not fire.in them, God regards 
rhemnot ; the reaſon this, becauſe if no 
heate bee there, then is none of his ſpirit 
there, andthen you know our praiers are but 
the voyce of 'our:owne ſpirits,the workes that 


wedoe are bur dead workes,. becauſe they are 
F 2 - bur | 
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| 
” but the fruits and effects of dead fleſh, if there 


be none of the holy Ghoſt there : Now if there 
beeno heatethere, I ſay, there is none of the 
{ſpirit ; for the ſpirit is as fire, Whenceyou 
| knew it is, that our Sauiour ſaith, 7will bap- | 
tize you with rhe holy Ghoit, and with fire, that 
is, L will baptize you with the holy Ghoſt, 
' which is as fire. And therefore you ſhall finde | 
that holy men, havebeen uſually deſcribed by 
the ſimilirude of fire, as Chryfoflome ſaith, that 
Peter was like a man madeall of fire, walking 
[among ſtubble; and to one that deſired to 
know what kind of man Beſil was, it is ſaid 
[there was preſented in a dreame, a pillar of 
fire, with this motto, Ta/is eft Befiliws, Such a, 
One was Baſil , and old Latimerwhen he was al- 
\kedrhe reaſon,why there was ſomuch preach- 
ing, and ſo little praCtifing, hee gave this rea- 
[ſon, Dee#? ignis, fire is wanting : the ſame wee 

may ſay in this caſe, there may bee a perfor- 
| mance, much performance,of many good due- 

tics, of praicr, of hearinggyof receiving the Sa- | 
crament, of worſhipping God, 8&c. bur con-| 
ſider whether there bee fire, conftder whether 
they bee not done without that livelineſſe, and 
[that fervency, that the. Spirit of God requires, 
| whether they arecirtHMtr done without heate, or 
but halfe baked, as He/es's cake was, and ifſo, 
they be but dead workes : whereas true pray- | 


ing in ſecret betweene God and us, it is ſuchas 
warmes and quickens the heart, ir is ſuch as 
 bringyl | 
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bringsthe heart into a good frame of grace,and 


{uch as kindles a firc in us, that in a great mea- 
ſure. burnes upthe drofle of finnefull luſts and 


| that ; So a man that hathrhis life of grace in 


| his luſts, for his profit, for his credir, for his 


corrupt affections,So thatisthe next means;the 
ſecond meanes,by which wee may know,whe- 
| ther we are alive to righteoufnes;or dead in fin, 
to conſider whether we have any motions,and 
of what kinde thoſe motions, and actions are. 
. Againe, you ſhall know it by' conſidering 
what you contend for moſt , forlife is ſweete, 
and every Creature would maintaine his life, 
and will part with any thing rather than with 


him, hee will ſuffer any thing, hee will loſe his 
life, his goods, his libertic, andall, ratherthan 
hee will wound his conſcience, and violate his 
inward'pecace, and communion with God, be- 
cauſe that isas ſweet and as dcare to him as life, 
whereas another man he contends as much for 


ſersit right before God, and right hearing is| 


plealures,nay for his fins, and will rather ſuffer 
the lofſe of a good conſcience, will rather ſut- 
fer any unevenneſſe in his wayes-towards God 
and men, ſuffer any finne, ratherthan hee will 
be prejudiced in theſe things, becauſe in this is 
his lifebeing dead to Chriſt, andaliveto fin. 


Againe,fuch as the food is,ſuchis the life, If 
irbe the life of ſfinne that a man lives,which the 
Scripture calls death, then the-ſecrer ——_— 
andthe inward affections feed on carnall de- 
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{which is preſent, orhee cheares up himſelfe 


pts, cyrher paſt, preſent, or to come,that is, 
ve ak folaccth imſclfe with the contem- 
plation of what he hath had,or he feeds on thar 


with the thoughtsand projects of thoſe carnall 
delights whichare future , whereas a man that 
lives the life of grace, the contrarie is moſt ac- 
ceptable to him : for everie life drawes to it 
ſelfe that which is moſt ſutable,and moſt agree- 
able ro ir,that is,the food wherewith it is main- 
tained, and that wherein it delights : Pleaſure, 
voluptas, being nothing elſe indeed but the ap- 
plication of that which is convenicnt and a- 
cabletous. 


occupie themſelves in hearing, in reading, in 
praying,and ſuch like holy exerciſes, 

I an(wer, thatthey may, and it is well, theſe 
things are very good and commendable, and 
notto bee omitted : but yet there is ſomething 
muſt be added;forthis is not enough,cxcept we 
bee nouriſhed by theſe ductics, and graw by 
them ; as you know it is ſaid, 1 Petey 2, Deſire 
the ſincere milke of the word, that you may grow 
thereby ;, andas your common ſaying is, Shew 
me wor the meat ut the man. For Chriſt the great 
Shepheard of the ſheepe is affected inthiscaſe, 


but ſhew me the lac & /avam,the woole and the 
milke; that is, ſhew methe fruits andthe effects 


nh F1 


And if you ſay now, But naturallmen may | 


as (hepheards are wont to be,that ſay notto the 
{ ſheepe, ſhew me the hay that have given you, | 
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| of all your hearing,and praying:fora man may 

bee cenverſantinalltheſe duetics, andyet for! 
want of life, andfor want of adigeſtive facul- 
tic within, that is, not turning them to bloud 


not grow and be ſtrengthened by them, but be 
as a man in an atrophie, that cates yerie much, 
and yet is as leane and meager asif he bad cate 
nothing.Of ſuch the Scripture ſaith, They have 
4 name to live,but aredead: Andthey are alway 


and ſpirits, hee may not be nouriſhed, hee may | 


learning, but never come tothe knowledge of 
thetruth, that is, tothe ſaving knowledge of it. 

But now for the laſt propetrtic of life, asitis 
the propertic of every life, not only to draw to 
it ſelfe things ſutable, but to expel! and op- 
pugne whatſoever is contrary and hurtful co it: 
ſo hethat is a living man inChriſt Ieſus,though 
| hee hath the reliques, and the wefts, and the re- 
mainders of finne ſtill in him, yetheis ficke of 
them, hee fights againſt them, hee reſiſts chem 
continually, as health refiſts fickneſſe, or as a li- 
viog fountaine refifts the mud that fals into it,it 
workes it out, and dothnot reſt till it bee cleare 
| apaine , whercas another man works out thoſe 
| good things, thoſe good thoughts and motiens 


that are injected and kindled in him (for ſome 

| good moods and good fits they may have)l ſay | 
they rejet them, and are fick of them,and wea- 
ry of them, and of the meanes that ſhould in- 
creaſe them,and they arc not well tillthey have 
gottenthemſiclves into another element : _- 
| or 
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forme finnes whichare ſuteable to themycither 
by diſpoſition, or by cducation,or by cuſtome, 
thoſc they ſuffer to lye continually unexpelled, 
and uareliſted, as mud in ponds and dead wa- | 
ters. And this(Beloved)is agreat ſigne of death: | 
for I will be bold to ſaythis,thatif we lic inany 
knowne ſinne, that is, if there bee a continued, 
tract of any ſinne that wee know to bee a {inne, 
that is drawne as a thread through our whole 
converſation, bee it fornication,or adultery, or 
ſwearing,or drunkennefſe, or malice and envie, 
or anic other ; I ſay itis verie dangerous, yea | 
deadly,if it have dominion,ifwelic in it;as you 
know a prevailing diſeaſe killeth, and one diſ- 
caſe will doe it as well as a hundred, as a ſwine 
that paſſeth by a thouſand dirty puddles, and 
yet wallowes bur in one, ifſhee lic in one, itis | 
| enough to make her unclean and filthy all over, | 
as ifſhz had done it inmore. The Scripture is 
plaine in this caſe, 2.Cor.5.17. Whoſeever is in 
Chriſt is a new creatare, and oldthings are paſſed 
. | aw41,0!l things are become new. Gal.5 .24.Whoſs- 

ever is in Chrift hath crucified the fleſh with the 
affeaions of it.Sothatif there bee oneliving luſt 
ina man, ifthere be one luſt perfeRly living, it 
is an argumenr,thatthe whole bodic of death is 
alive inus ; and if it bee ſo, weareyetina ſtate 
of death, and are not tranſlated zo the glorious 
libertie of the Sons of God. And ſo I haue ſhew- 
ed you that every man by nature is dead in treſ- 
paſſes and finnes, and how. you ſhall know it, 


and 
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and that if wee continue inthar condition, and 
ſhall never partake of the ſecond reſurreQion, 


there is «life that ts contrary to thisdeath,8 that 
you may underſtand what itis,you muſt know 
| that every man by nature is in a dead flcep, 
and therfore he ſees not this death, nor feels it, 
nor regards it ; for as a dead man feeles not 
that he is dead, ſo hee that wants this ſpirituall 
life, he is nor ſenſible of it ; forthe ſoule inthe 
worſe condition it is,theleſſeit feeles it, though | 
it benotſo with the bodie. 

And therefore the firſt thing that muſt bee 
done,to bring a man out of rhis miſerable con- 
dition of death, is to waken him, to opcn his 
eyes, to ſeethat hee is a childe of wrath, andto | 
ſee what extreame neede hee ſtands in of Ieſus 
Chriſt,and ro ſeeke and tolong after him —_ 
a condemned man longs aftcr his pardon, and 
as hee that was purſued by the avemger of bloud, 
inthe old law came tothe citie of refuge, for 
ſafetic and for ſhelter : I ſay, after that manner 
we muſt firſt be awakened. This you ſhall ſee, 


edead, That wakening therefore is the firſt 
worke. And ſo Rem.7.9. (it isan excellent ex- 
preſſion) ſaith hee, 7 was once alive without the 
Law, but wenthe Law came, ſinne revived, and 1 
dyed ; the meaning of it is this, before when I 


are not partakers of the firſt reſarreciion, wee | 


Now we cometo the ſecond, namely, that| 


| F965 . Aweke thou that ſleepeſt and ſlend up from | 
o 


was ignorant of the Law, I chought my ſelfea | 
| G living 
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living man, in as good aneſtate asthe beſt, —| 
when the Law came;thar is, when I was enligh -| 
rened,when I ſaw the true meaning of rhe Law, 
that I ſaw my.ſclfe, and ſaw finne ina right | 
glaſſe,then finne was alive and I dicd ; that 1s,] | 


- | ritually dead ſhall heare rhe voice of the Sonne 


| found my ſelfe to beno betterthan adeadman. | 
| Sothar is the firſt worke, that God dothto a 
| man, whom hee meanes to ſave, to waken him | 
| out of this dead fleepe,to charge finne upon his | 
| conſcience, andro ſer it upon bim topurfue | 
| him, as the avenger of bloud wee ſpake of be- | 
fore, Whenthat is done once, then a man will | 
flic to the citie of refuge, that is, hee flies to 
Chriſt, as o«b did tothe hornes of the altar, & 
he cries and cals carneſtly for the pardon of his 
| ſinnes,cven as Sawpſos cried for water, Give me 
| water, or /aie. And when aman comes thus to 
| Chriſt, thus humbled,then Chriſt accepts kim, 
| andthen hee breathes this breath of life into 
| him, as God breathed the breath of life into A- 
| 4a, and {Ois madcaliuing man,zaccording to |: 
that, /oh.5.29. Thetime ſhall come, when the acad | 
| /ball heare the woice of the Souneof God, and they | 
that heave it [ball live, thatis, thoſethatare ſpi- 


CDT ra 


of God, andrhoſe thatheare it ſhall live ; for 
whena man touchethChriſt by faith,as the wo- 
man touched the hemme of his garment, there 
gocs a certain vertue out from him, that heales 
the ſoule,as that vertue healed her bloudy iflue. 
And this isathing muchto be marked,thateven | 
as 
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; {ſtone, there goes avertue fromthe loadſtone, 
| [that drawestheirontoit ; ſothough Chiiſt be 
* [in heaven, and weareantheearth, there gocs a 


reformes us, and quicken<thus by this infuſion 
of anew life, by this tranſmiſſion ofa certaine 
powerandyertucthatcomes-from him. * 

| You will-ſay, Bur this is ſomewhar obſcure, 
what kinde of vertue is this ? what kinde of in- 
fuſion and tranſmiffionis it ? 

My -beleyed, itis true, it is the great myſtcrie 
| of life and regeneration;3butasfarreas iris cx- 
; prefſſable,we will explaineuntoyou. It is done 
| after thismanner: Euen as you ſeean artifi- 
| cer, when he goesaboutany worke of art,there 
| goes a certaine' influence from the $k1ill that is 


ſeated in his minde, that paſſeth upon the work | - 


| as he moulds and faſhions it, andſets a ſtampe 
' upon itaccordingto that de that is conceiued 
' within ; or as wee ſee, whenthe will movesthe 
| members of the bodie to and fro, there gocs 
a commanding.aQtive power fromthe will that 
acts themembers, and ſtirres them according 
tothe diſpoſition of the will yoras wee ſec in 
the workes of nature, whenthe bees make their 
_combes, and the 6:ras their ncaſts, there goes 
outa certaine inftin& from God, the author of 
nature, that impels and.inftigatesthe creatures 
todoeaccording to their kinde, Such a kinde 
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| 2s you ſee when the iron comes neare the load-t 


certaine vertue from him, that drawes' us to. | 
him; and not ſoonely, but itchangeth us, and'| 
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of vertue and powerit is,thatthe Scripture cals 
the vertue of his reſurreQion, that comes from 
Chrift 8 from the Spirit of Chriſt,that moulds 
& faſhions the heart of a man,that commands 
powerfully in him, and that guides and direQs 
him,to doe things agreeableto his will. And 
this isthat , my beloved, which the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes of, Eph.1.19. hee praies, thattheir eyes 
might be opened, that they might ſee the exceeding 
reatne(ſt of his power, that workes in thoſe that 
, rs. where marke this,that it is called pow- 
er, that is, it is not an emptie forme of godline([e, 
but an effefuall preualent power,thar purs not 
upon us onely the waſhy colour of a good pro- 
fcſkon, but that dies the heart in graine with 
grace and holineſſe, that doth nor onely alter 
that ſuperficies,but changeth the whole frame 
of the heart, and turnes the rudder of the life, 
and guidesthe courſe roa quite contrary point 
of the compaſſe. And this differs from the 
forme of godlineſſe, that wee ſpake of be- 
fore, asthe life differs from the piQure, as the 
ſubſtance differs from the ſhadow, as rhat 
| which hath finewes and efficatiouſneſſe in it, 
from that which is weake and powerleſſe. This 
vertue and power that comes from Chriſt, 
when God meanes to make one aliuing man, 
it doth not only make proffers & offers, it doth 
not onely breed in the heart good deſires and | 


_—_ that when they come- to thebirth, 
ve no ſtrength to bring forth, but it ſo planes 
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them in the hearr, that they live there asthe 
creatures live intheir owne elements, whereas 
in thoſe that have their old hearrs,and theirold 
natures ſtill, they wither and vaniſhaway, as 
plants thatare in a ſoile that is net connaturall 


and ſutable rothem. And therefore if wee| 


would know whether this life be wrought in vs 
orno, letus confider whether ever wee have 
had experience of ſucha great powerand ver- 
tue, of ſuchan influence from Chriſt, that may 
change us and reforme and renew us,and make 
us not onely willing to liuea holy life, to have 
our luſts mortified, to pray fervently, and to 
keepe the Sabbath with delight, but that cnableth 
us to doe theſe things alſo, asthe Apoſtle 
ſ} praks,! am able to doe all things through Chriſt 
that ſirengtheneth me. So much ſhall ſerve to 
ſhew you;that we are by nature dead,&rhat yet 
there is a life robce had thatis contrary to that 
death. Now for application of this,which ſhall 
be threefold. 

Firſt, let us be exhortedto beleeve,that there 
is fuchalife for it is ſaid, Co/, 3.thatthis life « 


bid with Chritin God: itis hid,and therefore to 


be beleeved ; for things that wee ſee, wee need 
not to beleeve, Now that wee may know why 
it iS ſaid tobe a hidden life, letus conſider, 
From whom it © bid,and 
With whabit « hid, 
From whom is it hid 2 
Itis hid from naturall men, even as colours 
ROY ” 3 Wo are| 
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Buefh.2. 
Anſwer 1. 


are bid-fromablinde man,or.as:theyarehidde 

in thedarke. The colours; are there, butthey 

are hid from man, becauſe either hee wants an 

eye, orbe wants lightto feethem. | 
Againe, with-what is ihid? 

- 'Ehis ſpicituall life, chis life of grace, is hid 
with this naturall life z weſee men breathe and 
live, butthislifeis within, wee are not able to 
ſeer.. | 


Anſwer 2. 


anſwro Jo 


as Chriſt was hid undera Carpenters ſonne, as | 
the wiſedome of God is hid-under the fooliſh- 
neſſe of preaching,as thoſewhamthe world was 
not worthy of - were hid under ſheep-skins,and 
goat-skins, Hebr.11. and as thegreat myſteries' 


Againe, it is hid under a. baſe out-fide, even 


of ſalvation.are hid under the meane elements || 
. | of Bread and: Wine : after:the ſame mantier{! 


cauſe thoſe rhat live this life of grace, for the 
moſt part, are baſe and contemtible in the eye 
of the world : And this is another thing that 
| hidesthis life from us. © + * 

And thirdly, jt is hiddenwiththe infirmitics 
of the Saints z eyenas/youſte this natural! life 
hid ia a ſwound, ar asteafon is hid-in drunken- 
| nefle, there is-lifetbere;andreaſon there, but it 

isnot ſcene, [t cannot be denied that the holieſt 
men have many ipfirmities, (as you know Da- 
vidand Peter what they-fell into): and becauſe 
of that wee cannot ſee this ſpiritual life, but are 
ready'tothinkefor the timerhat there is ns life 


this life is hid-; Iſay underabaſcour-fide, be- | 


[1n them, 
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Andlaſt of all, this lifeis hid fromus by miſ.. 
reports,evcn as Chriſt was hid from the world, 
being reported to beamime-bibberand scompe- 
| wioz of giutrons, and one that caſt ont Divels 
through Beelzebubthe Prince of Divels , thus he 


this manner, in2 Cor.6 1aith he, Weeare as de- 


yet ſaith he, weare deceivers, thatis, wearere- | 
portedto;be deccitfull and falfemen. Therfore | 
thoſethar are ingreat place,thouldtake ſpecial! | 
| heede howthey admit reports 5 for you ſhall | 
finde this, that inallages,in.a#Htorics, men for 
the maſt part have beene miſ-reported, igood 
menrthe worft reported of, and evill men the 


juftifie thewicked, and condemne the generation »f 
thejaft. I ſay, alltheſe waies this life is hid from | 
| us z andrtherefore wee muſt belecve it, though | 
| we may helpour ſelvesa little with<xpericnce. 
| We ſee there isa generation of men, wholſelifc 
| is not in carnal! pleaſures and delights,that give 
' notthemſelves up to ſinne againſt God,and it is 
certaine that no man can live withqut fome 
delight, no creature can live withoutit : fince 
therefore their delight isnot in theſe things, -it 
is likely that there is another life that they liue, | 
that is,an inwardand retired life, even this life, | 
which is hid with Chrift in God, | | 


that 


was hid : And fothe Apoſtle?#v/,and thereſt | 
of the Apoſtles were hid fromthe worldafter ) 


ctivers theugh true, that is, though wee betrue, | 


beft ; ſo that if wee judge by reports, wee ſhall | - 


| 
Again, youſeethere is a generation of men, | 


Anſwer 4. 


LESS N— WE om "_ — —_— eta 


The New Life. - 


me»: 


ments,yea death it ſelfe: and ſurely they would 
not be {@ willing to part with this naturall life, 
ifrhere were not a better life, a life that they 
ſera higher priceupon : I ſay, they would nor | 
letthis goe, if they had not hope of another, 

Thus we may helpe our ſelves with experience, 

but yer we muſt belceve it. And this is the firft 

vic that weeareto make of this,to beleeve that 

thereis ſuchalife. 

| Secondly, if hee that hath not this life is not 

in Chriſt, why then, my beloved, it concernes 

us toſee that wee havethe fruits and effects of 
this ſpiriruall life in us, that thatchange bee 
wrought in us, that wee ſpake of, that we have 
thoſe motions and thoſe ations, that proceede 
from an inward principle of life, that wee have 
that 4/treGive diſpoſition, and that exps/five 
diſpofition which may empty our hearts of all 
known finne, which is alſo an effe of this life. 
And this further we muſt chicflylook to that we 
love the brethren, which for ought I ſee the holy 
Ghoſt points at above all other figns of this {; "4 
ritual life;you have it 1 /04.3.14.#e know by this 
that we are paſſed fro death to life , becauſe we love 
the brethrew. You know adcad member hath no 
ſymparhic with the reſt, buta living meniber 
hath a fellow: feeling, yeaa quicke and exqui- 
fite ſenſe within, whenanie of the members are 
pained or hazzarded. Therefore let us labour 
ro find this charadter of life in our ſelves by be- 


chat are willing to ſuffer tortures,and impriſon-| 
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ingaffeted to our I and brethren, 8& | 
by having bowels of c6- 
paſſion in us,to melt over their condition, & to 
defiretheir ſafty as our own. For why ſhouldwe 
notfarethey notthe ſameChurch of God as we 
are? are they not bought with the ſame price, 8 
are they net as dear to God?and certainly,if we 
ſhew loveto any Church,becauſe it is aChurch, 
we would doitto onc as well as to another, 
Again, we have reaſon to commiſerate them 
for our owneſakes, For we cannot ſtand alone, 
and God hathſo ordered ir in his providence, | 
Lake 6.38. that looke what meaſare we mete to 0- | 
thers,in their diſtrefſe,,ven ſbel meaſure the ſame 
ro us in our neceflitie , and how ſoone the fire 
may take here alſo, we know not ; But this you | 
ſhall finde in the prophefie of /eremiah, when 
the nations dranke of the cup of Gods wrath, 
we ſcethere the cup went round, everie nation 
dranke of it, ſome more, fome leſſe. But if men 
doe not docit, yet certainely God will recom- 
penceus with good if we doe it, with ill if wee 
omitit, For though he ſeemeangriewith his 
Churches for atime, as Devid was with Ab/e- 
lone ; yet as 104 never did Devidſoacceptable 
aturne inall his life,as when he ſoughtto bring 
home Ab/a/ow his baniſhed ſonne , though hee 
were apgrie with him, (becauſe his inward af- 
fetion was toward him allthe while) ſowee 
cannotdoe God a more acceptable turne, than 
to helpe his Churches, — for the preſent 
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—| they ſeeme to bee underthe cloud of hisanger. 


i | I84,5,23. We ſecthere how the Lord is affected 
: | inſuch a caſeasthis;Carſe ye Hderozyſaith the 2m 
; | gel of the Lord , yeacw fe theinhabitants of Mer oz 
: | bitterly, becanſe they came not to helpe the Lord,z0 


And dovbtleſſe the Lord would take itexece- 
ding ill, if we ſhould neglet our ductytorhemn, 
(as I hope we doe not,and ſhall not,)as you ſet, | 


| helpe the Lord againit the mighty. Marke, hee 
| doth not ſay, becauſe they did them any wrong, 
| but becauſethey came nor ont, but ſare ſtill ; and 
| youknow therule, that bee hat keepes not off aw 
| iniurie when he may, he doth it. 

Againe, marke the ground why they came 
| notout, becauſe it wasto helpe the Lord apainit 
| the mizhtie, Whenthe enemics were mightie, 
| they had reſpectto their owne ſafetic, and ſate 
| till. and that phraſe isto bee obſerved chiefly, | 
| they came not to belpe the Lord, itwas not to 
| helpethe Lord, butto helpe the Churches at 
. that time, and yet the-Lord takes" 'itas doneto | 
| himſelfe, | | | 
| , Bat now on the other fide, as the Lord 
| wouldrake itill, if wee doe itnot;focertainely 
| if we doe he will take itexceeding wellar our 
| hands. This worke bath meate in che mouthof 
| ##, it bringsa ſure reward, Even asthe Arte | 
| when it was harboured by- Obed-Edom, and 0. | 

| thers, it broughta bleſfing rothem , ſocertain- 
ly the Church brings a blefling ro rhoſethat 
| defend it ; whereas onthe other (ide, whenthe | 
| Arke | 
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| God from being devoured by ftrangers, wee 


tomaniefailings. Letthisthereforeſtirre us up 
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Artewas violato , andilluſed bythe Philifiver, 


& the men of B#4bſbeweſb,you know how man 

thouſands were ſlaine forir. Whence I gather, 
If God would doeſo much for that, which had 
buratypicalholineſfe,that was but a dead Tem- 
ple, where he dwelcbur for atime;whar will he 
doe if his living Templebe deſtroied * For the 
people of God arc his living Temple, 7er.2.3. 
it is ſaid, 7 cl # a hallowed to the Lord, 


my fir fruits, andiherefore;bet that devoars it,| - 


ſhall offend, and evill ſhallcometohim, ſaith the 
Lord. And therefore in helping the Charch of 


NuoOu——__— 


helpe a hallowed people, for wee ſee the Lord 
reckoned Iſrael fo, though they were ſubject 


to-doe it withall diligence. We may fall out 
andin at heme, and the viceſſitude of fair wea- 
ther and foule within our owne hemiſphere 
may paſſeaway, andblow oyer (as I hopeit 
will,and I pray God it may) yet inthe meane 
time, ifany ofthe Churches ſhall be ſwallow- 
ed up, you know that is a thing that cannot be 
recalted: Therefore let us refolveto doe our 
beſt, andto doeit in time. Andthis I will be 
bold to ſayfor our enco ment, they are 
the Churches of God, there is 2 Godin 
heaven that tendreth them, and hee is a God 
that delights to bee ſerene in the mounts, even 
whenthings are paſt hope ; -and thongh their 


encmies bee exceeding great and mightie, yet 
H 2 
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\meſſage from God may. comfort, and encou- 


| contend and wraſtle with Godby praier, and 
| nottoſet him reſt, till hee havegiven reſt to his 


— ——_—_— A 


[when they goe about to oppoſe the Church, 
they areas a heape of ſtraw, that goes about to 
| oppreſſe a cole of fire, that will couſume them , 
or as one that deyoures a cup of poiſon, that 
will proove his death; or as one that goes about 
to overthrow a great ſtone, that: falsbacke a- 
gaine,and bruiſeth him to powder; (they are all 
the Scriptures expreſſions, as you hall finde 
Zach.12.) So Iſay,the Lord will deale with the 
enemies ofhis Churches, and will preſerve 
them ; therefore let this hope encourage us to 
doeittherather. For your Maieſtie,wee are 
|perſwadedas your profefſion js,ſo your deſires 
and intentions are moſt reall- and firme: and 
when wee ſay wee are foperſwaded, as Pau! 
ſpeakes in another caſe,we {peakethe truth and 
| tenot,(for pulpers arc not for flatterie;) but we 
ſpeake as from God, is the fight of God, and a 


rage, and confirme you in it. For us that are 
ſubjeRts, let us be exhorted to doe our parts, to 


Churches , and not onely fo, butthat wee doe 
our parts, that which is within our compaſle ; 
eſpecially as any have greater power and op- 
portunitic of doing-good, let them conſider 
that excellent ſpeech of MordecaytoHeſter, Hef. 
4.24. 1f thes bold thy towg ue at this time Aetive- 
renceſbell appeare to the lewes from anarher place, 
but thas anathy hoaſe [bal / periſh, The mean ing 1s 

chis,| 
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this, then there was an opportuniticof doing 
,goodto the Church, (as you know then in what 
. extremitie the Tewes were) therefore,ſaith he, 
'ifrhou doenor doe jr, thou andthy houſe ſhall 
periſh, For if any bean impediment, nay if a- 
ny doenot doc their beſt, I pronounce thisin 
| the Name of the moſt true God,thar ſhall make 


ſhal periſh, and be as the ſtraw that we ſpake of, 
that oppreſſeth the toale;bf fire;' Bur ion the 0- 
ther fide, if they ſceke to deliverthe Churches 
from bis. and their-cavmies, there isthis great 
| advantage in it, it with move God to deliver 
them from their enemies againe;\ormaketheir 


ſaith, her a mans wayes pleaſe the Lord; hee will 
make hit enemies at peace with him, © 
1. Thirdly andlaſtly, tee us beexhorted' to live 
this life of grace, tharis, ro doe the duties of 0- 
bedicoce, wherewith this life isnouriſhed and 
maintained: for ſothe Lord ſaith, He that keepes 
my... Commanaements ſhall lhue in them. 3 even 
asthe flame livesinthe oyle, orasthe creature 
lives by its food: foa man lives by keeping the 
Commandementsof God, tharis, this ſptritu- 
alllife, this life of grace, it is maintained by 
doing the Commandements :-whereas onthe 
other fide, eyerie motion out of the wayesof 


it good ſooner or later, they and their houſes | 


enemies tq bee at peacewiththem; as Salomes'| 


Gods Commandements, and into finne, is like 
the motion of the fiſhourt of the water, everie 
motion isa motionto death. And © that wee 
H 3 could 
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- could thinke of -finne, of everiefinne; as PW 
 tion:todeathyand of every good aGivn-/as R 


joy;andthis life they live:To incourage us to it, 


putting on towards life z that wee could thinke 
this lite of grace, ro hee farre more excellent 
than thelifeof nature;or the life of finfull laſts, 


| and pleafures,and Uclights !/ for ſo itis. Strely 


that life. which God” atid Angels live, 'muſt 
needs bee the moſt excellent, "andthe fulleſt of 


letus but conſider, | how: God interlaceth this 

lifeof grace with the lifeof joy, and of peace 
and outward proſperiticz-as you ſee in diuerſe | 
examples. Gideon, as long as he did the ations 

of this life, you know how hee proſpered, but 
when hee ſetupa goldenEphod, after which 
the peaple went awhoring, it was the deftru- 
ion of him and his houle', Sa/omen, how glo- 
rious was his rifing ! as a brighttmorning with- 
out clouds,and ſo hee continued to the evening 
of his life , but then when hee began to ſuffer 
rebcllions in his Kingdomeagainſt God in mat- 
ters of Religon,(as.it is aid he ſerup 4ſbrerorh, 
the abomination of the Zydoniens, atid Atilcom, 
the abomination of the TMnorires, &c.) then 
God ſtirred up rebellions againſt him, then it is 
[aid that Headed, & Rbefom,and Teroboarm his own 
ſervant, lift up his handagainſt him ; for, ſaith 
the Text, he ſtirred themup for that cauſe : So 
thatas long as S«/omez 'did the ations of this 
life, God proſpered him continually in a bigh 
degree; and when hefell fromiit, heefellfrom 
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' | tharpeace: which heehad. fo God interlaceth' 


this life ofgrace,withthe lifeof joy;and prace; 
andoutward proſperitie, 'DThe like you lee in 
his forine Rebobrams forthree:ycercs,: when hee 
ſoughr the Lord, faith the Texr, and did the 
actions of rhislife, 2 Cbron:116 ſolonghepro-| 
ſpered, things wenr well wirh him, and in Zers-i 
ſalens \, bur after threeyceres hee forſooke the / 
Lord, and ſuffered the'people ro make them 

high places, then'ir isſaid in the Text, inche 
fifthycare of his Reigne God gavehbim two: 
yeeres ſpace) he poured out hrs wra/h apon kim 
and upon lerafalem, by the hands of Shiſb«c+., the 
King of nes Where iris ro becobſerved,xhat | 
this eval fell upon him; not becauſe: Shifhuck 

was angry, but becauſe the Lord was angry 
with him; for it isnot ſaid,rhatit was Sbiſbacks 
wrath,” buethe Lords wrath ; heewwasburthe 


viall, battheinftrumer, through which Gods 


\wrath was poured upon him : Butancxample | 


_—_— 


| you ſhall finde of this moſt clecre ined, | 
| 2 Chron, 25.6. itis ſaid, that/z2/4h ſongbs the! 
| Lord ull the dayes of Zecherichthe Prophet, and 
| as long as he ſoughrthe Lord, he proſpered, ſo 
| long as he didrheations of this life, the lifc of. 
10y,and proſperitie,and peace rannealong with 

it ; butafter vrr/e 10. when the Lord hed helped 
him that he grew mightie, then ſaith the text, 43s | 
heart was lift uy 10s defly udtion, So that even | 
as you ſee blazing comets, though they bee | 
but comets, yet as long as they keepe —_ 


| ——__—— 
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[as youſec onthe other ſide, all holy and good 


| tude, yet becauſe thou reitedſt on the Lord, he gave | 


ſhinebright, but when they begin-to decline 
from their pitch,and fall ro the earth, they va- 
niſh ; ſo when men forſakethe Lord and minde 
earthly things, then they loſe theirlight, and 
are diffipated and come to deſtruction, where- | 


Kings, that lived this life of grace conſtanly, 
they ſhined in the darke world,as ſtars in a dark 
night, neither loſing their light, nor falli 
from their place. Andthis you ſhallfindeinall 
the ſtories of rhe Kings of - as and /adab,that 
cither their ſuffering of Idolatrie and ſuperſti- 
tion at home, or their reſtin eo Aſbar and 
Egypt abroad, was the cauſe of all their miſcrie: 
for when they were in diftreſle, they ſought to 
thoſe nations that proved as b&rodkes reedes,that 
did not onely deceive them, but did runne into 
their hands. On the other fideyou ſhall obſerve, 
that thoſe that lived this life of grace perfeQly, 
whoſe hearts were perfect with God, that emp- 
tied out all the old leaven of Idolatrie and ſu- 
perſtition at home, and in all their diſtreſſes 
and wants truſted vpon God, you ſhall finde, 
4 propertionably as they did this, more or 
lefle, ſothey proſpered. As youſecin Aſa, (it 
is the Prophets owne ſpeech to him, that was 
{entto him from the Lord, 2.Chr.16.)ſaith he, 
Aſa, when there came a mightie army again} thee 
of Lubyms and Ethiopians that were (as it is inthe 
Chapter beforc) as che ſands on the ſes for multi- 


hs... _ 


thee 
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thee thevidlory over them,afterwar 
eſcaped his hands. And why* Becauſe hereſted | 
onthe King of Arew.So likewiſe /choſaphat,we 
ſce when he came backe from helping Acheb 
the battell of Reworb-Gilead, the Prophet Jebs 
' meetes him, 2.Chrs.19.2.and ſaith thus to him, 
Oh Iehoſaphat, wilt thou helpe the wicked? wilt 
thes love thoſe that bate the Lord? wrath is gone 
outagainſtthee; and ſointhe next Chap.yver.2. 
it is ATR 0" armie came from beyond 
the ſea, and Jeboſaphbet was ſoreafraid. Like- 
wiſe when hee 1oined with Achaziab to make 
ſhips to go toTerſbiſb,the Prophet Eliezar goes 
to him, and tels him, that God had broken the 
_ at Ezijon-Geber becauſe he had ioined with 
Achaziab the ſon of Achab, 2.Chren.20.35,36. 
I might give you many examples more: 1acob, | 
though therthing were good which hee did (as 
you know he might ſeckethe bleſſing lawfully,| 
for it was promiſed to him) yet becauſe he uſed 
evillmeanes, Rebeksb and hee, andbya lie did 
deceive /ſzac, you know what it coſt him, hee 
was baniſhed from his fathers houſe many 
yeares; and you know how much ſorrow Re- 
bekab had forir, even for _— inthe manner. 
So David, looke what intermiſhon there was in | - 
doing the ations of this life, this ſpirituall lite, 
youſee likewiſe his troubles were. 

Therefore let us be exhorred to live this life 
of grace,{cing wee have {0 great incouragment. 
I 


ay, if youobſerve the Scriptures from the | 
I 2.Chros. 


= 
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2.Chron.11, tothe cnd of that book, (which is 
exceeding well worth your reading,” where 
not onely the ſtory of the Kings is ſet downe, | 
butthe cauſe ofall che accidents that did/befall 
them) you ſhall ſce all alongasthey lived'this 
life of grace, asthey did the ations of this life, 
that is, as they kept their: hearts perie& with 
God, ſo their outward ioy and proſperity was 
accordingly ; ard the intcrruptions,and inter- 
miſſions they found inthis, was accardingto 
their intermiſſion inthar. Thereforelet us 
exhortedrolivethis life : For certainely every 
life hathan cexcellency and a{weeteneſſe in 
morethan any meere being,and as any life ex- 
ceedes other, ſo it hath it more; as thelife of a 
man exceedes the life of a beaſt, and the life of 
grace exceedes the life of aman, and theretore | 
it is more capacious of greater ioy,andof grea- | 
rergricfe : Onthe otherfide, as youknow the | 
707 of the Saints is anſpeakeble ana glorious, and 
paſſeth all anderfianding , {0 the deſpaire and 
horrourof confcience againſt it, exccedes as 
much. And let us marke this, that as hee that 
lives the life of a beaft deſtrazes himſelſe as « man, 
ſohethartlivesthelife of aman, that is, the life 
of reaſon onely, the life of humane wiſedome 
& policie,deſtroyes himſelf as achriſtian. Ther- 
fore let us beexhorted to live this life of grace, 
which is beſt for our ſelves , yea let us abound 
inthe ations ofthis life, let us liveit as much 


| | as may be, for one man may live merc in aday 


than 


_—_ 
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than another doth in a yeare:for lifeis in aQion; 
ſo muchas we do, as far as we exerciſethis ſpi- 
ritual life, ſo much we live;and look what time 
we ſpend vainely, and idly, ſo much of our life 
death poflefſerh, as it is ſaid of rhe women 


that lives inpleaſares,t. Tim.5.6. 
Shee is dead while ſhea , 
liveth. 


Now the God of life work this life of grace in 

thoſe inwhom it is yer wanting, and in- | 

creaſc and inlarge this life in all 
thoſe in whom it is 
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For fance the beginning of the World View 
bavye not beard nor perceived bythe eare, 
neither bath the eye feene another God, be. 
 ſodes thee , wbich doth 4 to "_ VO Pai 
teth 'for him. 


His particle For , which you: aw 


' SF [2 for the firſt word, bath ſuch-a re- 


| [4 28 ference to thoſe before:t hatwe muſt 
WV rake in likewiſe therthird verſe. 


| When thou = terrible things , which dee 


looked not for , thou cameſt downe,, the 
* mouneaines flowed, downie #t thy preſence: : 
. For fince the beginning exc, | 


. We know in thenew Tranſlat.the wordsare 


LOH 3-3 read 
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| read mba otherwiſe , but if you lookein- 
rothe marginc of your bookes , you ſhallfinde 
the ſame reading f hen uſe, and that 1 take 
to be agreeable lewich the uo nar and necrecr' 
the ſcopeofthe place. - 

The words,arthe firſt reading, ſecme to bee 
ſomewhat 0 but in briefe rhe plain mea- 
| ning is this ; When the people of Ifrael were 
oppreſled with cacmits, more patent & maigh- 
tierthanichemſclves, the Prophet, in hisowne 
name,and inthenameot: hevcopie ,makes this 

raycruntothe Lord 30 Lord, we beſecch thee, 
"6 the heavens and cony fa ohes the monn- 
taines may flow done at thy preſence. 

Andwhereas it might be ſaid, Our enemies 
| aremightic,and as greatas mountaines z Yet,O 
Lord,the mountaines meltat thy preſence : Or 
even as the water boyleth when the fire bur- 
neth under it ; ſo do the nations trembleat th 
preſence. And this prayer is enforced withthis 
reafon ; O Lord, heretofore thou haſt doneter- 
rible chings, ainſthoſet that 6 ry no: 
againe,. thou one great things forthoſe 
that wait for thee zt our coy we beſeechthee, 
_ haſt done | ww ſo now breake the 


ehvens atd come downe oc. 
Andik.it be 5 Je may betherewere 


er he Frophes anſwer, 
inthe power bf rhecreature,but the comming 
_— of the —_— at- whoſe preſence che 


moun-!| 


ome gthercauſesot al [pen evills,thatbefall 
ctanoz; it was not: 
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mountaines melted,that 18, 458 beapeof ware, 
ot lead, finkethafafallieth downe: when fire is) 
puttoit, ſo: ———— nations melt away, 
when thou co to'dee any wark for us," - 


y whoſe providence - theſe /things ate 
na e- Fothisthe Prophet anſwers 
inthe fourth verſe, For ſince the heginning of th; 
morid, menheve wet _—_ ptr he 0 


all things ve done ge the pn rt 7 
bur yer (ſaith hee )I will leave aK theſe things, 
| and appeale: tothe works of Nature , F5gn to: 
the things that the cyc hath:ſcenc,andrhe eare\ 
hath beard ; far from them is is maryfeſt that: 


theſe £677 ible things which woloat ed.net (rs ' -— I 
But not toſtand longin the explicatiog af 
the words,you ſhall fade theſethgee points hy 


And.if it beagaine objected , But there is all 
on eſtion, whether there be-ſucb- a Godor| 


| there is.a God, andthat bee. it is whohath done 


Eieſt , That Coach things that the exe 
ſeeth,ond the ears beareth,it i manifeſt that ad 
64nd that it is be that auth theſe rerrible things 
| #h48 we logkad nat for. ' 

* Secondly,Thet this God @ one, avd that there 
| #20 Ged befiles; the Mdals ane EE 


_ 


— 


A ſenſible DemonFration 
the Gentiles are no gods, | 
£ Laſtly, As be doth terrible things to thoſe that 
/ provoke him" ſo likewiſe great and wonderfull 
things for theſe who wait for him, | 
Theſe arethe three points which ariſe from 
theſe words , and of theſe in order : And firſt | 
forthe firſt, That | 

It is wmnifeſt from the things that the eye ſee- 
eth,and the care heareth,from day to day, that 
God is, and that"'it is by his providence that all 
things are dowe in the world. | | 

Now wee muft know, that this point, That | 
God is; and that by bis providence «ll things 
come to paſſe; ſay, thisis made plain tous two 
wayes : Firſt, by Feith,out of the bookes of the 
Scripture. Secondly,by Reſow,out of the books | 
| of the creatures. 

Outof the bookes of the Scriptures ; & that 
you ſhall ſee, Heb.r 1.3. By Faith webelceve that 
the worlds were made by God; and inthe fixth 
verſe, He who commeth to God, muit beleeve that 
| God is and that hes « rewarder of theſe that ſeeke 

' | ive. Hereis mention made of the firſt way of 

| knowing thet God vw. 
The ſecond way you ſhall have ſet downe in 
Ron, 1.20.The in ble, things of him,that is , bis 
cternall power and Godhead, are clearely ſeenc,be- 
ing underfiord bythe things that ave made:that is, 
though the cternall power and Godhead bein 
themſclyes invifible,yet by the things that are 
ſcene and heard,they may be made known and | 


| mant- 
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manifeſted to us: ſolikewiſe, 4.17.27,28. 1fſo 
| be we might prope after him, and finde him; for in 
him we live, and move, and baveonr beeing : as if 
he ſhould ſay, The verie things wee heare,and 
ſce,and taſte, and handle with our hands, doe 
all demonſtrate #hat Gods , which is the verie 
ſame the Prophet ſaith here,Since rhe beginning 


| 


of the world they have not heard, nor anderſiood 
with their eare, mor ſeene with their eye, another | 
God beſides thee, which doth ſo for him that wai-. 
teth for him, For we muſt know, that the things 
revealed unto us,arc of two ſorts. 

Such as have no impreſſion upon the creas- | 
ture, ſuch arethe myſteries of the Trinitie, and 
of the Goſpell, theſe are only revealed. 
Others there are, which have certaine cha- 


racers of them ſet upon the creatures, ſa that | 
you may diſcerne them; and amongſtthe reſt 
this is one of the maine, #hat Godzs, and that 
by his providenceall things are diſpoſed, in 
heaven and carth. 

And although it may bee thought that there 
arenonethat doubt of this, yettheſe proofes 
arc uſefull, partly becauſe they ſerve toanſwer 
thoſe ſecret objections of Atheiſme, which we | 
are all ſubje&t to , and partly becauſe they 
ſtrengthen that Principle inus, #h4# God vs : 
which is very neceſſarieto bee confirmed, ſce- 
ing it is the maine and principall foundation of 
all Chriſtian religion,and can never ſufficiently 


K % muſt 


enough bee rammed downe, as being thatthar | 
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| weſhalluſe for the manifeſtation of this truth, 


muſt bearcallthe waight ofthe building;there- 
fore let no man thinke, that thoſe proofes that | 


areathing altogether needleſſe, forcertainely 
whereſoever the Scripture hath a mouth ro 
ſpeake, there itis uſcfull for us ro have ancare 
| to heare, 
| | Firſt therefore if wedoe but in generall be- | 
| hold theuniverſe,and looke upon the building | 
| of heavenand earth, wee may caſily diſcerne 
| therein,theeternall power and godhead of the 
maker ofit, | 
Suppoſea man bred and brought up in ſome 
hollow cave of theearth, bauing a houſe there 
\ built, andthings neceſlarie provided for him, 
and let him afterwards, (when hee comes to a 
| full uſe ofunderſtanding, and not before) bee 
| brought and ſctupon the face of the earth, and 
| therelet him ſee thegloriqus beauty of the Sun, 
| and feelethe heart of it, the force of the windes, 
| andſcethe {wiftneſſe of the clouds, the ebbing | 
and flowing of the ſeas, the apparelling of the 
earth , let him ſeethe courſe ofthe heavens,and 
' the fearefull darkeneffſe that followeth upon 
| the ſetting of the Sunne; and after that the 
| Mooneand ſtars lighted upfor the uſe of men 
| and beaſts , would hee not wonder at all that, 
| which we by reaſon of long affiduitie make no- 
thing of 7 It'sa true rule, Sapientis eff reruns ma- 
nifeiterum ceuſas querere ,2 Wile man enquireth 
after cauſes of manifeſt things, which another 
man 
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and reaſon of. | 

And in this inquifition,when he findeth that 
man is beſt of the creatures, and yet was not a- 
bleto raiſe ſucha roofe as the heavens, nor ſuch 
a floore as the carth,hee muſt needes conclude, 
that ſome one betterand more able than man, 
was the maker of alltheſe things, which man 
could not make of himſelfe. 


no where to bee ſcene, though theſe things are 
to be ſcene. 

 Tanſwer, that as it is, when you ſee a magni- 
ficent palace, the builder of that many times is 
riotto be ſecne, yet we will ſay it could not bee 
done butby ſome wiſe ArchiteR, whoſe wiſe- 
dome and abilitie was anſwerable tothe work , 
or when wee ſee a faire river runne, though 
we {ze notthe ſpring from whence it iſſues, yet 
we conclude, that there is a well-head ſome- 
where, that produceth theſe ſtreames, ſo when 
| we ſhall ſeethe ſucceſſion of creatures paſſing 
along by their generations, a wiſe man will ſay, 
| Surely there is a principle, a firſt cauſe, a well- 


not. 

Bur this is but in generall, if we ſhould bring 
youto the particular obſervation of thecrea- 
tures,it wil be more evident,even by the things 
that the eye ſeeth, and theearchearerh, that 
there is a God, by whoſe providence all chings 

K 2 arc 


man paſſeth over, and asketh not the ground 


And ifitbee objeed, Butthis workeman is 


| 


head, whence they doe flow,though hee ſec it | | 


Obie a. 


Anſwer 
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are diſpoſed z and we will inſtance intheſe par- 
ticunars. - --*_ 
1 Firſt, we may obſerve by that conſent, which | 
ariſerh from ſo many differences, and contrari- 
eties amongſt the creatures ; if you looke into 
the fabricke of the world, you ſhall behold one 
thing contrary toanother, one thing fighting 
againſt another, fire deſtroying water, drineſſe 
deſtroying moiſturc, and moiſturedrineſle, &c. 
yet withall you ſhall ſee theſe brought to a 
comc:y agreement, comming together to build 
up and maintaine the whole Vniverſe z how 
- [could this be done but by ſomewiſe Comman- ? 
der? 
| If you ſhould ſee upon an Inſtrument twenty 
'diflonant ſtrings, and they all brought into one 
| harmony, we would lay that ſome skilfull Mu- 
fitian had the tuning of it ; and when we looke 
into the world,and ſee ſo many contrary things, 
.andall thoſe brought toſo ſweetea harmony 
as they are, muſt wee not needesacknowledge, 
that thereis ſome wiſe Agent, that intendetrh 
one & remitteth another,and fo-maketh an uſc- 
full mixture of all? And this is the firſt thing 
we areto obſerve ; for how could ſo many con- 
trarictics meete in one, exceptthey were gui- 
ded by one which is abovethemall * 
2 | Thenextthing n—_ thethings whichthe 
eye hath: ſcene, and theeare hath heard, by 
which this is manifeſted,is the ficting and com- 
poſing of one thing to another. 


It 
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If we ſhould come intothe ſhop of aloiner,| 
or ſome curious Smith, and ſeethereallthings| 
fitted one to another; the ſheath to the knite, | 
the ſcabbard to the ſword, wee would ſay this 
was not done by accident, but by art ; when we| - 
come into the ſhop of Nature, and ſcethere all 


the workes of Nature, thus ſquared and fitted 
one to another, ſhall wenot alſoacknowledge 
that there is ahigh and wiſe Agent, that hath 
done all this 2 

As for example : had God made the eye,and 
not colour for a fit obje& of the eye, to what 
end had theeye beene made ? if hee had made 
theeye and colours, and no light to diſcover 
the colonrs,therwo firſt had beene tono pur- 
poſe; and if hee had made theſe three, and 
not another tranſparent bodie, as the aire is, 
through which the colours might be tranſmit- 
tedrotheeye, the three former had beeneto 
no purpoſe ; but out of themall thus fittedthe 


- | one tothe other, therereſulteth an uſefull and 


perfe worke : the like we may ſay of thereſt. 
So thar the veric things that the eye ſeeth, 


'| andtheeaxe heareth, makethit manifeſt, that 


there is ſucha God as made all theſethings. If 

you looke into- the fabricke ofthewarld, and 

"_—q all other particulars, you ſhall ſcethe. 
ike. 

T he plants which thruſt their mouthes into-/ 

the earth, draw ſufficient nouriſhment from the 


placewhere they are ſet ; therfore as they neede 
K no 
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no motion,ſo they have no motion given them 
onely a naturall power to ſpread their rootes in| 
the earth, forthe farther ſtrengthening of the 
bodies. 

Butfor the beaſts, which have nonouriſh- 
ment in the places where they are bred,as they 
need motion,fo they have motion given them ; 
and as the ſpaces are different through which 
they move, ſo are their motions different, ſome 
creepe,lome goe,ſome fly ; and as their meate 
is different, ſo they have different inſtruments 
toreccive it, ſome have teeth and ſome have 
beaks, ſome haye gooms only , and not ſoonly, 
but they have different appetites and different 
taſtes and ſmels,according to their ſeveral con- 
ſtitutions : ſo that you ſee all is fitted one to 
another, The creatures, the motion, the meate, 
the appetite,the inſtruments of taking it, wher- 
as were there anie diſproportion or diſagree- 
ment in thoſe, the whole worke ſhould bee in 
vaine, 

If youtake a Watch into your hand, and ſee 
therethe wheeles fitted one unto another, you 
will acknowledgethat this is not done without 
Art : when you ſee the ſame done in the bodie 
ofaman, where there are ſo'/many hundred 
bones fitted 'one to. another, ſo manic arterics 
and finews , ſhall wee not acknowledge a great 

providence, which hath done all this ! This is 


the ſecondthing to be obſerved. 
| "The third-obſervation is taken from o_ 
| effects 
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ble creatures,the Srorke, the Swallowand the E- 
lephant whoſe ations for the moſt part exceed 
their knowledge, & are beyond their ſtrength , 
As for example : they aime art an end th 


effeRs that proceed from bruit and unreaſona- | 


know not, they goe bya rule they underſtand ( 
not, they uſe the meanes that tend to ſuch an | 


end,and yet are ignorant of it ; all which argues 
that they are guided by one, who both knowes 
the journies end to which they ayme, and the 
vay that leadeth to it. Even as when a man | 
hath pafſed through a way full of many tur- 
nings,and at lengch comes totheright end, hee 
will conteſferhat fome one hath ruked and gui- 
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ded him (through ſo manieturnings)that knery 
the way : cven ſo when we ſhall fee thefe crea- 
tares doe things, and that conſtantly , and yet 
know not what they doc,it is anargumentthat 
they are led and guided by one that workes all; 
their workes in them and for them, Whencethe | 
ſaying of the Schoolemen, Opus Narwre &cethe | 
worke of Natureis not the worke okmeere and 
bare Nature, but of the Author of Nature : and 
therfore as theſe actions are above their know- 
ledge, ſo they are alfoabovE their abiliie , 
which you ſhall fee inthe art of the Spider,curi- 
ouſly ſpinning his web, and the providence of 
the Ant, providing in the S, for Winter; in 
the wiſedome of the Cones , being & people | 
wot frog, yet they make thetr boaſes inthe rocks. | 
Now it is aſure rule, that wherefoeyer cftects 
are 
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jarc produced aboyethe reach & abilitie of the | 
cauſe, they alway import ſome higher Cauſe, 
whencethey proceed , and therefore when we 
ſce ſuch ations of wiſedome and providence, 


dome nor providence in them,they muſt needs 
procced from ſome higher Cauſe that guideth 
them : even as you ſee ina faire writing, that is 
written by a new beginner, you will ſay ſurely 
it's the writing of him that guided his hand, ra- 
ther than his owne. If you ſhould ſee a hundred 
arrows ſhotout of athicket,and all theſe ſhould 
hit the marke, though you ſee him notthat ſhot 
them, you muſt ncedes ſay thatthey were ſhot 
by ſomeskilfull Archer : even ſowhen you ſee 
the creatures that knew not the end they aime 
at, northe mcanes that conduced to thatcnd 
yct ufing dirct and pertinent meanes tocome 
toit, it's a moſt diretargumentthatthere is an 
almightic Power that guides them te all the 
things that they doe: and this is the third ob- 
ſervation, X 

A fourththing,by which #he inviſible things, 
that is, the eternall Power and Godbead is made 
manifeſt to us by the things that theeye ſeeth and 
the eare beareth , it is the provident proviſion 
that is made for all the creatures, If you ſhould 
come into awell ordered Common-wealth, or 
family, and ſhould ſcealltheir things done in 
order,meate provided for all the family.in due 


done by the creature which have neither wiſ- | 


order and ſeaſon, we would not doubt but that 
| there 


a Ss I -.\ | 
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his order. | 
Andſhall weenot acknowledge this ſame 

when wee ſee it done in the great houſe'ofthe 

world where ſo many milliotis of meti & beafts 


vidence, how ſoone doth the whole family 
feele the wane of it ? and how doe weethinke 
that the great family of theworld coutd bee 
kepr,wit 


planted, how many things were neceſfarie to 
maintaineit? I wilt name but one, Z/a4.104.rc, 


watcrsandthe ſprings ro many 
Ifwe ſhould ſee rhe ſame done in a great houſe, 
water broughe-by pipes into every roome that 
needes it, wee waeds acknowledpe itto bee the 
providenceof him tha ordered fo, and half 
we not acknowledge theſame, when wee fee 
God bringing in water into ſo many particular 
placesina countrie ? And- as in feeding, ſoin 
cloathing/ſo many crearures ; if men ſhould 
cloaththem, how wouldthey begitinero doe 
ir! Butas God hath commanded'the carth to 
bring forth graſle, ſo hee hath commanded the 
sSkinnes of beaſts to bringforth haires, and fea- 
thers, and wooll, to beefircloathing- forchem; 


| Andas it's in cloarhing, ſo his providenceis al- 


there is a goucrnour, tharcalts theſe rhings into 


| aredaily fed, andcloathed,and ordered* Take | 
but a ſmall family,if there be but a little impro+ 


aſpeciall providencetoorder it? | 
If there were but a towne, or-a villagers bee | 


| 


thatis, the providence of God inbringing the |. 
ſeverall rownes, 


tuiu defending and in fortifyingthemagainſt | 
| OE ECS 


EIT 
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the injuries of one another. Some haye hoofes, 
and hornes, and tuskes to defend themzthoſe 
thar have not, theſe have legs to trunncaway, 
thoſethat want that, have holes and dennes to- 
hiderhemſelves in, and (which is-to be obſer- 
ved) the weaker creatures: goein heards toge- 
ther,the ſtronger goe. alone; forif they ſhould 

oe in multitudes,no man nor beaſt could ſtand: 
Bebe them : this you ſhall finde ſer. downe, 
lob ; 7.2ſsl;104. Now ifthe Queene of Shebs | 
when ſhce came to 5/0mens Court,and ſaw the 
meate of his table,the fitting of his ſervants,and 
their apparell, x.King. 10, was aſtoniſhed, I 
ſay, if ſhe were ſo then, when ſhe ſaw the wiſe- 
dome and proviſion in the houſe of Sa/omos, 
how much more when.we looke into this great 
houſe of the world, wherethere arcſo many up- 
| rifing & down-lying,that muſt have bread and 
| meate from. day today ? how much more, I ſay, 
| ſhould weeadmire, and acknowledge this great 
| providence of God, which openzeth his hand and 
| giveth them their meate indue ſeaſon? This is the 
fourth obſervation... - 

The fifth is taken fromthe combination and 
connexion whichis among the creatures, that 
dependence they haye one upon another , men 
cannot live without beaſts tofeede them, the 
beaſts.. cannot live without grafſe to nouriſh 
them, that cannot bee maintained withoutthe 
influence of the heavens to nouriſhit; which 
| ſubordination you ſhall ſee ſer down,Heſ.2.21. | 


W>2 


Twill 


| fir Bale. 


Iwill hears tht heavens, ani the hievens ſhell 

heare the earth,andtheearthſball beareths ag 

Whence wee may reaſon thus : Eitherthis was | 
done by accident;or by providence; notby ae. | 
cident,, for ſo you may as' well fay, that'a ratul-{ 
titude of letters caſt together by chance, can 
make a Hiſtory or Poem, as that this order, 
this connexion, and dependenceof” the crea! 
tures, ſhoutdcome topaſſeby accident: arid if} 
it be notby accident, then iris by providence ; 
for this can no more bee done without 'provi- 
dence, than in a Hiſtorie or Poem, there can be | 
[ adependenceof 'one word or ſentetice upon 
another , without the art of- wit and reaſon in 
him thatcompoſedir. I 
Thelaft obſervation, is from the wiſedome | 
of the Creator, which is ſet and ſtamped upon 
all his workes, even asthe kill of an Artiſt is 
upon all the worke he makes. When we ſee the | 
flatueot a man made, wee acknowledpethat it 
was done by the skill of him that made it; and 
ſhall not wee acknowledge icin the miaker of | 
man himſelfe;: When we ſee a glaſle eye, an i- 
vory tooth, and a wooden legge;” wee ſay itis 
doneby askilfull Artiſþ, and ſhall weenor ob- 
ſervea ſpeciall providence and wiſedome,: in 
the making of the” members themſelves? for 
the things are" better tharare done by nature, 
thanthole that are done-by art; for artdoth 'S 
Foreman nature, andrhar which iSimitared, | 


Ss. —_ 


isberrcr” than that which doth imitare': and | | 
; ſhall 
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fhall wee attribute $kill. and wifedowe tothe 
warkes of Art,and not tothe works of Nature, 
which do far excellthem * When we ſoca Di- 
all deſcribing rhe hours of the day,we acknow- 
ledge irto bee dane: by thesbill of men ; when 
wee ſee the ſame done in the heavens, ordering 
the times & ſeaſons, ſhall we not at ys 
a wiſcdomein him chat makes and guides 

heavens? It is reported that Archimedes madea 
Spheare,wherin the revolution of the heavens, 
the courſe of the Sunne, the ebbing and ow- 
ing of the Sea, is deſcribed and kept in the or- 


aman ſees he is ready to ſay, this was not done 
by accident, but by the skill of ſome excellent 
Artiſt ; andit ſo, then certainely the thing it 
ſelf which char Spheare doth but imitate,could 
not bee done but by the wondxaus power and 
wiſcdome of himthatdothit, I will proceed 
no further in this, but come to make ſome ap- 
plication, | 


| Firſttherefore, ſceing befidethe Teſtimony 


fromthe things that #he ove /ecs, and that the 
care beare, that Goda, by whoſe Providenceall 
things come tO paſle, it'ſhoauld fin £2- Ur 
Faith in that firſt and main Princi 4 God ws, 
For though aqobjeRt may bee ſcene by a ſmall 
light, yer when, more candles axeb 


der that themſelves doe move in, which when | 


ofthe Scri thereare ſomany proofes even | 


—_— 
and when gen the 
{fame .objeR more cleare and: diſtinRly. :ifo 


T-_—— <— —_— 


— - though 


__ 


| ; Of the Deitie, 


OrÞ- | 


though we beleeve by Faith her God's ,yerthe 
addiction of moreArguments ſhould aro 
us inthis belecfe, and copfirmethis concluſion, 
and adde moreto our aſſent to it - For(my Be- 
loved)t it beenorobſerved, yetit is cer- 
taine, that all that unevenneſle,all thoſcexorbi- 
| tances which are found in the lives of men,doc 
proccede: from the weakneſle of this ſpring, 
that theſe Grft Principles are not th | 
thoroughly beleeved, Men willnotnegle&t Re- 
ligion altogether, neither will they make their 
hearts perfet with God in all things , and 
whence comes it but from this, that this firſt 
Principle isin part belecved, in partnor belee- | 


there is ſuch an Almighty God, that made hea- 
ven end earth, and it maybe not : and therefore. 
they will have ſome care in the duties of Re- 
ligion, buta full carethey have not z whereas 
| if they did beleeve itfully, they would ſerve 
him with a full and perfed? hearr. 

But is this altrhe uſe that is robe made of it e 
is this all the Propher driveth to inthis place: 
No, hisverie ſcope is:to ſhew us, tharifthere 
be ſuch a God,then it is. he that doth the/#2#»7v- 
ble things that aredone to: us, they come norto 
paſſe by accident;-therefore be ts = 
the point, that by the things that che eye'ſcerh, 
| andtheeare hearcth, ir appeareth that there is 

fuch a God rhas doth terrible things which-wee 


ved* thatis,they ſay in their hearts, it may bee | © 


| 


lovke wer fare, fit benot by chance and byac: | 
(L 3)_ cident, | 
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men, butrhe Lord, which'doth both” terrible 


| ner while it was yet time ? Certainely it pro- 


cident, nor the wiſedome' and endevours of 


and mercifull things, both the good and the e- 
vill which befall us,then let us {ve by faith and 
wot by ſenſe, thar is, feare him, and-meethim in 
the way, while its yet time, leſt we fall into the 
errour of the Iſraelites here, to have terrible 
things done to us before we looked. for them, For | 
though we belecve there is ſucha God, yerif 
wedoec otherwiſe, we forget the Lord,and wee 
live without God in the world. 

Everic man, when the evill is upon him,ftar- 
tles atit:as a beaſt when he falls and ſinkes into 
a ditch or quagmire, he ſtruggles , and doth his 
beſt to get out ; ſo men are taught by nature and 
ſenſe, to cxpedite themſelves out of an evill] - 
when they are init, bur the greateſt point of 
faith and wiſdome,isto forcſce & forecaſt eyill 
to come, and to prevent it.Seu/ when he was in 
a ſtrait, be could ſecketo the Lord , but then 
he would not anſwer bim, acither by Prophet, 
nor by Yriw nor Thammins, 10eb when hee was 
in extremitic, and had no other refuge,he could 
fly to the hoynes of the Altar , as men uſe toflyc 
to praycrin fickeneſle, in er, and extremi- 
tic ; but thea it was too late. E/ev when the bleſ- 
ſing was paſt helpe and recoveric,hecould /cet 
it with teares : But: why did they doe it no ſo0-| 


ceeds from a ſecret Atheiſme and Vnbelecf 


to which wee are too ſubjeR, which mak 
| nor 
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feele the evillit ſelfeupon 
we /aoked not for. 


tall,and that there isanother place to live in for 
ever , and yet who conſiders this intime, and 
rakes it to heart © Outward Calamiues that be- 
fall a Church, or a State,or a particular Perſon, 
are terrible , but who conſiders them intimeto 
prevent them © This is,and ever hath beenethe 
nature of man in all times , wee thinke we will 
doe it mods & mods, but ſtill weeare put off : 
thereforelet us not, as thoſe in _{aor, Pat the 
evill day farre from us,and drawneeretotheſeate 
. L of mniquity, (for thoſe two commonly goe toge- 
ther) leſt it befall.us that S«/owew ſpeakes of, 
As the Oxe to the ſlaughter, aud the Bird tothe 
ſnare ſowe belediodeſiruttion,aud conſider it not, 
fill « dart flrike through our liver ::-but let us doe 


ſomewhbat intime, and notdeferreand put off ny | 


for the verie delay brings miſchiefe;. Whenthe 
blow comes (as I ſay )every manfeares, but be- 
fore we care not; but: wee do as thoſe, who 
becauſe the handof the Dyal proceeds inſenfi- 


notto be moved with any forewarnings, till we 
us : And therefore it | 
is laid here, Terrible things are done 19 as that 


Death-is a terrible thing, yet becauſe its ap- 
prehended asa thing afar oft, who confidereth| 
the ſhortnefſe of his life, while its time to weke | 
fare bis calling and. eleftion, that his ſoule may | 
not depend upon uncertainties ? Hell is aterri- 
bletbing, to confider-thatthe Soule is immor- 
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| 


| 


bly, confider not how the houre paſſcth, tillthe | | 


| | ſtroke 
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ſtroke of the Bcll giveth norice. 
| lrisawiſcand true ſaying, Extremens fillics- 
dinm clepſydram non exhanrit, &, ultimus ithus 
wercuns non c44it , Itis notthelaſt ſand that 
doth exhauſt the houre-glaſſe, noris itthe laſt 
ſtroke that doth overthrow the oake; thar is, it 
isnotthenexr immediate cauſe thar brings e- 
villupon us, as mencommonly thinke, but iris 
the precedent acts, negleRs and decayes, that 
were long before that blow came upon us. And 
who knowes whether we be not now napon the 
very Tropickrand turnings of Timeszand = as 
its ſayd of old age,there is noman that is ſoold 
that thinkes he may not live a yeare | ; fo 
weare never brought to ſo low an ebbe,but we 
are apt tothinke we ſhall hold out yer a yeare, 
and a yearc longer. Sothar as the Lapwing fals 
before the Traveller, and draweth him a little 
andalittle further, till at length hee bee quite 
drawne away from herneſt , ſo wee are quite 
drawne of from _ the things which _ | 
prevent thoſe evils thatare tocome : andfo 
terrible things are done to us which wee looked 
not for. 
The ground of allis; partly becauſe wee live 
by ſenſc, not notby faith, which wee are all 
ſubje&t unto, more or lefſe, by which we think 
our preſent condition ſhall continue whatſoc- 
verit be, if webe inafftition, wee thinkerthart | 
ſhall alwaies continue, andif webein proſpe- 
ritie, weethinkeasrhoſe imE/ay56. _— 
h Pl. 4 


— 


Of the Deitie. (81 F=; 


ſhalt be 4s to dey, and mach more abundant, that is 

an obſervable place , ſaith the Prophet, there is | 
an evill neereunto you, and the reaſonis, the 
Watchmen are blinde, they are dumbe dogges,they- 


canndt barke &6. but looke to their own way every 
one ; and yet ((aith hee) wy people ſay, Come bring 


morrow ſbal be as to day, end much more abundant: 
I ſay, this is naturallto us. 
Beſides, anotherground of it is,becauſe wee 
ſcedangers come, and goc, and palleaway,and 
yet the blowes come not upon us and therfore 
we arcaptto doe as that foole,that becauſe hee 
aw the river {liding away, ſtandeth upon the 
fhoare,and hopeth at length thatall wilbe paſt, 
that he may go over dry thod, and confidereth 
not that there is a ſucceſſion of waters, which 
will continue it : ſo wee conſider not that God 
hath anarmy of ſorrows,when he hath afflicted 
us ſeven times, yet he addeth ſeven times more, 
and if yetwe continue obſtinate, heecan doe it 
ſeven times more till at length his wrath ſwell 
and grow over the banks,and carry all away be- 
fore it, That expreſſion you have inthe Pro- 
| phecy of Nehuw. 
Partly itis againe, becauſe God is not ſeene, 
| becauſe Gad is forgotten in the world : the 
creatures which ſhould beas a glafieto help us 
to ſec him more clearely, they become asthick 
clouds to hide God from us ; we look upon the 
wall of che creatures but we jook notupon = 
(M) cnat 


wine, wee will fill our ſelves with firong drinke,ts 


{ 
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that ſtands behinde it, who _—_— times,and 
ſealans,as he doth rhe weather: So that our wi- | 
ſeſt conjeure of him, is as uncertaine asthe 
prognoſtication is ofthe raine,ſnow and wind, 
weeare ready to compute futurethings, as wee 
compute daies and yeares, and forgetthat God 
thatis the diſpoſer of theſe, and ſogrow bold 
and careleſſe: But David thought not ſo, P/e/.31 
My times are in thy hands, O Lord , As it hee 


| ſhould ſay, They are not inthe hands of Seu, 


nor in the hands of Doeg, nor in any of mine e- | 
| nemies hands,to do me hurt,nor inthe hands of 
| my greateſt friend to doe mee good, but my 
' timcsare inthy hands; for ſothou diſpoſeſt of 
| them as it pleaſeththee. 

And therefore letus be exhorted to reckon it 
our greateſt wiſedome, to forcſce the greateſt 
| danger to come,while itis yetafaroff, Fire may 
| bee giuen to a traine of Gun-powderagreat 
, way fromthe place, to which the blow is in- 

tended : therefore it was a wiſe obſervation a- 
| mongſtthe Romener, that when Hannibal was 
| belieging S/guntizm,aCity confederate of their 
| Allies, which was farre enough from Rome, 
| they thought every blow was giventoit, that 
| hee was even then beating upon the wals of the 
Capitell, therefore they tooke no leſle careto | . 
preuent the danger inſucha diſtance, than ifit | 
had already ſcized vpon them : So nodoubr | 
when the enemy is aſſaulting the Churches afar 
| off, he is even then ſtriking at the roote of this 
Church 


— 
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Church and Common-wealth. 

It isa trae rule,when the evill day commerk, 
its time of ſpending, and not of gathering, ir 
muſt be done before ; itis roo late to fetch the 
oyle when we ſhould uſe it, togoand buy when 
the Bridegroome commeth; therefore they are 
called fooliſh Virgins, becauſe folly is improvi- 
dent.it ſtands inthe yalley, and ſees not the evil 
afore it beeupon us : wiſedome ſtands upon a 
hill and deſcryes the danger, andthe evils that 
arc afar off, before they approach. Its certaine, 
(give me leaveto ſpeake,tor wee are the watch- 
men which ſtand upon the watch-tower, and 
ſhould ſeemere than thoſe that ſtand below; 
and muſt give warning,that we may deliverour 
owneſoules, leſt your blood be required at our' 
hands) Iſfay,its certainethatcvill is intended a- 
gainſt us, and will comeuponus, except ſome- 
thing be done to prevent it. For there is a cove- 


nant betweene God and us, and breach of co- 
yenant cauſethaquarrell , the quarrell of God 
{hal not go unrevenged:he ſaith tothe 1/7 «elires, 
Levit.26.25. 1will ſend « ſword upon you, which 
ſhall evenge the quarrel of my covenant, As if he 
fhould ſay, There is a covenant, and you have 
broke that covenant,8& therefore I have 2 quar- | 
rell,and I will ſend a \wordto avenge my quar- 
rell. Now the quarrels of God are not raſh and 


themaſide without ſome true &realſatisfation. 


paſſionateas mensare,&therfore he wil noclay | 


| 


| If wewill notbelecye his word, yet ſhall we | 


= 
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| [not beleeve his aRions ? hath he nor begunne 0 


are we infaruate,and ſee nothing 2 doe wee not 
ſee the whole bodie of thoſe that profeſle the 
truth are beſieged round about through Chri- 
ſtendome? at this time are not preſent enemies, 
not only ſtirred up, bur uniced rogether,and we 
diſ-joyned toreſiſt them £ are notour Allics 
wales * are not many branches of the Church 
cut offalready,8& more in hazzard.? In a word, 
have not our enterprizes beene blaſted, and wi- 
thered under our hands for the moſt part © have 
not things been long going down the hill, and 


| arc cyen now haſtening toa period? and do not 


wee ſay now that ſuch anaccident, and ſuch a 
miſcarriage of ſuch a bufinefle, and ſuch men 
are the cauſes 2 Bur who isthe cauſe of theſe 
cauſes * is it not he without whoſe providence 
a Sparrow fals not tothe ground * arenortheſe 
crackes to give warning before the fall of the 
houſe? arenot theſe the gray heires which Hoſes 
; of, that ere bere and there upon ns,and we 
ſcerne them not * Gray haires you know area 
figne of old age and approach untodeath. 


| And arenotall theſe things arguments e- 


now that God hath begunne with us 2 will he 
leave his worke in the middle? No certainly , 
you ſhall ſee what himſelfe faith, 1.Sew.3. 12, 


\whes 1 begin, le make aw end.Samnel hadthreat- 


ned fearful judgments againſt the houſe of Z&, 


bur becauſe they lived in peace, & were 
not ſuddenly executed bo were _ _ 
.thinke | 


— — 


| 
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think the words of the Prophet,were but wind; 
therfore God tels them, thar it was true, he was 
patier,8 long before he begun,but notwithſt3- 
ding when hee _ hee wouldalſo make an 
end.whertfore I beſcech you for our own ſakes, 
and for the' ſake of the Churches, letus well 
and ſeriouſly confider this ; doubtlefle there is 
ſomewhat for which Godis offended, and if 
there be, certainely till that be taken away, the 
Lord will not returne untous, andcauſe us to 
proſper inthe things we put our hands unto. 
When Jeſus ſaw the people fall before their 
2nemics, hee wondred ar it, and enquired the 
cauſe and exceptthatthad bin removed,though 
ir had beene for many yeares, yet he ſhould ne- 
ver haye had ſuccefle, nor brought the children 
of iſrae/to the Land of Cexaen, though God 
had promiſed it; for Gods promiſes are as his 
threatnings, to beeunderſtood witha condi- 
tion. But a moſt remarkable example you ſhall 
finde,2.S«w.21.1. When there fell oura famine 
inthedaics of Dawd, he kiew the naturall cauſe 
was the drought, bur hee enquired after the ſu- 
pernaturall cauſe, as wiſe men ſhould;doe , as 
lacob when hee ſawthe Angels aſcended and 
deſcended, hee enquired who ſtood en the top 
of the ladder and ſent them to and fro... Ezetiel 
enquires who'ſtands on the top of the wheele , 
but fooles looke onely whoſtands on the next 
ſtaire or ſtep: whereas wee ſhould enquireas 


(M EY, - it 


Devid, what was the cauſe of the famine, and} 
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houſe, becauſe he had broken his oath with the| 
Gibeonites, which was done many yeares be- 
fore: I ſay, ſo wee ſhould doe inall the calami- 
ties affliftions and extremities that befall ei- 
ther the Church in generall, or any particular” 
perſon ; ſearch whatthecauſeis. I finde the | 
phraſe uſed in 2.Chres. 12.7. ſaith the Lord 
there, 1 will not at thii time ponre out my wrath 
wen lernſalem by the hands of Shiſhack : where 
obſerve,that though Sbiſhack was the immedi- 
ate inſtrument, yet it was not Shiſbeck his 
wrath, Sh;ſback was but the viall through which 
his wrath was powred out. Where you may 
obſervethis connexion, that when any affliti- 
on befalleth a State or Church, ora particular | 
perſon, it is becauſe God is angrie, and hee is: 
never angrie bur for ſinne , andtill finne bee re- 
moved, hisanger is never laid alide,time wears 
it notout, as it doth the anger and- paſſions of 
men. Andrthercforc it is good for us to com- 
ound withthe Lord, and totake up this ſuite 
fore it come to execution and judgement, 
and not to doe as ill-husbands and prodigals 
doe, that ſuffer a ſuire to run on,and charges to 
grow from Termeto Terme, leſt we be inforced 
to pay,notonely the maine debt, but the arrera- 
esalſo, that is, thetime of that patience and 
ong-ſuffering of God ; and not in this world 
onely, but in thatwhich is to come, It is appa- 


rent that God is about a-great worke, yea ” 
ke 


it was anſwered him, it was Sa#/ and his bloudy | *y 
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make a great change inthe world,exceptwe do 
aSit were hold his hand by ſceking and turning 
unto him,and by removing thethings thatpros- | 
voke him : he doth not lay all theſe ſtones, and 
| move all theſe wheeles for nothing,8& yet who 
knowes what it is he is abour,till ir bee brought | 
forth? ſuch a metaphorl finde, Prov.27.1.9#bo 
knowes what a day ma; bring forth & its a meta- 
phor raken from awombe; there is no man 
knowes What is inthe wombe of to morrow, or 
what cvil to morrow may bring forth.Sas/ little 
thought that the next day travelled of ſuch a 
birth as the overthrow of the armies of //rae/, 
and the death of himſelfeand his ſonnes. 106 lit- 
tle thought that the next day had ig the wombe 
thcreof the tall of the houſe, and the flaying of 
his children. If you obſerve the Scripture,you 
ſhall finde that there are certain fealons, where- 
inasthe Angell troubled the poole, fo God 
troubleth the Churches ; and commonly when 
God doth itto one, he doth ittoall. 2.Chy.15. 
5,6 Andat that time there was n# peace to hins 
that did goe ont or in, but that troubles were is al 
the "4. nn ; for nation was deſtroged of nati- 
0n, and citie of citie , for God troubled them with 
«ll_adverſitie, Where you ſhall obſerve, that 
where God once begins to doe it; allthe Chur- 
ches come in, inthe end, and whence was it ? 
not becauſe ſuch an accident tell our, and ſuch 
offences aroſe betweene' Princes and Princes, 
and Nationand Nation, but God had —— | 
them. 
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them withall kinde of adverſitie, buteſpecially 


Ier.25+15. 2 notable example you ſee, the 
cup went round, when it was given to one nati- 
on to drink, every one taſted of it, though ſome 
more, ſome leſle. Sothat, I ſay, thereare cer- 


raine times and ſeaſons wherein Godjtreubleth | 


the Churches, and that very thing that diſtin- 
gniſhes between Nations &Churches,'to be ſa- 
ved or to be deſtroied,is the very ability to diſ- 
cerne af thoſe ſcaſons , Oh that wee wereable 
now, and willing to diſcerne that ſeaſon. 

I will give you two inſtances : When deſtru- 
ion was to broughtupon Ier#/«/em,when they 


| were to bee led into captivity, the Lord was a+ 


bove twenty yeares abour it,many warnings he 
gavethem by his Prophets, hee brought Nebs- 
chadnezar neer them,and took him away again ; 
& what is the complaint he takes up againſt his 
people * ſaith he,The Stork and the Cranes know 
their appointed times, but my people know not the 
indgements of the Lord. Thoſe creatures fecele and 
forcſee the winter, and betake themſelves to 
ſome warme place. There is a judgement a 
comming, there are warnings 'enough, but my 
people cannot diſcerne their ſcaſen. And fo 
whenthe laſt blow wastobe given to the /ewes 
by the hands of the Romenes, you ſhall ſeehow 
pathetically our Saviour expreſſeth it. O Jerw/a- 
lem,leruſalem if then bedft knowne in this thy dey 
the things helonging ts thy peace, but now theyare 


| kid from thine ex45, Mark, jw thi thydey; there isa 


time 


CO 


ed 


(wift,and paſſeth away. There is ſuch aday 
wherein if /er#/a/em had ſcene it, the deftruQi- 
on had bin preyented,but now thetimeis paſt : 
Itis athing worthy obſervation, thatthere is a 
double time,which we ſhall ſee obſerved inthe 
Scripture : Thereisa time of preparing, and 


time ofexecuting the decree;z-ſo you ſhall ſee it 
expreſſed, Zephan.1.12.At that time it ſhellcome 
#0 paſſe, that I willſearch leraſalem with candles, 
Ge. Thereisatimeof whetting his glittering 
ſword,and fitting the arrow tothe bow, before 
the blow beegiven there is atime of patience, 
triall & long-ſuffering, before he /weares in his 
wrath,they (ball not enter into his reſt; but when 
the time is come,when the word is once gone 
out ofhis mouth, when the decreeis gon forth, 
then,as Samuel (aid to $au/,when he would have 
the ſentence of his rejeRion to be retrated;No 
ſaith hey#he frength of 1/r acl is wot « man, that be 
ſbould repent, 2.Sam, 15.29, Therefore while 
! theevill is yet inthe clouds, beforethe ſtorme 


ſword is whetting, before the ſtroake be given, 
before the decree be come forth, let us ſearch 
our ſelves and meet him,to preventit. The evils 
| which men intend againſt us may proove abor- 


they may trevel with miſchieft,and bring forth « 
the, that is ſomewhat contrary to that they in- 


threatning, and no more but threatning, and a| 


come, while things are preparing, whilethe | 


tive; they may either dic in the wombe,orelſe 


(N) tend | 
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tend, ſed fats View invenient, but when God 
intends any evill againſt any, what power ſhall 
beeableto ſtop him ? the deſtructions of Godl 
will finde a way which wee never dreamed off, 
25 we ſceoftby experience ; Ye! pancistemports 
maxima reram momentas vertuntar, Cven in a 
| point of time the greateſt things returned u 

fide downe.My beloved, we all affect the praiſe 
of wiſedome ; and wherein doth wiſedome 


chiefly conſiſt, we ſhall ſee Dear. 3 2.29. 0h that 


my people were wiſe : whatto doe * toremember 
their latter end, as if wiſedome did therein con- 
fiſk ; So in Proverbs 22.3. CAHwiſe man ſees the 
plague afar off,and hides himfeife,but « foolegoeth 
ex, and is puniſhed ; its a Metaphor taken from 


andthen hide themſelves in their dens , bat the 
foolegeeth on and ©s paniſhed,chat is, cither hee is 
ignorant & ſees it not, orelſe he is beſotted and 
ſtupified,& ſo carcleſs toprevent it. So Pro.14- 
16. The wiſe man ftareth and departeth from evil, 
but the foale rag:thand is careleſs that is,the pru- 


' vill of puniſhment; he feares the judgement to 
| come,therfore he departeth fromtheevil of fin 
that brings it ; as /a/e#b foreſaw the famine, and 

hid both himſclfe and others from it by provi- 

ding —_ : _ x8 ws rar nm _ _ 

querting, he feared, leſtt laf- 
phemed God tu their hearts, ba a he _ 
| carly & ſacrificed for them:be# the ſao! rageth & 
07 


| 


beaſtes, that fecle the ftorme before ir comes, j 


dent man he feares the evill of judgment, rhe c.. 
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# confident ;theword inthe originall is topaſſe 
oft Whatſocyer comes of it; as Be/zawm when the | 


Angel met him with adrawn ſwordtoſhew the | 


 dangerthat hewentin, yet he would notberu- 


led, but he went on,8 youknowe the ifſue : & ſo 
Ahab when hee wentto Remeth-Gilead, though| 


Micaich forctold him,yet he wouldgo onythers- ) 
fore came ſhort home for his labour: its accoun- 
ted a point of courage & generolity not to fear, 
but youſee the wiſcman aich here, that a wiſe- | 


man fears &: departs from evil. Indeed there is a | 


double fear, there is a fear that ought notto be, 
that cauſfeth the thing we fear tocome to paſſe, 
that is ſucha feare as ſers us aworke to uſecuill 
meanesto'/prevent theevil;ſuch was the feare of 
Seal, that ſet him aworke to feek totherw/teh, 
w*> was the very thing that brought upon him 
that he feared;zſuch wasthe fear of the //raelizes, 
whichmade them ſecke to Zgyps 8 ro 4ſbwr for | 


help,which i uponthem the thing which 
they feared;and luch a fear we ſhould hy alide: 


but there is a good fear whichcauferhthething 
that we fear,notto come'to paſſe, becauſe itſers 
us aworketo ſeek to God , ſuch wasthefeare of 
lehoſbaphat,2 Chy.20.3.When there wasa great 
mulritade came againſt him, he feared, ſairtythe 
Text; and whart did this fear ſer him ori-work ts 
doe? He ſought the Lord, and proclaimed s fait 
throughout <ll Indah.Now this feare was a profi- 
table fear,which cauſed thething hefeared,not 


ro come to paſſe, forby this meanes hee had a | 
EE wondcriull 
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wonderfull deliverance : ſuch was the feare of! 
Iacob, when Eſau came againſt him with 400. 
men, hewas ſore afraid,and what didthis feare? 
itſet him aworketo pray,and to wreſtle with rhe 
Lord Almighty; this cauſed the thing he fearcd 
not to cometo paſſe: ſuch was the feare of 7oſi«s 
when he heard the book ofthe law read,&ther- 
by ſceing the dangerthatwasliketo come, hee 
feared;and what didthat fear bring to paſle? His 
hart mclted(ſaith the text)within him,cy he ham- 
bled himſelfe greatly before the Lord, & therefore 
thething he feared did not cometo paſle in re- 
eard ofhimſelfe, for hee had word ſent him by 
the Lord, that he ſhould not ſcethar evill in his 
daics.So that there is agood,an uſeful, and pro- 
fitable feare,that cauſeth the thing we fearenot 
to come to paſſe , andthis is the feare thatthe 
wiſeman ſpeaks of, Pr8.28.14. Bleſſed i hee that 
feareth alwates but be that haradneth his heart ſhal 
{all into evill, I will notaddeany more : another 


maine thing co whichthe Frophet driveth, is, 
that as #he Lord doth terrible things to theſe that 

evoke bimyo thoſe that will not take warning; 
ſo likewiſe he dorh wondrow things for choſe that 


tie to addethis tothe other; but I ſee thetime is 
palt, therefore here ſhall beanend, 


EXACT 


| mes kim, I am ſorry I haue notopportuni-|. 
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Exact VValking. 


| __ Ernuss. 6. 15. 


Take beed that you walke therefore cir- 
cumfpetily (or exatily) not as fooles, 
but as wipe. "a 8s bd, 


> N the cighth verſe of this 

7 Chapter, the Apoſtle lay- 
cth downe this concluſj- 
on, Tow were once darkneſſe, 
but now you arelight in the 
Lord, walke' therefore as | 

| 2 & . cbildrenof the light; this 
hee carries along hy ſome Arguments; and 
dcawes ſome conſeRarigs from: it, among the 
reſt this is one ,.'Take heed therefore that you 
| walke exad7ly, utt as fooles,but wiſe, Avithee | 

ſhould ſay,,New. the.darknefſe.is gone, now | 


you are ſct.ypon-a hill, now you are in-the | 
L 


_ 


broad 


—————_ oo. — 


i 


Coberence, 
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Diuiſton. 
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— no 


| them, Walk? circumſpetty, or exattly, 


| howrodoc it, Take beed, or Confider, that is, it 


Exaftt Walking. | 
EN: _—_ 
broad light that all men may ſee you, now | 
looke to your fclues, now ſec that 'you walke | 
exattly, not as focles, but as wiſe : {o you hauc | 
in theſe words, | 


Fiſt, a command,or an exhortation laid on 


Srcondly,thatis backed with a reaſon,Not 2: | 
fooles, but a5 wiſe ; as it he ſhould ſay, It is your | 
wiſdome to dae ſo, yt is folly regdoe otherwiſe, 

Thirdly, thare is prefixed before ic a mcancs 


isa thing that will not eaſily bee done, it is a | 
thing that will coſt you ſome Jabour z a man 
may doea bungling ation without canſidera- 
tion, bur ifhe will doea thing exactly, he muſt 
take heed vntoir, Take beed that you walke ex- 
aitly, not as fooles but as wiſe, b 
I will open the words in 
come to handle them, | | 
B-foreI come t»5 the particular points which 
theſe words afford vs, ſomething wee may ga- 
ther fkrpm this particle Therefore : Therefore is a 
relatiue particle, it hath' reference to that 
which went before, Tow are children of light, 
therefore watke exaitly, not 6s fooles but as wiſe : | 
Therefore ; that is,fince you are the children of 
lighe, ſince you are'thoſe vpon whom the- 
Name of God is called, fince you profefle the | 
feare of God, it behooyes you to looke to 
your ſelues that you walke exatFly, (Ina table 
vpon which a Pi&ure'is drawiic, before the 
picure 


particular, when I 


i 
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Exall Walking. 


picture is drawne, the blemiſhes, and blots, 
and ſcratches vpon it, are not obſerued : bur 
when the picture is drawne, alittle bloc is ob- 
ſerued init: fo itis with men in this caſe, 2 


man before hee bee regenerate, before hce is | 


made a childe of lighr, while hee walkes in 


darkneſſe, while Gods Image isnot drawne | 


vpon him, the ſinnes that are in him are not 
much obſerued, becauſe there is no great dit- 
ference betweene his generall carriage, and 
ſomeparticulatfayling : but when the Peece 
is drawne, that is, when Gods Image is ſtam- 
ped vpon him, and renucd in him, then the 
infirmitics, and'\innes, and faylings that hee 
falls inte, cucry man is ready toobſerue them 


and marke them : and therefore we ſhould in ! 


a ſpeciall manner looke co it, becauſe our 
condition is altered, whereas before we were 
darkneſſe, now we are light; whereas before 
weſtood inthe crowd, as it cre among the 
reſt of the people, now wee are ſervpon' the 
ſtage; cucry man markes what wee doe: nay, 
ifwee and ſtill and doe nothing, it'is obſer- 
ued; and ifwe doe, and doe that which is vn- 
decenr, that is 6bſerued roo: now when c 
one of our a@ions are obſcrued, it behoues 
vs to looke the more what we doe, to ſce thar 
we walke exaQly; This thing I will not preſſe 
becauſe it is common, 
Onely the vſe that we ſhould make of it is 
this, to ſee what God =_ men lookefor from 
2 vSz 
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tice of in Gods _ | 
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Conſideration 
neceſſary ro e- 


a&t walking. 


Conſideration 
| what. 


' 

Three things 1" 
| confidcration. 
Ih | 


M | 
The mind dwel+ 


| on the ation. 


Exat Walking. 
vs; when we take vpon vs theprotcſſion of his 
feare, his glory is engaged in our carriage, | 
therefore we-{hould walke exatthy, mot as fooles, | 
but 45 wiſe_-. | 
Againe, as any man hath a higher degree of | 
faich (for there bedegrees,) as avy ſtand in-a 
higher place, they muſt looke to ic more, as 
they are in moreeſtimationand glory, ſo they 
muſt rake heed of falling to the ſcandall ot 
cheir holy profeſſion : but Iwillnor ſtand yp- 
on that. Now I come to take the words as | 
they lic, 


Conſider therefore,or Take beed that you walke 
exattly : for the walking exattly, conſideration 
is required you ſce g now the queſtion will be, 
what this conſideration is? Ic is a thing that 
is little taught, and not well vaderſtood, and 
therefore I will a lictle apen it. vato you, that 
you may know: what. thisaQtis: it 1s athing 


oft deſcribed um Scriptures 1 confidered: my 
waies, and turned my feetto thy teftimonies. Now 
conſideration (to deſcribe it to you) js no- 
ching elſe, but; an.acof. the praRicall vnder- 
ſtanding, whereby. ir refleRs and ſtayes vpon 
irs owne intentions, and-comparing theny 
with the rule, it, proceeds to lay a:command 
vpon the will and affeQions, co putthem in 
execution. 1 ſay it is an a@of the practical] 
vnderftanding, whereby ir ſtaycs and refles 


vpon its owne intentions, &c, for there are 


— 


mauy ations that pafle from the minde of a 
man. 


m— 
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— 


 BraltWalking . 


man, that he dwels not vypon, bur they, paſſe 


preſently away, theſcare nor refleR acts, they. | 
are nor acts of conſideration, hee dwels, nor, | 


ypqn them z but when a man dwels vpon a 
thing, hee will notlert it preſcotly paſſe from 
his hands. Firſt, they are in.the intention,and 
then he lookes backe by conſideration, when, 


' 2 man will ſee what is in his minde, hee will 


looke roundabout as it were, and returne 


| Vpon his heart, as, it is called in the Chront- 
cles, if you returne to, your hearts; I ſay this is, 


neceſlary, this is,one part of conſideration, 
bur this is notall, a man may dwell vpon his 
aQions for another cnd.,, et 
,,Therefarc, when this js done, in the ſecond 
place this is tobe added, that a.man ſodwell 
ypon his actions, as that hee eempares them 
wich the rule : he ſers them both rogether,and 
therefore in Prow, 4.26, that which is called 
conſideration inanother place, is:there called 
Pondering, P onder the waies of thy feet : the mea- 
ning is, conſider the waics of thy feet. Now 
you knaw what, Popdering, js, when you haue 
athing.,to weigh, there muſt be ſomething ro: 
weigh it by, which thercfore is the tule there- 
of;z and as in meaſuring, there is the thing 
that you meaſure by: this istheſecond thing 


to bee done in conſideration, to: compare it. | 


with the rule, 
Butyet this isnot all: for there may bee a 
comparing of aQions and intentions, with 
L 3 the 
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Tocompareir 


with the rule, 


Prog. 4. 26. 


Pondering,whar, 


| 
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the ruleby whichit is ſquared, when yet itis 
not conſideration : a Scholler may take a 


; thing into'conſideration, whether it bee true 
; or falſe, whether ir be a praQike or a ſpecula- 
; tiuething, he may compare itwiththe rule; 


but his cnd is not to praiſe it, but onely to | 
know the cruth of it, and ſo he lers it lie, And 
not onely Schollers, bur it is ſo with all 
men for the moſt part, they heare vs deliuer 
the truth of God, their end is to ſee (as ir 


' were) to'vnderftand ir, to know the truch ofir, | 


= doe no more but fee if the thing be true, 

and giuc their afſenc to it ; but in conſidera» 

tion there is ſomewhat more. . 
Therefore I adde, chat it layerh a command 


.vponthewill to pur ic in execution, or elſe ir 


is not properly confideration; but when a 
man confiders ofa thing, fo as that he reſolues 
ro doe it, that hee Tayes an imperatiue iniun- 


' tion vpon the inferiour faculties, to pur thar 


in practice and execution that he refolues on ; 
ſo now you ſee more diſtin&ly and cleerely | 
what the Apoſtle wonld haue vs doe, this 
is the ation hee would haue-vs doe, to Con- 
ſider ; that is, to ſtay vpon our ations, to 
compare them with the rule, and nor to ler 
them lie there, bur co put them in practice and 
execution ;this is the thing we are herecxhor- 
ted vnto, to Confider,or Take beed what we doe. 
And.it is that which we haue little reaſon tobe 
backward to (though in truth wee are _ 
war 
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ward co nothing more, which; is|the cauſc of 
many errors of our life) if we conſider.) - 
Firſt, thar this conſideration iv theexccl- 
lency of all a mans aCtions, it is chat which. is 
proper to,man, as hee is a man, .there 43 no 
beaſt capable of it :- It is a peculiar, excel- 
lencie to man, to be.able to returne and to re- 
fle. vpon bis actions, Beaſts looke forward 


altogether, vpon the preſent pleaſure which is | 
hv cnt 7 1 to conſideran ation, whe-. 


ther :it be to be done, ornot tabedone, it is 
an excellency peculiar ts. man; Therefore as 


the Mathematicians ſay of - Figures ,- the. 
ſiraic-Figure, or the. firait; Line 18 the 'wea-. 


keſt, but the Circle is the firongefſt of all 


other, and the beſt, becauſe one part returnes . 


to another, and holds. vp another; ſfo:theſe 
dixc adions-of ours.y theſe rranficnt aRi- 
ons that paſſe ſuddenly vpon a thing, 'they arc 
the weakeſt, in them weeare moſt ſubie& ro 
erre, but theſe aQions wherein wee returne 


againeypon our ſelues, as a circle or round | 


figure, are more perfe and exact : Ifay it is 
theexcellency of an action, and-this ſhould 
make vs ready to-do it; but that is not all, 
there is not only.a gencrallexcellency. - --+ 
Bur-it is the beſt for our ſclues, ir pertects 
vs aboue all other; rake all other ations that 


goedirely forward, they perfect fomewhart , 
thatis outafa man, bur they; perfeftnor' the | 
heartof a man; If itbe in teaching others, in | 


it 
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Inconſideration , | 
the caule of er- 
rors in our liucs. | 


ic isrhe perteion of the Scholler, ocheraRi- 
ons of. wealth, of honour, of learning, or 
any thing of this nature, they perfe- the 
thing vpon which they are pitched, but now 

thisaQiov, by which the heart returnesypon 


| bro lookes in, and returnes vpon himſelfe, 
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itſelfe, this refle& aQion is that which per- 
fe&s a mans foulec, it makes him a better man, 
it builds him vp in grace and in truth z when 


ymakes vp the breaches of his heart, if there 
be any thing amifſe there, he reQifies it: there- 
fore it isan ation that we ſhould cafily afſenc 
vnto, and agreeto'the exhortarion of the A- 


—— — S—_ 


poſtle, Therefore:toconchide this poine, lee | 
vs be cxhorred, to conſider what we doe, the 
failing in this is the cauſe of ſo' many errours 
in.our [iues, the cauſe of ſo many ill! ſpent 
-houres, of ſo many vaine ſpeeches, of foma- 
ny groſle finnes committed, all for want of 
conſideration, If the ſwearer would well con- 
fider what that is, when the Lord faith, 7will 
wot hold him guilileſſe that taketh my Name in 
w#ne, hee wouldnor be ſo ready ro ſweare as 
he is. If the adulterer would conſider what 
God faith, Heb. 13. Whoremongers 4nd adul- 
terers God will indge, hee would not fo cafily 
continue in 'that finne : ſo you may runne 
thorow other particulars, therefore this con- 
ſiderarion is neceſſary in things that belong 


| ro faluation, Tris nor ſo in otheri things, in 


other things the: notion pafſeth ſoone- from 
the 
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che minde to the re(t of the faculties, as ſoone | 
as the light, it is no. ſooner kindled but pre- | 


ſent'yir is exccuted z; but in matrers that be- | 
long to godlint (ſr, there may bee afſparke, 


and it will goe out againe in the Leart, as 
grecne wood putteth out the faxes, in that 
caſe there mult bee paines taken, becauſe of 
the ſtubbornneſle in the faculties ofthe minde 
ro obey the light, which is dictated to. the 
conſcience : Therefore wee mult doe in this 
caſe, as we doc with ſtubborne ſervants, they 
muſt be bidden doe a thing againe, they mult 
be forced voto its If the vader-facultics were 


as ready to obey the minde in ſpirityall things - 


aS in other things, ic were ar.other caſe, In 
other things (for the moſt part) we ſhall fade 
that the minde hath no ſooncr reſolucd on 
a thing, but the facultics preſently are ready 
ropract:ſcand roexecute it; If itbe a matter 
of pleaſure, a matter of commedity, a mat- 
ter of buſineſſe, if a man reſolue once todoe 
it, he findes noreſiſtance; but if itbee a mat- 
rer tending to a holy life, hee is reſolued and 
fuily intended to doe it, yet when hee comes 


-to the point, how many impediments doth 


he finde in the vnder-facultics? they are like 
ſtubborne ſeruants that haue need of preſſing 
vpon, and muſt hauc ſuch imperatiue injun- 
ions vpon them as I ſpeake of, Therefore 


this con{ideraticn is neceſlaty for vs, we. ſee 


if we be negligent in it, it.is impoſſible wee 
M 


ſhould 
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| ſhould lead a holy life, becauſe we got vpthe 

hill in char, chere muſt bee paines caken in 

chat ; there is no good aFtion but it will coft 
| this conſideration, and the rather we ſhould 
doe ir, becauſe (as I fay) it is that which per- 
' fets vs molt of anything; wee ſtudy many 
| things, wc ſtudy bockes, wee ſtudy men, wee 
ſtudy our ſelucs, that is done by this a of 
conſ1Jeration, and of all ſtudies that is the 
beſt, when a manſtudies his owne heart, when 
hee dwels at home : It was the precept of 
the wiſe Moraliſt, ro exhort men to dwell at 
home, ts looke inward; for a man to bee as a 
good houſe-wife in her @ewnc houſe, to dreffe 
the roome of his heart, cucry morning to 
fveepeir, and to put things in order which 
the former day hath put out of order, that he 
may bee fic to enterraine the Lord of glory, 
therefore we ovght to keepe our ſelues right 
and ftraighr, ro keepe our ſclues cleane and 
pure in foule and body by this continuall a& 


forthe Holy Ghoſt ro dwell in and to conti- 
nue in : therefore we ſhould doe rhis. 

Firſt in general}, rake this generall confide- 
ration; let a man thinke whar his condition 
is, what he comes into the world for z ler him 


{ hath a foulethatis immortall, tHar muſt Tiue 
in another place for cuer,that his life is vncer- 
taine, hee knowes nor when this foule of his 


ſir downe and thinke with himſelfe that hee | 
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ſhall bce put out of poſſeſſion nowif a man | 
would take theſe things into conſideration, if | 


hee would fit downe and confider his latter 
end, conſider the infallibilitie of the threat- 
nings, conſider the vncertainey of chis life, 
conſider the terrour of Gods wrath, becauſe 
theſe things are not taken into conſideration z 


| therefore it is that men goe on in courſes of 


finne, this is that which the people failed in, 
Dent. 2.9. 4. ſaith Moſes there, you hauec ſcene 
what the Lord did to Pharaoh and all his (er- 
uants, you hue ſecne the temptations and 
the great workes which he wrought, bur you 
haue not hearts ro percciue, .you.haye not 
eyes to ſcevnto this day, you haue ſcene, but 
you hauenot hearts to percciue; that is, you 
hayenot hearts co conſider it as it is, as if hee 
(ſhould ay,this will profitnothing; this which 
was oneof the ſtrongeſtarguments that was, 
(15 how could a people haue more arguments 
to feare God than they had, to ſeeſuch wor- 
ders as they did, butchis) preflited them no. 


—_— 


thing, becauſe they bad not hearts toconfi- | 


der; ſo our Sauiour, Merke 6. 52. They cow- 
fidered not the ntracle of the Loanes, for their 
hearts were hardued : Aﬀter that miracle was 
_—_ rt, when Chriſt walked vpon the Sea, 
and t 
wereafraid, the reaſon is giuen, becauſe they 
confidered not the miracle of the. Loaues ; as 
if hee ſhould ſay, there was enough: in that co 

; M 2 haue 


thought he had becnea ſpirit, they 


| 


Dent. 19. 4. 


Mak. 6.51. 
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have ſitengehened their faich,that they ſhould 


not haue becneſo fearctull; bur ſaith Chriſt, 
the reaſon you did nor profit by th ir was, be. 


cauſe you did not conſider, your hearts were | 
hardened; and therefore 2 Tim. 2. 6, it is ' 


Panls exhortation, Confider what 1 ſay ; conl1i- 
der what in other places ] haue named to you, 


that is, though theſe bee reafons ſirong 


enough,. yet conſider, Timothy, or elſe it will 


neue:r worke vpon thee, therefore conſider 
whar I ſay, and becaule wee are not ablero | 


doe ir of our ſelucs, hee prayes to God to 
teach him to conſider, and the Lord gine thee 
wnder fanding in all things : and indeed that 
wee may doe fo, let vs beſeech God toopen 
our cycs to enable vs to conſider till hee 
ſetvs a worke, we car.not doe it to purpofe, f» 
that Hay, we ſhaw'd learne to doe thisin ge: 
nerall, and'not onely fo, but to make a'daily 
pr-Ctice of ir, eucry = conſider our waies, 
to ſer ſome time a part for that purpoſe; when 
we come to-God in prayer, confider the buſt- 
nefſe wee haue to doe, conftder whar hath 
beene out of order the day before, to reflect 
vpon our hearts, and to ſer ehings ſtrait bc- 
fore Gd, and-after this rohaue an eye vpon 


our ations all the day, rhatour rengues, our | 


hands, our feer, or any partbee not ready to 
aQany thing before we haue conſidered and 
pondered it,. before wee haue good warrant 
ſerie, ns 20 31 

' Yol 
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You will ſay this 15 1maporh »le, mult a man 


| ſtand conſidering cuery a on that he doth ? 


I ſay, it 15 not neediull that cucry action 
ſhou'd be confidered; as in a tourney, you 
know it is notnecdfull tor a man to thinke of 
cuery ſ{t:p, butrhe firſt intention of the jour- 
ney wilt carry bim a great way fo fet the 
hcartaright, and that mention will carry a 
man thorow many actions, though hee ſtand 
notroconfider eucry particularz but becaulc 
our hearts are ſo teady to goc out of the way, 
like young horſes that arc not accultomed to 
the high way, they are rcady to turac aſide 
eucrand anon, cxccpt the hand bee vpon the 
bridle continually ; ſo this confiderstion nuuſt 
bee euer and anon repeated in the heart to 
kecpe it ſtrait, it is aptelſe torurne aſide. This 
wee muft learne to doe in things that belong 
eo godlincefſe, in other-thivgs wee arc apr 
enough to doe it; the young man is apt to 
confider how he ſh «I] ſatisftc h4s f1.(þ, and the 
dcfires of it, how. hee ſhall obraine his plea- 
furcs; the ancienter men, they. conſtjer how 
they may increaſe their wealth, how-they may 
kecpe correſpondency,as it is {1id of the good 


houſe-wife, She confidereth. a field ang grits th, 


Pros. 21. there is roo much of this confide- 


ration, men conſider -ſuch outward aduanta- 


pes : thething that we require r ow, is tO CON- 
frder how wee may walke circumpedlly. and 
holi'y before God in ali things, this is the 
thing 
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thing that we ought to conſider, & toneglett 
this and to interd other things, is no better 


riouſly whathe is, what his condition is, and 
what he is fit for, hee will reckon ic madneſle 
rointend other things as hedoth z we reckon 
men mad, when they fall a gathering ſtrawes, 
and fticke their clothes with flowers , when 


chey ſcrabble vpon the walls, becauſe wee | 


thinke theſe 2&tions vomcer for a man : So 
come toa Chriſtian, when he is occupicd in 


crifles, in pleaſures and honours, (for they are ' 


no better) when men doe this with all chcir 
endeuour, this is as vnmeet for a Chriſtian, 
chis is as much below a Chriſtian, as thoſe 
other ations, that I named, are beJow a man; 
and ir is as truly ſpirituall madaneſſe, as the 
other is natural frenzie; conſider of this there- 
forc, and come to your ſclues. Iam not too 
harſh in calling it madneſle, the Scripture cals 
it ſo, in Luke 15. the Prodigall is ſaid rocome 
to himſclfez for other things hee was come to 


| himſclfe before, bur for matter of grace and 


ſaluatien, therein hee was not come to him- 
ſelfe ; ſo that a man may truly ſay, that the 
world is full of mad men in this ſenſe, becauſe 
they come as much ſhort of that which. be- 


longs to a Chriſtian, ofthat which belongs to | 


a man, as he ſtands in relation to God, as hee 
ſtands in reference to eternity, as the other 
aQions arc to other men, and you ſhall finde 


they 


1 


% 


than madneſlſe: It a man doe but confider ſe- | 


| 


— 
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they are occupied in theſame manner z looke 
vpon the imploiments of men, if wee could 
ſce what they are bufic abour, what their 
thoughts and liucs are taken vp with, in the 
morming if we could fee them, as God feeth 


them and becholds them, wee ſhould ſee they 
doe as mad men, as a man that makes a gar- 


land to himſelfe, compoſed of ſuch vanity as | 


heis moſt fancied with, Conſider therefore 
what you doe, Walke exattly, not as fooies, but 
«wiſe, So much for that, The maine point 
is that we now come to, 

Wake exattly. 


Confider therefore that you walke exattly, | 


whence we will deliver this Do&rine (ro take 
the words as they lic,) that 

Itis required of 4. Chriſtian that be walke with 
Godexatit 7 in all things. 


Before I come to proſecute this point, I will 
ſhew what this walking is, and what it is to 


walke exattly. 


Ina word, by walking nothing elſe is meant 
but the trattand courſe ofa mans life, ſo that 
to walkcholily is nothing elſe, but in all che 


| paſſages. and rurnings of a mans conuerfati- 


onto keepe himſelfe cloſe to the rule, ſo rhar 
intowhat circumſtance ſocuer he is caſi,ftil as 
a Dyetofallright, whether he be alone or in 


- company, whether he be in ſport or in buſi- | 
neſle, ' 


—— 
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| aefI-,wvherher he beamongenermies,oramong 


| frier.ds,ll is one,h's cor.uerfation is bl] of the 
\ Cane colour he kees s ont rerure whit cords 
| tion ſoeucr he is1n, in croſſes and aduci fy te 


in any patt« ular action, whether itdeegaine 
or lofſe ro him, whether hee bee in a pleaſunt 
citate, « r whomfoeuer he hath ref:rence to, 
 wh«thier it be for his aduantage er diſaduan- 
tage, allis one, he doth: not ſhifr, he dethnot 
dawbe it out ty ſceking inucntions, that af- 


is taught ro wait, n proſperity he knowes how | 
toabouund, to behave hin f:1te as a Chriſtian 


nn eo 
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Preciſcneſſe 

| 4 commended. by 

| the ApoR/e,con- 

f "| d:mined by the 
world. 


er 


ecrwards will fall cff as vntewmpered mcrter, 
his conſcience puts it to him, and tells him 
this is net to be done, and he is willing to lct 
his cor:ſcience ſpeake, he is ready to = it 
when a man thus behaves himſcife in the 
conſtant courſe of his life, this is to walke | 
exadly. 

Bur then againe there is ſomewhat in this 
word Exad, the Greeke word 4x3; comes of 
two woids, that fignifie to goc to the extre» 
mity ofa thing; ſo to walke exa&ly is nothing 
elſe, but ſoto keepe the Commandements of 
God, that a man goes tothe vrmoſt cf them, 
to all che rules that he preſcribes, net onely to 
content himſelfe to doe the maine dutics of 
them, but you muſt looke to cuery particle of 
them, to bee willirg to goe tothe vtmoſt of 
euery command ; ſothe ſcope of the Apoſile | 
is, to commend yato vs here the thing that | 
IS 
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is ſo diſgraced in the world, the which is a | 


marcer of much obloquie, that ſame exaQ- 
neflc or preciſcneſſe, for ſo the ward may as 
well be tranſlated, and there is no-word that 


fics the- Greeke . better than this, Conſider |- 


that you walke preciſcly, or exaQtly, or ſtriatly 
| inallthiogs; I ſay chat is che Apoſiles ſcope, 
ce. commend this to vs, that men diſcom- 
mend ſo. much, though indeed it bethe only 
excellency of a Chriſtiang for is not that the 
beſt glafle chat ſhewes the ſmalleſt ſports ? and 
is hotthar the brighteſt light that ſhewes the 


leaſt moats? and doe you not reckon that the 


fineſt fleſh chat is ſenſible of the leaſt pricking? 
ſo theconſcience that is ſenſible of the leaſt 
fin or failing, is the perteRion of Chriſtianity 
which wee are to ſtriue ro attaine, ir is that 
whichweare to reckon the greateſt excellency 
of all othcrs, ſo far itſhould befromdiſgrace 
with vs, To welkeexatly is required of cuery 
one, and this exaQnefle is to goe to the vt- 
moft z- but a lictle more particularly ro de» 
ſcribe it, ro walke exaF&ly requires theſe three 
conditions, 

Firſt looke to the whole rule, he that looks 
but to a part ſhall neuer doc a bufineſſe ex- 
aQly, but imperfectly and bunglingly;z that 
is, you muſt haue reſpec to all the comman- 
dements, to. all the precepts that runne tho- 
row the booke of. God. . vein 

Secondly , hee muſt = to the vtmoſt of 


cucry 


Smile. 


cxataclle, 
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| Looke tothe 
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cuery one, we ſce our Saujour in Mar. 5. hee 
ſers it downe, it is not enough for a man nor 
ro murder, but he muſt wot be angry with bu 
brother onaduiſealy, there is the extremity of 
the command, he muſt nor onely rake care of 
the main:, but ro keepe the leaſt 5 fo he ſaith, | 


—— 


— — 


oathes, or nor forſweare himfelfe, but let your 
yes be yes, and your nay nay, ſaith our Sauiour in 
the ſame Chapter, And ſofor that command, 
Thos (halt not commit adultery, (I give you the. 
inſtancesin that Chaprter,becauſe Chriſt giues 
them vpon the ſame occaſion; ſaith he, he that 
breaks the leaſt commandement, he that doth 
not keepe euery iot of the commande, he ſhall 
not come to Heauen,) As for that command 
of Adultery, though thou keepe the maine, 
if thou luſt in thy heart, thar is, ifa man ad. 
mit laſciuious thoughts, adulterovs luftfull 
thoughts, though he keepe theimaine Com- 
mandement, the maine duty which is there 
commanded, yet he walks wot exaitly; there is 
a neceſſity laid vpon him Fee that keepes not 
euery iot of the command, (hall not emer into Hea- 
wen; ſo that you muſt haue reſpe& to the 
whole rule, and to cuery particular com- 
mand, 
And laſtly, you muſt doe ir ar all times, 
Pſa. 106. werſ, wit, Bleſſed is hee that doth in- | 
frice, and lenes righteonſneſſe at all times, other- | 
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fies and flaſhes, that walkes exaQy one day, 
and is out againe another, this man is ſaidnor 
to walke exact, he walks with God by fits, 
as he that lookes to halfe therule, he walls but 
by halues, if cither of theſe be, that he walks 
but by halues or by fits; heis not exact : thus 
much ſhall bce ſaid for the explication, Now 
this exacneſle is required in three reſpes, 
Firſt, in reſpe of a mans perſon, that hee 
bee clothed with all the graces of the ſpiric 
that there be none wanting, there muſt bee a 
generalicy in that, and therefore in 2 Pet, 1, 
we ſee thegraces are put together, Give «ll d;- 


knowledge, with knowledge temper anee, with tems- 
perance go e&c.that is, as if he ſhould ſay, 
a Chriſtian muſt nor bee adorned with ſome 
graces of the ſpirit onely, bur hee muſt haue 
euery one, he muſt be exaQ, he muſt have the 
wholeclothing, the whole Image of God, for 
the Image of Ged is nothing elſe but the hap- 
py cluſter of cheſe graces : now put the caſe 
that any of theſe be wanrine, then you ſhall 
ſee what a defet it will cauſe; it a man haue 
faith, if hee want vertue, thatis, if his faich 
ſhew not it ſelfe in workes, if it be nut a wor- 


him. Ifhe be zealous and ready to the worke, 
ifthere be vertue in him,if he want Lnowledge 
to guide, anddirc@ him, and turnc him, hee 


muſt needs erre exceedingly; and therefore 
N 2 he 


ligence that you toywe with rvertne faith, with faith 


king vertuall faith, what will his faith profit 


! 


ExaAneſle re- 


quired 


reſpeQs. 
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"he muſt ioyne to vertue knowledge, ifhe haue 
knowledge that he know what todoe, if there 
doe not come in the praRice of other graces, 
ifhe be intemperate, it will lic as a blot vpon 
him,thcre wilbe great inconcinnity in his car- 
riage, if ze hauc other vertues and want one; 
ſuppole it he be temperate, yer if he be an im- 
patient man, this becomes not one of thoſe 
vpon whom Gods Name is called; it becomes 


cuery grace, becauſe God requires ſo much 
beauty in him, in Cat, 4. 7. ſaith Chriſt to his 
Church, Thou art «ll faire my lone, there is wo ſpot 
in thee z thatis, thouart adorned with all the 
graces of the ſpirit, there is not one wanting, 
tor there is ſuch a generality required , ſuch is 
the beauty of a man inChriſt,the whole frame 
of grace is in him: therefore Chriſt is ſaid to 
worke grace for grace, the meaning is, for euery 
grace in hin:ſclfe, he hath ſtamped another in 
vs; as the ſcale giucs print for print,in the wax 
chara&cr for character, and as the father to 
the ſonne limbe for limbe, and member for 
member; ſo Chrift-cohis Saints, hee workes 
grace for grace, that is, as hec himſelfe hath 
the whole frame of grace in his owne heart, as 
the Image of God is perfeR in him : ſoallthar 
he changeth, all that are borne of him, not of 
the will of the fleſh bur of the will of God, 
they haue the ſame that he hath;not indegree, 
no childe hath his members in the lamede- 


nn" 


gree 


a Chriſtian ro hauc his perſon adorned with - 
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gree as the father: hath, hec- hath; them as a 
clnlde, the other hath them as a pertetimanz 
ſo euery Chriſtian hath them in the degree of 
achilde, and yct he muſt beexactin all inre- 
ſpe of hisperſon, }._ Ar 240te anne 

Secondly, this exaneſle is required in rg- 
gard of his actions, all the ations that the 
holy man hath ro doe are to beexaQ, there- 
fore it is a rule of the Schoolemen,: au action 
cannotbe goodexceptall-be go0vd'in it, £x- 
ceprall the circumſtances be good, ifthere be 
one wanting the action is euill ; this is requi- 


| redofneceſlity ro walke exaly, that is, take 
any aQion we doe, itcicher the principle of ix | 


benorgood, that ir comes from carnall feare, 
or from carnall loue and defire,or elſe the end 
is not: good, or-the: circumſtances arc not 
good:z-ro pray, and not topray ferueotlys. to 
ſhew mercy, and not with cheerefulncflc ;/to 
kcepe the Sabbath, and rat with delight and 
and ſo you may runncthorow what particu- 


lars youwill, the wanting of ;any of theſe cir- | 


cumftances makes it an cuill action; and ther- 

fore in regard of his ations he muſt be cxaR, 
Thirdly, in regard of others it is neceflary 
that he walke exadtly, as in lanes 1. Thi pure 
religion and ndefiled io keepe 4' mans ſelfe 
wnſpotied of the world ; now 1t a manwill be 
vn{potted of the world, hee muſt bee cxaRt in 
all cbings; if hee faile bur « little the would 
will bloe him and blaze his name all ouer, that 
N3 no 


A —— 


| 


2 


In regard ofthe 
actions. 


C RA 
mu be good in 
a good aQicn, 


3 
In regard-of 0« 4 
racers, 
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no place ſhall be empty of it, if there bee any 
ſpot in him, Ir is true, the applauſe of the 
world is notto be ily looked for, bur yer 
in this caſe euery Chriſtian ſhould be like 46- 
ſalom,there ſhould be no blemiſh in kim from 
top to toe, he ſhould labour to bee ſo blame- 
lefle in all his conuerſation, to doe as Zachery 
and Elizabeth, to walke in all the Commanac- 
ments without reproofec, ſo that a Chriſtian 
in regard of his perſon, in regard of his ai- 
ons, in regard of others, hee muſt welkes 
exattly, - 

Burt now in this point that I haue deliuered 
there is ſomewhat more than this, it is requi- 
red I ſay of every Chriftian, that hee welke 
exattHly before Godin all things, here comes 
in a queftion or obieRion, when I lay it is re- 
quired of them ; the queſtion is now whether 
it be of neceſſity or no, that it be ſolaid vpon 
euvefy Chriſtian, that they cannot keepe in 
good termes with God, that they can haue 
no aſſurance of their owne good cſtate except 
they doc it? whether ir be laid vpon them of 
ſuch neceſſity or no, to keepe ſuch exacneſle 
in their conuerſation? 

To this I anfiver: this precept, as well as 
= in the Bookeof God, is tobe kept Euan- 
gelically, though we cannor keepe it Legally; 
that is, we muſt endeuour to the vemoſt of our 
power to doe it, to ſtriue with all our might, 
wee muſt intend, and dcfire, and purpo , to 

oe 


| 


—_—— 


doe it, and we muſt haue cndevours anſwera- 


ble ro our: purpoles ; this neceſſity lies. vpor 


euery man to welke exa<ly, that is, to allow 
himſelfe in nothing that is a knowne finne, 


| there: may be many failings out of paſſion, a 


| 


man may be tranſported:out.of wcogitancy, 
out of inaduerrancy,, becaule many things 
paſſe from him that he is nor able: co conſider 


of; butler it come to this caſe, to bea knowne |. 


, Gane, ifbe allow{himſe}e in it, chisis/3 breach 


' of the Euangelicall keeping of this Comman« | 
| dement, which requires that a man wake ex- | 


«ly, and this lies vpon eucryoneof neceſſity, 
that hee doe not admit of any knowne ſinnie 
in his - conuerſacion, 'but in thar reſpe& to 
walke exaith, and that will bee manifeſted by 
theſe reaſons. 

. Firſt; if there bebur one thing in your. con- 
uerſation (pitch where you will) be it greater 
or ſmaller, if it come to bea knowne finne, if 
it be reucaled, that you know ſucha thing is a 
dury, or facha thing is a finne z now ifa man 
walke not exaQtly in that, hee makes a breach 


 betwcene God and him : as it is with two 


friends, it there come but a ſmall matter 
wherein they differ, that falling: betweene 
them, if neither of themyeeld, it makes an 
vtter breach and ſcparation betweene them 
ſoler it be a matter of lefſle momenr, take the 
tkaſt ſinne, or chenegleR ofthe leaſt duty, yer 
when I know this thing God requires 6 my 

ands, 


| 


| 
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| _ why 
Chriſtians ſhould 


walke cxattly, 
Reaſon 1. 
Eiſc there will be { 


a breach berwixt 
Godand vs. 


Simile. 


| 


— 


Simle, 


| - Reaſon 2. 
Elſe whar a man 
doth, is for him- 
ſclfe and nor for 
che Lord, 
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{ God; I ſay whathedoth,ir is forhimſelfe and 
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hands, itisa thing that God will haue done ; 
when a man now lies in the contraryand will 
not doe it, certainly God will not yeeld, and 
if hee doe not, it makes a breach berweene 
them, it makes a ſeparation. betweene God 
andhim: As it-is with a Prince, if hee com- 
mand a man todoe any thing, when he pro» 
claimes it, when there is authority pur'vpon 
ir, when itis made knowncto him in partica- ) 
lar, the ſtanding out:makes*him a rebell; ſo 
it'is inchis, the ſtanding our with God'in any 
part of our conucrſarion, itwe benotexaGt in 
all, ir puts vs into a ſtate of ſeparation from 


a AA 


Secondly, except a man walke thus exaQly 
with God in all things, it is euident that what 
he doth, hee doth it for himſelfe andnor for 
the Lord, and ifhe doc fo itis not accepted of 


not for the Lord, for ifhe performe that obe- 
dience which heedoth for the Lord, and for 
hisCommandemenrt to pleaſe him,what is the 
reaſon that he goes notrothe vtmoſi? why doth 
hee ſet limits to himſclfe, for God requires 
chat we ſhould doe bu will on earth a5 it is done 
in Heauen? his commandement is, that we 
(houid goe to the vemoſt of every command, 
now when wee limit our ſelues in holineſſe, 
when we come to ſuch thoughts as theſe, well; 
I willhaueas much as willbring me to/Hea- 
uen, I wilt labour for ſo muchexaQneſſe of 


conuers 


6. Att. is, 
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conuecrſation, as will keepe me in the ſtare of 
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grace, as muchas wiil preſcrue me from hell; | 


| ſay the ground of all ſuch conuerſation is 
nothing cut of a mans ſclfe; ir is but regard 


to himſcife, hee doth but onely looke at his 


owne ſaluation and no more, which is a thing 
I confeſſe that may be looked ar, but tolooke 
at nothing elſe, is ſelie-loue; when a man 
lookes at nothing but his owne ſaluation, and 
how he may eſcape hell, that man cannor bee 
righr; now when a man ſets himſelfe limits, 
and circumſcribes himſelfe, and faith with 


himſclte I will goe thus farre and no further, 


when he doth not endeuour to come to the 
vtmwoſ}, to the higheſt peg, it is a figne his 
heart is not vpright, therefore there is a ne- 
ceſlity laid vpon cuery man, thathe walke ex- 
atly with God in all things. 

Thirdly, take any particular in #mans con- 
uerſation wherein he fatioureth himſclfe, ifhe 
be oucrcome of that,he is not in Chriſt, who- 
ſocuer is in Chriſt ouercommeth the world 
and the fleſh, ſaith the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. Whe- 
ſotner is in Chriſt cracifieth the fleſh and the 
affettions, and ouercomes the Deuill, as wee 


know the ſtronger man caſts our the ſtrong | 


man z now when any one particular of theſc 


luſts of the fleſh, or the remprations of the. | 


world, or the deuill, ſhall come and fer vpon a 
man, if he yeeld to this hes onercome of it, 
whereas none of thoſe that are in Chriſt are 
O oucrcome 


Reaſon 7, 


Elſe it argues a 
man is not in 
Chriſt, 


Gal, 5, 


'' 


To ic ouercome 
what. 


Stmile. 


| 
Reaſon 4. 
| Flſe no mcai:es 
| cana be profita. tb. 


Simile, 


| 
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| ouercome of the wot Id, or of the fleſh, or of 


the deui!l ; that is, if there be any particular 
ſinne (for they are bur fouldicts that fight vn- 
der thoſe Generals and Caprtaines) if a man 


| once yeeld coir, if a man giue oucr ſtriuing 


| againſt ir, a man is ſaid properly to bec ouer- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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come; wiercas if a man continue warring 
with finne, it is another caſe, but when hee 
giucs ouer reſiſting, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Hi 


ſeraauts you are, whom yow obey + if a man come 


ro obey any ſinne, whatſocuer hee is in the 
whole courſe of his conuerfation,it interrupts 
this exactneſle ; when he yeelds, kce is oucr- 
come; As we fay water and fire,as long as they 
contend one with another, neither is ouecr- 
come; but when they yeeld one to another, 
when the fire is turned all co be water, then it 
is ouercome; ſo in this caſe, when there is a 
coriteſtation betweene vs and finne, if wce 


| yeeld to it, thenfinne ouercomes vs, and hee 
| that is ouercome of ſinnecannot be in Chriſt, 


Fourthly, if there be any particular-finne in 
a mans conuerfation wherein hee doth allow 
himſcife, it hinders the vſe of all meancs and 
theprofir of them, that neither a man is able 
to-pray, or able to heare, or able ro doe any 
duty as he ought : Sothatasa medicine is ap- 
plicd in yaine ſo long as the Arrow head is in 
the wound, that muſt be remouecd firſt before 
:t cat workeanyrures fo ler there be but one 


| ſhane, one fatlnon this exa@tefle of conyer- 


ſation, 


— > 
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ſation, and all the meanes of grace arc in 


vaine : therefore there is a neccflity lies vpon | 


euery man, ifhe will bea Chriſtian, if he wi!) 
reckon himſelfe of the number of thoſe that 
are the children of light, that he walke exadly. 


| But not to ſtand to prefle this further, to make 


ſome bricfe vſe of ir, for I defice rocometo 


| the other port, Not as fooles,but a5 wiſe, 


The vie we are to make of this, is to ſer our 
(clues abour the worke, to doc the thing, to 
labour to walkeexa&ly, and here itis good to 
bring eur {clues to particulars, Come to the 
keeping of the Sabbath, I would bur aske this 


queſtion, Whether the day benotholy? whe- 


ther it differ not from other dates that are 
common daies? and if irbeenot holy, why 


{ doc yon docany thing atall>z and if it be ho- 
| ly, isnota holy day robe keprholy ? why doe 


you not kecpe it exatly ro God? And for 
Prayer, hen you come to call ypon the Name 
of God, it is not the {light performance of 
the duty that God lookes for, i is another 


| thing, heetakes yourprayers by weight and 


not by number, theretore looke you doc it cx- 


[ a&ly; fo in receining the Sacramenr, and all 


duties, I leaue ir ro your ſelues ro conſider 
particulars: and ſo for the duties of your Cal 
ling, to be diligent in them, ro ſerue God and 
men in them with the fatnefſe and ſweerneſſe 
of them : and fo for ſports and recreati- 
ons, to be exact in them, andnotto vſethoſe 
O2 that 


[ 


pe, 
To labour for 
| thiscxaRnefle. 


ln keeping the 


Sabbath. 


In Prayer. 


In receiging the 


Sacrament. 


| Inour particular 
calling. 


In Recreations. 
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char be vnlawfull, and rboſethat bee lawful!, 
rot to vie. them exceſſiuely, but to vie then 
with limitatior.s, and to put right ends vp- 


on them; and ſo inall bufinefſe and conucr- 
ſing wich men, in all the turnings and paſſages 


——— — — «a # 
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of a mans lite, looke that you walke exat#ly, | 


chat is a (1gne the heart is not changed, a man 
is not right borne till he come to walke exat7ly 
with God, till he be willing to performe cucry 
duty , and willing to ſhunne cucry ſinnc 
thar hce knowes, euery thing thathath a cin- 
ture of finne, if the heart be right there will 
be an antipathy betweene vsand whatſocuer 
iscallcd {inne, otherwiſe what is the power 
of Religion, if. wee onely doe duties that are 
facile and cafic, to which wee haue no con- 
trary diſpoſition, it were ancaſic thing then v0 
be religious, but herein is the power of Reli- 
gion, to ſubduccuery 2ffcction, to ſubicCt ir, 
whcie there is a ſtrong ſtreame of a contrary 
diſpoſition to turne the courſe of nature, to 
obey God whena man finds the greatcſt dit- 
ficulrics, in thetime of temptation and triall 
to dae it, this is that which is neceſſary for 
vs, otherwiſe the truth is, wee ſerue the fleſh 
and not God, faith James, 1am, 2. The [ame_- 
Ged that ſaid thow ſhalt not murder, ſaid alſo thou 
ſhalt nat commit adultery; 1o I ſay to cucry man 
that failes in any particular, and allowes him- 
ſelfe ro lic in any particular finne that he will 


— — 


that your obedience bee generall, otherwiſe | 


Fee nn ee ac 
_————— 


hauec- | 
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haue tis liberty in, L fay, hath not, God laid, 
thou ſhaltnortdoe this as well as that, and it 
thou docſt one duty to God out of loue and 


- | reſpe& to him, or if thou dicſt abſtaine from 


any finne becauſe he forbids thee, doth nor 
he torbid thee that as well as this, and he hath 
commanded thee this duty as we!l as the 
other, why doeſt thou not performe all chen ? 
A little leake will finke and drowne a Ship as 
well as a. great breach; one diſcaſe will take 
away the lifc as well as many ; ſo one finne, 
one failing in this cxa&neſſe of conucrſation 
is enough to deſtroy vs, it is enough to put vs 
ourof. a right condition in Gods fight, there» 
fore learne to walke exattly, beware of by- 
waies, which thougi it may be hidden from 
the eyes. of men, yet God knowes it that ſees 
inſecret; for thatisa common ccurſe : Men 
doe as wandring ſtars which are carried about 
with the reſt of the Hcaucns, and yet they 
creepe backe by a contrary way,whictris their 
owne proper motion; ſoit is the cuſtome of 
men to doe as others doe for the outfide, to 
come to Church, to abſtainefrom groſle ſins, 
to ljue ciuilly, to deale juſtly with men tn their 
common courſe, bur they haue a proper 
courſe of their owne. Labour to be ex3&,take 
heed, know that God obſerues you,and know 
this, that that hath beene the practice of the 
Saints, it-is'nor a thing.impoflible to be done, 
we-muſtnot ſet vpon it as vpon a thing that 


a O 3 none | 


—— 


Stmile, 


Simule, | 


Inſtances of ex- 
aQ walking, 


Inſtancescfthoſe 
that walked not 


exaQtly. 


( 


Exaft W., alking. 


none can reach ro, looke on Aoſes, lec his 
manner of walking, when God commanded 
him to goe with all chat he had our of Egype, 
he would not leaue fo much as a hoofe behind 
him, he would doe it exa@tly ; looke on Paxl, 
he knew nothing by himſelſe, thatis, he kepc 
aclecre conſcience in all things, though hee 


"were not thereby iuſtified; looke on Samel 


and his walking, hee calls the people to him, 
and ſaith to them, what haue I done amiſle > 
whom haue I wronged > Whoſe oxe or whoſe 
aſ/e hane 1 taken ? 

Agpaine, fce thoſe thar faile in this, and wee 
ſhall ſee that ir is nor a ſlight matter; Saul 


| walked with God, bur becauſe hee did not 


walke exaFly, becauſe he offcred ſacrifice be- 
fore hee ſhould, you would thinke it a ſmali 
matter, but becauſc hedid not deftroy,bur ſpa- 
red Fgap, God reieted him, So: Nedeb and 
Abihs, when they offered ſacrifice, you would 
thinke it to bee no great matter, a circuny. 
tance, and will not common fire ſerue the 
turce? but they were conſumed forgot wal- 
king exathy ; looke vpon the Prophet that cid 


not keepe him cloſe to the word of God, as | 


hee returned backe hee was flaine of a Lion; 
looke vypon Balaem, hawalked with a faire our- 
ſide, yer becauſe he was not exact (for God 
ſaw the falfenefſe of his heart) God faw the ſe- 
cret by-ends thathe had in ir, & for this cauſe 
God reicaed him, therfore take heed that you 
walte exattly. Not 
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Not as fever, but as Wiſe. 
Ic is our wiſdome to doc fo (to ſpeake a 


| word ortwook that) ro doe that which God 


' hach appointed a inan to doe, to doe that 
| Which the rule of wiſdome hath appointed, 


— - a 


chat muſt nceds be the wiſclt way z now it is 


' the rule of wiſdome thas commands vs to 


— 


walkeexat#iy ; and as he js the beſt wrirer that 
comes neerc{t his copy, and he the beſt Car- 
penter that comes ncereſt his rule appointed 
him, fo hee is the wiſc{t man that comes nee- 
reſt the rue of wildome, which is the booke 
of God, which exhorts vs to walke exadly. 

Againe, to be guided by Gud, who is the 
wiſeſt, is it not the wiſeſt way? it is Gods ap- 
pointinent that we ſhou'd walke exaitlh, exa- 
mine the properties of wiſdome, and we ſhall 
fee what cauſe there is toreckon it to be wil. 
dome to walkeexad7ly. 

Firſt, the maine property of wiſdome is, 
when a man lookes to the gencrall. vniucrſall 
end of his life, 2nd frames all chings according 
tothar, for thercin properly wiſdome or pru- 
dence conſiſts z when a man lookes aright to 


| the vemoſt and generall end of his lite, for a 


man either to looke to no'end, or to bec as 
choſe that roll vp and downe at randome, men 
that haue nopwrticular ſcope to which they 
direc all cheir ations, this is groſſctolly, 

But befides this, ifa man have noend, or if 
itbe but a particular end, he isnor faid co be a 
wiſe 


- 


wh 103 


Tr is wiſdome to 
waike cxaCtiy. 


| 


WE 


Smile, 


tis. ths thts 
—  — 
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The properties 
of wiſdome, 


I 
To dirck all aQi- 


©@:1STO ah vnlucre 
{all end, 
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The cauſe of cr- 
rours. 


Errour about the 
cnd the greateſt. 


UH 


| and fo we may goe thorow all, bur he can ne- 


 ExatWalking. 
wiſe man, hemay be ſaid to bea wiſePllor, or 


a wiſe States-man, or a wiſe Merchant, or a 
wiſe Warriour thar ſers ſuch particular cnds 


ucr beſaid to be a wiſe man, except he looke 
aright ro the gencrall ſcope and the generall 
end of his likez now he that walkes with God 
perfectly, he only is a wiſe man, becauſe hee 
onely lookes art the generall frame and courſe 
of his life aright, The cauſe of all our errors 
(as one ſaith) is becauſe we looke onely vpon 
part of our life, wee looke not to the whole, 
we hauc not oureye vpon the generall ſcope 
and aime of our life, and therefore we walke 
vnprudently, he onely is a wiſe man (I ſay) 
that frames the whole courſe of his life aright, 


Cr ae De 
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and therefore wiſdome hath that excellency 
| aboue all orher things, becauſe ir lookes to 
| theend; as theend is beſt, ſo any error about 
the end is worft (ſaith a Diuine,) as the end is 
beſt, ſo folly, and imprudence, and error con- | 
cerning the end is the greateſt error : there- 
fore the Scripture calls this wiſdome godli- 
nefſc, and this folly wickednefle, the beſt and 
worſt names that can be; therefore if this be 
| wiſdomefor a man ro frame the whole courſe 
of his lifearight, to looke to the generallend, | 

| 

| 

| 
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to be ſure thathis ſcope be good, then he is 
the wiſeſt man that walkes exa&ly with God, 
waatſocuer hebe in other things, this makes | 
him a wiſe man, | 


a _ -— 


Secondly, 
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Exaft W alkene. 
Secondly, this is a property of wiſdomefor 


a man not only-toknow, butto put in execuri- 
on, thatis thedifference berweene prudcnce 


andother arts; in,otherarts, he thatknowes | 


what is beſt, is the beſt Artiſt, but'in mat- 
ter of prudence, hethat knowes what todoe, 
and practiſerhnotr,is ef all other the moſt too» 
liſh; and therefore aRtion isa chiefe property 
of wildome,there is this requifite toprudence 
co inuent the worke aright, and topur ir in 
execution : therefore hee that walkes exactly, 
he :that not.only-knewes what ro doe, but in 
good carncſt doth it,' hee: is the: wiſeſtman. 


Men arenot tobe judged according'to their | 


knowledge, or according to theirhabirs, but 
according to the a, according to their exe- 


. cution. and practice,as the Apoſtle faith,Rem, 


2. God ſhall indge men accor dive touvbeir. workes,' 
Againe, another property of wiſdome is, 
whena man notonly lookes ypon one part of 
his buſineſſe, bue he:1lgokes-round abour it, 
he lookes in all thenooks and corners ofit ; ic 
is the ground of crrour, when a man lookes 
vpon one part that drawes him on to the 
worke, but hc lookes not roundabout, to ſee 
the diſcommodities, to looke toall :: if this be 
wiſdome, then to walke with God perteQly 
is the greateſt wiſdome; take any other man 
that doth it nor, that ſteps aſide out of the 
waics of God, that walkes not'exaly with 


him, that goes out and ſeekes ſome profitfor | 


P  himſclfe 


Topurt a man 
vpon practice. 


Diflerence be- 


rweene prudence 
| and other arts. 


Hew men are to 
be cſtcemed. 


To looks to eve- 
ry part of es bus 
lineflc, 
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himſelle or fome credir,that ſteps outfor fome 
fiatull luſt, to ſatisfic ſome pleafure which hee | 
| thinkes will bee great aduantage to him, to 
; \ haue this which others want, what is the rea- 
| ſonof this? becauſe he is notwiſe, he lookes 
but vpon one part;ifhe did looke round abour, 
| | ifhedid put theantecedentand theconſequenrt 
| rogether, if he would ſumme vp all his life ro- 
, | gether, hee would ſee thar that were not the 
| beſt way, he would ſee that that would bring 
| him much miſery, and that the abſtaining 
C. fronrthatſinne would bring him much hap- | 
pineffe: thus he would chinke if all were put 
rogether, but when he lookes on one part,and 
noe on all, hence it is that men wake not 
exattly. | 
a \ Againe, it is another property of wiſdome, 
[- Tolooke onthe | fora man'mer tolooke on the outſide, but to 
. | infdeofthings. | 10,0keonthe inſide ofthings; fooles looke on | 
| | the outſide, but wiſe men ſee the infide, they 
Simule. ſee the ſap in the tree 5 whena man looks'onl 
| | en the outſide, he is ſubie& to be raken wit 
rhe ſnare, when he ſees the Corne ſpread, and 
ſees not the net; but a wiſe man ſecs the hooke 
PO in the bait: the moſt precious things in the 
world, their carriage is baſe, their outſide is 
baſe, the worſt things are gilded, and men 
| | for the moſt part, for want of wiſdome, take 
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the things that are gawdy on the outſide, and | 

| leaue the other, As the Apoſtle ſaith,/e are as | 
| wen of ſorrow, thoagh indeed wee reiozce as men 

| $Y hawing | 
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haning nothing, though we poſſeſſe all thiw:s, his 
meaning is, the ourſide is meane, the outſide 
is baſe; is it not prudence through the gold 
ro ſee the baſe metals, to ſee the thing thar is 
bad indeed, to ſec the vanity, and folly, and 
deformity of ſinne, that God hath forbid vs to 
commit; to ſce the falſe gloſſes of Satan that 
he puts vpon fin, to ſee the baſe merall with- 
in: andon theotherſide to fee the excellency 
of ſpiritual! things > They that walke exat#ly 
they ſee the inſide: Moſes had two things pre- 
ſentcd to him, to ſaffer affliit;ons with the pes- 
ple of God, the outſide was bad enough, or to | 
enio) the pleaſures of fine, the treaſures of B- 
£ypt that he might haue had in Pharaohs courr, 
here the outſide was good, this was his wiſ- 
dome to ſee thorow both theſe ; he that walks 
perfealy with God, hee ſees the inſide of 
things, he ſees that God negleRs things that 
hauc an outward gloſle, and cleaues to things 
that _— the outſide be baſe, yetin them- 
{clues they are excellent and precious, I 
ſhould haue come to ſome cxhor- | 
ration, but the time is paſt : 
ſo much ſhall ſerue for 

this eime, 


FINIS. 
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Cannicls ſupport 
of 


Sorrowfull Sinners. 


| L1SAM. 12.20,21,22, 
' And Samuel ſaid vnto the people, Feare_ 
wot - (ye bane dbne all thu wickedneſſe, 
" Jet turne not afide from following the. 
Lord, but ſerue the Lord with all your 
heart: 
And turne ye not afide, for then ſbould ye2 
 goe after rvaine things, which- cannot 
| profit nor delinter, for theyare vaine..) 
| For the Lord willnot forſake bi; people; for 
hu great Names ſake: becauſe it. hath 
1 pleaſed the Lord to make you bu people, 
= BY Samuel ſerreth torth the greatneſſe | 
y of che ſinne of the people, in deft» 


ring of a King, and hetells them that thercin 
| i they 


« occafion of theſe words was this; 
in'the former part of the Chapter 


Obie, 


 Anſw, 
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they had caff away the Lord who was their - 


King : And vpon this a miracle was wrought, 
whereby God diſcoucred his diſpleafure from 
Heauen, which ſo amazed the people, as at 
the cighteenth verſe it is ſaid, They feared ex- 
ceedingly, and deſired Sammel that be wonldpray 
for them; and now in theſe words yee haue 
Sammels anſwer, and his ſcope thercin ts to ex- 
hortthe peoplenor to feare, for they thought 
thac ſo great a ſin could not be forgiuen eaſlly, 
nor they ſo caſily receiued to.metcy againe z 
he therefore labours to take away the diſcou- 
ragemenr, and tels them that if rhey would 
come in, feare wot, for Ged will receme you, 

But they might obie&, but wee haue com- 
micted a great ſinne, 

Ic is true, ſaith hee, I will norgoe abourto 
extenuate that, yet notwithſtanding know 
this for your comforts, that God willconti- 
nue the ſame that he hath beene,and therefore 

feare wet: and that he further ſetteth forth from 
an effe& which commonly this feare hath, 
which will cauſe vs to depart from the Lord : 
ſo that now hee labours to take away their 
feare by two things: firſt,by raking away their 
diſcouragement, the cauſe of their feare : ſe- 
condly, by ſhewing them the bad effe&irwill 
bring forth, ro cauſe them to-depart from the 
Lord, the contrary to which he cxhpres them 
vnto, and confirmes his exhortationsby rheſe 
reaſons: firſt ſaith he,T#rn wot aſide from follow- 
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RG FTE 
eg theLerd;in which there is areaſon couched, 
| as if he ſhould haue ſaid, now you haue com- 


mitted one crrour, will you commit a ſecond? 
when a man js out of his way, will he goe on ? 
no, but will returne rather, and will you turne 
aſide from following the Lord too? ſecondly, 


whither ſhall ic be that you would goe? to the 


creatures,they candoe you no goed, Here are 
two things that you all defirezfirft,deliuerance 
from euill when you arein a ſtate of miſery; 
ſecondly, ſuch things as may aduance you in 
2 good eſtate, Now the creatures can doc 
neither for you, for they are vainez itis vanity, 
an empty thiog, and willyou leaue the Lord 
who hath power to doeall this for you, and 
whatclfe you can deſire? | 


 Butthey might ſay, but wehaue diſpleaſed J 
the Lord, fo that he will not looke on vs as he |- 


was wonr., 

He anſwereth and tels them that God is the 
ſame; hewillnotcaſilyforſake his people, for 
which he giues two: reaſons ;, firſt, becauſe he 
had choſen them ro be his people, he had free- 
ly made them his people at the firſt, and hee is 
alwaics the ſame, and therefore he willconti- 
nue to keepe you. 

But they might ſay,we haue made our ſelues 
vnworthy of being his people, we deſerue to 
hauea bill of diuorcement giuen vs. 


 Butyetſccondly,becauſe they were his peo- 
| ple, called by his Name, therefore for his 


Name - 


| 


One, 
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Name ſake hee would: notcaſtthemaway, it 
| would bce againſt his. honour and glory; ſo 
| theſe are the ſummeof the words, 


that + 


From theſe words feare wat, the Docrine is, 


Onur vatures ave apt to bee inordinate in onr 
affeit ions ;' in our feares as they hore, (0 in 
our loues andgriefes, 


Now that it was ſo with them, ir appeares by 
Samuel his ſpeech, for. you mayknow the dif- 
caſc by the medicine, their hearts were ſhaken 
and diſaduantagedexceedingly,andwel-nigh 
drawne from the Lord; and therefore he: ex« 
horts them that th&y-ſhould.wer feare ;' this 
ſhewes: that: weare:apt to feare mordinately, 


they had. Prophets no doubt:ameng; thern | 


that had told them of this ſinne all che-rime 
they were about it, and then they fearcd not z 
but now the thunder'caie, they beganne to 
feare extremely, ſo that Sawnel had much 
adoe to compoſe them againe, Now our af- 
feaions are ſaid to be inordinate, either when 
we doe notloue, or feare, or gricue for that 
we ſhould (for therein our inordinacy conſiſts 
in the defe&;) or ſecondly, when as they are 
ſct too much vpon any thing, that is, when 
we ouer-louc or ouer-grieue, which is. cither 
by pitching them ypon wrong obicas, or cx- 
ceceding in the meaſure, and therein lies all 


the 
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the errour that is in our affections ; now let vs 


ſce our owne diſpoſition by the diſpoſition ef | 


this people : when wee are well and in health, 
we feare not any finne, but as the Prophets 
phraſe is, Ru(þ tute finne as the borſe raſbeth 
intothe battell ; a horſe is nor ableto diſcerne 
that they arc enemies, and ſo ruſhes on to his 


owne deſtruQiion ; ſo Selomes ſaith, A foole_ 


goes on and is puniſbed, and « foole rageth and i + 


careleſſe; thatis, he is violent in his affeQions 
ro finne, and yer fcarclefſe withall : and this 
you may ſte alſo in the people of Zyſftre, at 
the firſt they thought Pa#land Barnebas to be 
gods, and knew not how to doe too much for 
them, but anon they would hauckilled chem ; 
and ſo we ſee by experience, thatthoſe whom 
men had magnified and eſteemed moſt, they 
haueat laſt moſtdeſpighted and contemned z 
and fo before fickneſle wee cannot humble 
men, in ſfickneſſe we cannot comfort them, all 
which proues the DoErine, 

Now forthe reaſons of it; firſt, the gene» 
rall cauſe is thefall, which hath pur all out of 
order, ſo that the ſoulc is like an Inſtrument 
quite out of tune, euery ſtroke that is ſtrucke 
is amiſſe, there is no harmony atall in it; ſe» 


| condly, the more immediate cauſes are, firſt 


iniudiciouſneſſe, men arc not able co iudge 
aright, and then they are bold when they 
ſhould be fearefull, and fearcfull when they 
ſhould be bold, as one that wantcth skill and 


Q | tudge- 
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indgement is tcarcfull in that bufineſſe, which 


| 


a wiſe man that knowes it will not feare  e. | 
condly , affc tions want the bridle of grace | 
which ſhould keepe them in, and moderate | 


chem, they are, of rhemſclues vnruly horſcs | 


that draw the ſoulc ont of the 'way, vnleſle 
there be an Awurize, an hand kept vpon them 
by grace, and this being wanting it becomes 
furcher inordinare, becaulc Satan ioynes with 
thine affeions very often, for that is his ad- 
uantagez to adde wind to the tide, and hence 
ariſeth his temptations, when as he ſees an at- 
ſcion ſtirring, hee takes the aduantage, in- 


tends it, and makes them more violent, . 


The vſc is,to take notice of this inordinacy 
of our affetions that wee are ſubie& vnto, 
we hauec an inmate within vs that will haue 
an hand in cuery buſineſſe, and what itdoth,ir 
ſill doth amiſſe; whatſocuer therefore you 


| area doing, ſtill ſearch what affeions you 


haue, and you ſhall finde that all that comes 
from your fleſh is amiſle, and be icalous ouer 
finnes, and this ye ſhould rather doe becauſe 
they blind the iudgemept; when affe&ions are 
ſtrong then take heed of them, 

But you will aske mce, how ſhall I know 
mine affc tions are inordinate ? | 

I anſwer, then when they are hinderances, 
for you ſhall know this, that all aff: ions are 


planted by God for a ſpeci ll end, vie, and | 


profitto man, and not to bee hinderances in 
BE them- 
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themſclues,ſoas we could wantnone'vfthem, 
we could not want gricſec for things paſt, noz 
could we be freed from fcare of cuils to come, 
for otherwiſe we could not take heed nor la. 
bour. rs preucne them when they are com- 
ming vpon vs, weceuld not be freed from an- 
ger, for it ſtirs vp to reimoue impediments 
that lie in our way, Now you know the inor- 
dinacy of an affc&ion, -as you may know a 
diſeaſe in Phyſicke, the generall rule of Phy. 
ſicians is, when there is a&io1e/a, as when you 
view allthe funQtions of nature, and you ſee 
naturall impediment in ſome naturall fun- 
aion ; why then wee indge there is adiſcaſc; 
ſoit is true in the ſoule, when: your griefe is 
ſuch as interrupts prayer, and hearing, bin- 
dets you in yourduty to God and man, then 
it is inordinate; and it was the caſe of the If 
raelites inordinacy,, who could not hearken 
to Moſes for thegricfe of their hearts: ſo for 
| anger, if ir bee ſuchas cauſerh you to remouc 
ſach impediments as lie in the way of good 
deſires, then it is good; butwhen itcauſcth 
ſucha diſtemper, that you are ready to flic in 
the faces of your brethren, and fo as you are | 
more vnfit for whatiis good, then it is inordt- 
nate: and fo likewiſe your feare, when it ex- 
peQorateth your ſoules, ſo as they are made 
ynable to preuent the cuils that youteare, and 
ſo diſcourageth you, that you flie from God; 
ſo as to hide your ſelues fan him as Adam 
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did, and as they here would haue done, and 
ſo if your delights and mirths make you more 
indifpoſed and vnfit to prayer, or for good 
conference, &c, lo itcomes in as a dampe ro 
ur mirth, and when as that which ſhould 

oile the wheeles and make you cheerefull in 
good duties cloggeth you, then they arc in- 
| ordinate, | 4 
Def. | £2. Bur you will aske me,how we ſhall reſift | 

| the inordinacy of them ? 
Anſw. Ae. Two waies : firſt, if thy inordinacy be 
in the defe&;, in nor fearing when we ſhould 
feare, or not Jouing when we ſhould loue ; we 
muſt be carcfull then for ro ſtirre it vp, for we 
| may ſionc inthe want of affeRion, as much as 
in the miſplacing of them, as this people here 
| finncdas much in not feaving before,as in fea- 
| ring now, and in their feare now they feared 

the indgement and not the finne : for had 
their feare beene pitched vpon. that, Sawwel 
would not haue laboured to-hane raken them 
off. Secondly, they feared that God would 
not be reconciled to them any more, ſe that 
their feare was miſplaced, and therein they 
ſinned, whereas Chriſt ſaith, Rewel.2.10, Feare 
| netthe things ye ſhall ſuffer; bur the ſins which 
brings thoſe croſſes, | 
Queſt. Q. Bur you will ſay, when as our feares and | 
affections are thus miſ-placed,when our hearts 
are poſſeſſed of them, how ſhall wethen re- | 
{iſt and empry our hearts of them ? | 
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A. Firſt, haue your iudgements ſet right, 
| forthe obliquity in the affetion comes irom 
the iudgement, as thoſe things we apprehend 
to be euill,them we feare too much,and there- 

fore labour to haue it enlightened, 
2. If you aske me, how we ſhall doe that? 
A, Bring it ro the Word, and fee what that 
faies, for the VWord is as a glafle which repre- 
ſents things as they are : I cannot ſtand-to 
giuc inſtances out of the Word how to dire | 
euery affe tion ; as now take Pouerty, which 
thou fearcſt fo much, the Word makes itno- 
thing, Rew. 2. 9. know thy pouerty, but thow art 
rich ; as if he had faid,it is a matter of nothing; | 
So likewiſe for your feare of men, Feare wot him 
that can kill the body, but feare him that can caſt 
both body and ſoule into bell fire ; firſt,the Scrip- 
tures make r,othing fearcfull but Gods wrath 
and ſinne, and therefore now ſticke to the 
Word, and whatſocuer thy phantafic is, yet 
ſay,fure I am thus; God ſaid, and therefore I 
am ſure it is ſo,and this will reifie the iudge- 
ment; ſay it is but my fancy, howfocuer ir 
| maybegreater or leſſer, yet the thing is the 
| ſame as the Word ſaid it: As the garment 
| may bee greater or leſſer, yer the body the 
ſame ſo rake any thing elſe, as the lofſe of 
credir, orthe Jike, we thinke theſe ſomething 
| and fearethem, bur the fault is in ourphan- 
taſiez men doe therefore well by fitting their 
hearts to what the Vord ſaith, to ſtay them- 
5 Wk ſelues | 
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ſclues, - Sccondty, againe 1f this will not pre- 
uaile, then ler vs'pray our fclues ſober ; for jn+ 
ordinate affetions make as much difference 
berweene a man and himſclfe out of ir, as is 
betweene a drunken and a ſaber man, Now 
Prayer compoſech the heart much, tor it 
bringerth:thee into Gods preſence : And as the 
Sun caſts downe the miſts and diſpels them, 
ſo Prayer doth an inordinate affection, Againe 
thirdly, adde to this communion of S.ints, 
and that is a good meanes; for we arein ſuch 
fits, as men in a feauer whole mouthes being 
out of raſte, we ſhould ſuffer our ſelues to be 
ruled by the iadgement and taſte of others, 
Fourthly, after all this beſcech God to con- 
uince thy judgement, to perſwade thy vader- 
tanding fully, for that none can tully d 
bur hee. "” 
The ſecond Doctrine is, that 


The greatneſſe of our finne is no impediment io | 


forgineneye. : 


Iris true, ſaich Samwel, yee hauc done this 
great ſinne, I will not goe about rodiminiſh 
ir, bur the Lord will forgiue you notwithſtan- 
ding. I willdcliuer it in theſe rermes, becauſe 
we arcapt notto thinke ſo, and when we haue 
ſinned againſt the light of conſcience, relap- 


| ſed often, wee are afraid rocome into Gods 
| preſence,as weſce it by experience; and there- 


fore 
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fore now if-any mar} hath committed an 

great ſinne, let him apply it cohiinſclfc, 4 is 
truce, I haue done fuct a great wickednefle, 
why yer bee of good com:torr, humble your 
ſclte, continue to follow the Lord, you ſhall finde 


God the ſame to you that here he was to this | 


people, Now thereafon of this is: 

Firſt, becauſe the pardon of the Goſpel!, 
which we preach, makes nocxception of any 
finne ; Chriſt came co ſaue ſinners, to:take 
away the ſinnes of the world, this is ſpoken 
indefinitely, Secondly, not of any perſon, 
preach the Goſpell ro egery creature, there is 
not any exception of any rebell or rebellion, 
Thirdly, beſides the price that was paid an- 
ſwers for the greateſt finnes as wellas thelcaſt; 
he is ready ro forgiue a thouſand pound vpon 
ſatisfaction, as wellas ten groatsz and therc» 
fore if chou haſt Chriſt for thy ranſome, it is 
no matter what thy ſinnes haue beene, great 
or ſmall, for the ſame price may as well ſtand 
for the one as for the other, Againe fourthly, 
the God which wee haue to deale with is a 
mighty God, euen in this, cuen in pardoning, 
Michah 9. 18. Who « like onto our God that par- 


' doneth iniquity. and paſſeth by the tranſereſſion 


of his heritage ? hee will ſubdue them and coſt 
them all into the depth of the Sca, that is, 
kerein the infinitenefle of God appeares in 
forgiuing tranſgreſſions, he ſhewerth his might 


| in4r; and being mercifullas God, andnor as 


many 


Reaſon 1, 


Reaſon 2. 


Reaſon 3, 


. Reaſon 4. 
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man, and therefore hee victh that metaphor 
of caſting their ſinnes inco the depth of the 
Sea, that asthe Scadrowneth mountaines as 


Attributes are infinite and ſo arc his mercics: 
and therefore hee rakes delight to forgiue 
great ſins,bec2uſe we know himto be Godand 
not man thereby, becauſe hee forgiues moe 
than a man is ablc or willing to forgiue. But 
becauſe examples are more preualent in this 
caſc,] will giue you a ſew. Adam was the caulec 
of murthering the whole world, he made all 
men not onely guilty of the firſt death, but 
alſo of the ſecond ; befides other aggravati- 
ons of his ſinne, belecuing the Dcuill rather 
than Ged, &c, yet we ſce that Ged found out 
a remedy and recciued him into mercy, for 
he himſclfe preached the Goſpell ro him, and 
therefore not without profit, So likewiſe Me- 
waſ/es ſinnes exceeded, fo as indeed wee know 
not how a man ſhould commit more almoft : 
yet when he kumbled himſelfe greatly,(for he 
had great ſinnes) God receiued him to mer- 
cy,and reſtored him to his Kingdome yz ſo as 
when we read of his finnes,how he filled 1ers- 
{alems with bloud, &c. one of vs would haue 
beene ready to haue ſaid, What, Lord, wilt 
thou forgiue this man and ſer him in his King- 
dome, as if he had donenothing againſt thee? 
Tonameno more than that in the 1 Cor, 6. 9, 
thoſe monſtrous and hainous fins there men- 
| tioned, 
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rioned, as greater there cannot be mentioned, 


yet ſome of them that were guilty of them 
were receiued to mercy, ſuch were ſome of you, 
butuow are yee waſhed and inſtified,ovc, 
The v(c ſhall be, chat you would rake heed 
how you limit the holy One in regard of his 


. mercy, that he will goeſofarre in pardoning 


and nofarther; I dare boldly tell you, it is as 
great a {inne tolimir God in his mercy as in 
his power; as that was the finne of the Ifrae- 
lires,when as they were ts goe into the land of 
Canaan, they limited God, and thought hee 
could not bring them in becauſe of fo great 


walls and great Gyants, &c. and ſo take = 


heed leſt you limit his mercy, as that when 


your finnes are ſuch finnes of ſo hainous a na- | 


rureas that he will not forgiue you, How did 
Daaid when he had committed the great ſin 
with Bathſcba, &c. and ſo Peter that ſtood in 
the ſame termes with Chriſt that hee did be- 
fore; and if you cannot bring your hearts to 
thinke this, then goe beyond your owne 
iudgement by faith, for this is it that hindreth 
vs from belceuing, that wee draw a ſcantling 
of the Lord by our owne phantaſics, whereas 
he ſaycs,-That his thoughts are aboue our thoughts 
in pardoning, Iſaiah 55. Another point that ] 
willdeliuer from theſe words is this, that 


The way tohane 4 finne forginen, is 10 apgrauate 
it, not 10 extennate it. 
h R Samuel 
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Samuct here you (ce, when hee goes about ro 
comfort the people, he aggrauates the finne, 
but w'thall aggrauates Gods mercies, and ſo 
co:mfurteth them ſotharche beſt way tohauc 
a {inne forgiuen, is to confeſſe it to the vt- 
moſt, 
Firſt, it puts a man into ſuch a diſp« fiction 
as God hath promiſed forgiveneſſc vnto, for 
then we come to ſee the vileneſle of our {clues 
that wee cannot ſtand ypon our owne bot- 
tome, but are <mpty of all, and withoue God 
muſt periſh,and ſo are drawne from ourfſelues 
and all in vs, to reſt no more vpon our ſclucs, 
but vpon God alone, | 
Secondly, beſides, the more particularly | 
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ſiane is confeſſed, the more glory ariſcth to | 


God, and ſhame to our fclues, | 
And againe, it ftrengthneth vs againft ſinne | 
another time, a full confeſſion of any finne is a. | 
great preſeruatiue againſt it,when a man hath | 
looked round about any finne, and confidercd 
all che particulars of ir, it ſhuts vp ail waies to | 
the finne, whercas otherwiſe,,when men con- | 
feſſe by halues, they liue in ſome way of | 
ſinning, | 
The vie is, to teach you not to extenuate 
your f1ns, buttoconk: ſe them to the vemolt ; 
and this you had need bee exhorted vnto, | 
for I doe not know a duty more hard chan | 
this, though you may thinke it e:fic 5 men are | 
lothtoconfeſle their finnes, becauſe men are | 
loth | 
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| whileſt hee looked on the adultery, as in his 
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lothto leaue their finnes till they meane to 


leauc it, they extenuate itz if men will keepe | 
any reſcruation, and arenot willing perfectly | 
| to forgoe all, they will not confeſſe them 


fully. 

Againe, men want lighe to ſce ſin fully, for 
we ſee {in in the circumſtances of it no further 
than- wee haue light lent vs from the Holy 
Ghoſt as thelight is brighter and brighter in 
the houſe, the moreclearely doe we diſcerne 
the Iet mores, ſo here. 
- - Againe thirdly,thereis a ſelfe-loue ineuery 
one, and cherefere whilewe looke on finne as | 
ourawne, we are ready to fauour it z as /#ds, | 


daughter, he indged it worthy of death, hee 
would hauc her butne, but when itcameto 
be his owne finne, then the caſe was altered: 
ſo David would haue had the man put to death 
that tooke his neighbours ſheepe, bur when 
it cameand proued to be-hisowne caſe, God 
was faine to take a great dealc of paines to 
humble him, and to make him confcſle it ; and | 
therefore aggrauate your finnes in your con- 
fc{fions, ſaying, I haue had theſe and theſe 
meanes, I hauec finned againſtithe great light 
againe and againe, and brake the covenant 
that I haue made with God, and know that 
this way you cannotexceed, 1f our hearts con- 
demne vs, God is greater than our hearts z let vs | 
rake a man that apprehends his ſinne moſt 
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fally, yer God conceiues morefully ef it, ſoas 
we in our thoughts cannot reach to what hee 
ſeeth finne to bee : and herein you had need 
take paines and ſearch diligently, for many 
ſinnes that are great ſinnes will appeareat the 
firſt to be but ſmall ones, as this ſinne of theirs, 

| 


Ee cm 


chey thought ir but a ſmall matrrerarthe firſt, | 
it was bur chuſing of a King that was notany | 
where forbidden, and yer Sawwel tels them || 
that therein they had firſt caft away the Lord; | 
ſecondly, they caft away Samwel and the Lord 
in him z thirdly, they had pur truſt in Kings: ; 
And fo Davids numbring of the people ſcemes | 
to be but a ſmall thing, a thing nor init ſelfe 
vnlawfull for a King to ſee what ſtrength hee 
hath ro encounter an cnemy, but Dawid hee 
knew bis owne heart, he knew his owne ends, 
then he cries out he had done exceeding foo- 
liſhly 5 know this therefore that this yee 
ought to doe, and that the more ye ſee ſinne 
abound, the more ye will ſee grace abound, 
and ſo you will love the more, and prize | 
Chriſt the more, and bee more humble and 
content with any condirion, Againe obſerue, 


mw 


One ſinus makes much way for another. 


This ſinne of theirs had well nigh drawne 
them to a departing from the Lord, now were | 
thcy in the high way to flip from the Lord | 
quite away. | 


| 


The 


te 


of Jorrowfull: Sinners. 
-Thetealons' arc:firſt, deeaule every atÞ in» 
rends the babit of ſinne, as when any thing is 
ated it increaſeth rhe habit with which it is 
aged; ascuycry#Rof grace firengtheneth the 
habit of grace, f6 finne makes'the ficſhto rife 
aboue the fpirir, to:get irvndergand fo atlaſt 
to get the victory. | 

Becauſe every finne-weakneth thatgrace which 
ſhould refift ity as in a diſeaſe there is not 


onely a thing contrary, with which health is 
to wraſtle, but ſomething alſo which weak- 


ſift ; and ſo doth finne (eſpecially great fins) 


Rirude of judgement by which we ſhould re- 
fiſt; ifirbea great finne, it workes as a great 
diſeaſe which ſcazeth vpon the principal parr, 
and therefore is often little- fel ; a-ſmallfinne 
is as a ſmall wound, which wee may. cadily 


feele, becauſe all elſe is in health, but a great 
finne is as a blow vpon the head which ama- 
zeth vs. © | 

Againe, committing a great ſinne diſcou- 


rareths from comming to God for pardon, and | 


makes vs bold ro goe on, and ſecing wee are 
ouer ſhooes, we are. willizg ro goc on and be 
oner boots too, 


I— 
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After commiſſion of a great ſinne, God gr- 
wth Satanieane to take poſſeſfSron of « man, as S3- 
ran got poſſeſſion of Sael by his enuy at Da- 
##d; an cuillſpirit(as is ſard)fell vpon him,and 


R 3 : he 


| —— - —_ — 


| neth che ſtrength by which health ſhould re- |, 


ſeaze vpon the ſtrength, rakes away the re. | 
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he would haue killed Danid; and [ſo ladas, af- 
ter his reſolution to betray his Maſter, the De- 
uill entred into him, and would not ſuffer him 
to continue there, but to hang himſclfe, and 
therefore take heed of falling into finne, for 


then ye arc 14pguam in precipitio, lo as you can- 
not ſtay your ſclues, as in a quicke-ſand you 


ſinke deeper and deeper; and therefore deale 


with fiane as you would deale with poiſon, 
which a man will nor let alone to lye long in 
his body, but hewill cake an antidote againſt 
it as ſoone as he can, Another point we may 
obſerue is this, thac 


Diſconragement and too much feare are great 
meanes of our departure from God. 


Frere not , twrne net afide from following 
the Lord, oFc. There are many things which 


| keepe vs off from comming to God) firſt,our 


ſtrong luſts, not willing to giue ouer all, nor 
yetto docall, Secondly, our deterring of re- 
pentance, we can doc it as well hereafter, but 
the greateſt hinderance of all other is that 
which wee haue now named: Many will fay 
indeed, to enioy the fauour of God is acom- 
fortable thing, and to haue affurance of our 
ſinnes being forgiuen, but I haue little hope 
of this, I haue ſuch a nature, and I haue fal- 


| len often, and haue ſo much hardnefſe of 


| heartas God will ncuer recejue mee, andſo 


.men 


of forrowſull Sinners. 
men. ſit downe diſcouraged and-this muſt 
needs hinder in many reſpcs, 


mt... 
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what a man hathno hope to bring to paſle, he 
will neuer goe abour it; fo a ſcholler, if hee 
hath no hope to get learning, will giue ouer 
ſtudying, take hope away, and take away all 


endeuour, nay take away all deſire, which is | 


more, for' what is out of a mans hope a man 
defires nor, for obies they worke when they 
lie ncere the faculty, eucn as fire neuer wor- 
kerh till che ſaell benigh ir, and the loadſtone 
till the iron be putro ir: things thatare afar off, 
we hauelittle defire £9 :;as now to inſtance the 
condition of Kings, though itbe a thing moſt 
deſireable, yet ſeldoawe men aRually deſire ir 
becauſe it'is out 6f rheir hopes ; and therefore 
when men are diſcouraged, as thinking they 
ſhall neuer haue ſuch aluſt mortificd, they fir 
downe without all defire or endcuour: and ſo 
when men looke onthe Lord as ona ſtrit and 
ſeuere Tudge, it cauſerh ſtrangenefle in them 
they willnot come at him, bur they will bee 
content with that liberty which they may en» 
ioy wirhout him, as beggers when they ſce 
they cannor better their condition, content 
chemſclues with what they are,and that liberty 
which they doc enioy ; and ſo men being dil- 
couraged from going to God, they turne and 
reſt On ſomething elle, for the heart will haue 


ſomeliberty. 


Againe, 


Firſt, becauſe zt takes away 4ll alacrity, for. 
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Againe, when we come tothe Lord, Satan 
he caſts in all theſe feares, hee muſters vp all 
obieions, bur the Spirit you ſee ſaith, Doe 
wot feare; now whether will you take part 
with Satan or the Spirit? If men bee humble, 
Chriſt ſaith likewiſe, Core to mee and you (hall 
hane eaſe, all ye that are weary and beany laden ; 
letthem not thinke that their finnes are a bur- 
chen that will breake their backs, if they come 
rohim, and ſo the Taylour hee trembled and 
thought himſclfe vadone, bur Paw! told him 
of the Lord Icſus, in whom it hee belecued 
he ſhould be ſaucd it is good forvs to con- 
fider what Satans end is, in caſting in ſuch 
obieions,as aboutthe hardneſle of our heart, 
&e, his end is to diſcourage you, 

0. But you will ſay, how ſhall I know when 
ſuch obiecions are from Satan, they may 
ariſe from a right iudgement of what mine 
cſtare is ? | 

A. Ye (hall know it by this, if they put you 
off further from the Lord, and make the heart 
liftlefle ro what it ſhould apply it ſelfe to, as 
Pcayer, Repentance, then ttis from Saran, 

In that when the people had here commit- 
ted this great ſfinney and Samxel bids them not 
feace; they might haply askehim, what would 
you haue vs doc? then hee ſaith, Twrne not 
aſide from following the Lord your God, but ſerne 
him with all your hearts ;, I raiſe this ſixth Do= 
Arine, thar 


B'hen 
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When 4 man bath committed any great fiunc, it | 
i his duty, his beſt and wiſeſt way tocomein 
preſently and trwrne 10 God. "a 


The Spirit here by Samuel EA: Ir, 
{ and therefore it is-their duty, and what hee 
| commands it is beſt and the wiſcſt courſe to | 
take; the reaſons ofic are, 

Becauſe the beers immuediath after the fiune— 
committed begins to contratF hardarſſe, and the 
| longer-it goes withour returning, the more | 
har ircontracts, bur preſently after it is | 
moreſenfible;z and therefore a wound that is 
taken preſently is the ſooner healed, and the 
ſmarewill bethe leſſe, fo iris in finne, 

By committing one fin we are expoſed cogreater, 
for it is like the breaking downe of the walls, 
which the longer they lic,the breachnot made 
vp, the more enemies maycomein; there is a | 
gap made, which ifit be not ſtopped, will let | 
the good cattell out and the cuill cartel] ing ſce | 
this in De#td, if he had humbled kimſelfe and 
renued his repentance, he had prever.ted chat 
murder, and making Friahdrunke, &c, buthe 
letthe gap lic open, and ſee what atroope of 
ſinnes came in : ſce this alſo in £ſa,his making 
a Couenant with the King of Aram, and reſted 
on him, atthe beginning of the Chapter : but 
now if hee had humbled himſclfe, all rhe reſt 


that followes had beene preuenred, bur he did 
- not 
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not fo, and then followes putting the Pro- 
pizers inprifon;o 2preſiing'chepeaplezwhen he 
xwastok, teckitng to the Phy(icians;forke grew 
woiſc aud worlkpbisendwasnotanwerable 
to his beginning, though he was a good manz 
and verer now bathe ocher fille; tecanſethee | 
huinbled himfolle, he-proentlywasrccchurd | 
40 meroyitor pretieatedaJl a! If 2DSITNGY 6 
The longer ye lie in a faone onrefeated;the giee- 
terebs, finnesw, becauieyounabulc Gods fiati-: -} 
ence-thc mores} lormher conſederath.eucry 
hom and itisnordkackndſe inchig rare 
forbexresyou;:bur pdtietice; which foutabii- | 
ling, adde vnto his wrath eucry mined.” | 0:1 || 
The. ſame duties lie pin you thei: did before, 
whack you oughrto perfingbe, and your {tanc | | 
s nopriuyege-orehecath homo ehem,; and | 


——— 


'\ .therefore your beſt way is > IK EI notto | 
| gocominyourſinne. |» 


0b.\Byryou will ſay, Muſt a man come;in | 
picſently: into; rhe preſcriee: of God after hee | 
hachſogrofly-offerided him?''- - | | 

nſw. Ye mayard ye baagbe todoe i its bot | 
nor with: that diſpoſition: cemaining in your || 
heart, wherewich yau tammicthe finnc;:bur | 
wirh an. heart humbled, conucrted to God, | 
ſtricken wich the ſenſe of its ſjnne, prom: ſing | 
neiv obedience, and thus to come 1 prefuntly | 
is no:'abſurdity, Tf aRebell;preſent'y, afterhs 
rebellion, comes mdeed- with a '{fword indus . 


hand! :nto \ che preſence ofa King; der himnoar 
f 10ke 
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lovoke for pardon 214t with meekneſſe and a 
rope abouttys necke, he may : yea and I adde 
this, that the hear ts ſooner turned if you take 
theaduantage of ir preſently after the ſinne is 
committed. There aretwo obictions in this 
caſe: | | 


- —- 


0b, Firſt, you will ſay, my heart cannor be | 


preſently humbled enough,to whichT anſwer, 

A. That God ftands not vpen the meaſure 
of humiliation, ſoas toreic& thee, but if ir be 
in ſincerity, if thou knoweſt and ſeeſt the finne 
thou. haſt committed, fo as thou art vile in 


thine owne eyes, and art refolued not to re- . 


turne to it againe; if this bee in fincericy, 
chough in neuer ſo ſmall a meaſure, the Lord 
accepts thee. Againe, 

Secondly know,rhat thou canftnot be hum. 
bled as thou wouldeſt at the firit, adde there- 
fore co thy humiliation afterwards, as Dauid 
when he ſaid, Zord, 7 haze finned, God ſorgaue 
him, though he was not ſo much humbled as 
afterward. 

06,2. Againe you will ſay,it may be my ſin 
| is not healed yet, then'indeed I may come 
| with confidence, and yet my heart may bee as 
falſe ascuer. Lett! 

A. I anſwer, that men arc firftto ſeckopar- 
| don, and then prepare for healing afterward, 
; for this is a ſfurerule,thatthere is no fi inc hea. 
| led till there is an affurance of forgiueneſlc, 
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hcalcth the ſtaine, and giues a new Spirit, for 
this is lis Coucnant, Jerem,3 i, Ezech, 36. 1 
will forgize their fiwnes; and what then? awd give 
them new hearts. We are all deccined in this, 
that we thinke when as we take a purpoſe with 
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| our ſelues againſt a ſinne, that all is then done,. | 


bur it isnotſo; as a man that hath a running 
iſſue in his body, it is net enough'for him 
eo ſay, I willnot haue ir thus, Idefire it ſhould 
not bee, [ purpoſe it ſhallnor, bur hee muſt 
vic meanes to heale it. To conclude, when 
any haue fallen into ſinne, Ifay vnto them, as 
Samnel here, Continue yee to ſernethe Lord, doe 
you thinke tro mend the matter when you are 
out of the way, by going on or ſtanding ſill, 
but recurwe rather awd ſerae the Lord, for hee is 
the ſame Lord ſtill, and there is the ſame bond 
ſtill chat binds you to ſeruehim, And againe, 
what will you doe, goe ſome whither elle, (for 
you muſt hauca being) will you goe to the 
creatures to get reſt from them, they are 
vaine,they will not profit you nor deliuer you: 
but you will ſay, whither then ? why, -rothe 
Lord, but what hope is there that hee ſhould 
accept vs? why, the Lord will not forſake his 
people, He isftill the fame God, hee will not 
forſake his owne, as a father will not forſake 
his child; and ſecondly, hee will not for his 
Names fake, Laſtly obſerue hence, that 


the Lord. 


The fiws which we commit make no charge in 
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of forrowfull Sinners, 

No ſubſtantiall change they may make him 
angry as a father may be with his fon, and that 
ſoas they may fecle the effc&s of ir, but yer 
he is the ſame God ſtill; for 

Firſt, /* © not the ſlipping into great finnes that 
breakes the conenant or makes it void;there is no- 
thing that makes a bill of diuorce, but an vt- 
ter turning away from God. 

Againe ſecondly, God isthe ſame, and you are 
the ſame ; your hearts are the ſame ro him, the 
ſame benr of minde, the ſame frame of hearc 
remaining in you ſtil, ye are his ſeruanrs ill, 
and he is the ſame; vpon the ſame grounds 
that he choſe you firſt he loues youſtill, ſinnes 
worke no ſubſtantiall alteration; he choſe you 
freely becauſe he would,and therefore as there 
isa tranſient a of ſinne paſſed'from you, fo 
a tranſient at of puniſhment may paſſe from 


- God ; for as your hearts are the ſame for ſub- 


ſtance to him as before, ſois Gods to you, 
The vſe is,that you would not thinke when 
you haue ſtaned, tharrhe Lord will reie& you, 
Our Sauiour Chriſt ſhewes the ſame by the 
parable of the Pcodigall: rhey in the houſe 
did n»t thinke that ſuch a fonne ſhould haue 
had ſuch entertainment when he had ſpent ſo 


| much, that his father would haue giuen him 


ſuch an anſiver, # fall upon bis necke, to bee {fo 
glad ofhim z by thar our Sauiour expreſſerh 
how willing Ged is to receiue finners. Dazid 
had no ſooner ſaid, have fiyned, but God ſaid, 
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thinke that God will hold the wicked jnno- | 


Thane put away thy fanne ; and ſoiPeter after his 
deniall, Chriſt looked on him with the ſame | 
famiitaritie as he did before, Oncly doe not { 


cent; if ye hauc falſe hearts,then ye ſhallnorbe | - i 
forgiuen, « 
It the Lord be ſo ready to receive menaſter 
they hauec offended him, con{ider how worthy 
of viter deſtrution they are that will not | 
turnetohim yz it God ſhou'd ſay ro any man 
here, Thouhaſt committed this {in againſt me, 
yet come in, there ſhall be no hinderance of 
my part, voleſle the ſtubbornneſſe of. chine 
owne will hinder thee, who wouldnot fay thar 
he that ſhould refuſe were worthy to. be con- 
demned > Chriſt is ſaid to come ts render wen- 
geance 10 thoſe that obey not the Geppell, and 
therefore Seawwwel addes this in the end 
of all, if they would forſake the 
Lord, know that you aud 
Jour King ſhall 
periſh, 
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